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CHRISTIAN 


LETTERS; 


SPIRITUAL INSTRUCTIONS, 
Tending 


To the Promoting of the Power of Godlineſs, both 
in Perſons, and Families. 


CEEITTEAR SL 


To bis Wife to Diſpoſe her to his Acaojtance of Taunz 
ton, 0» [mall Maintenance. | 


My Dear Heart, 
\ Y this rime Thope thou haſt received mine by Mar- 
3 tin, and alſo an Anſwer touching their Reſolution 
be] ar Taynton. My thoughrs have been much upon 
chat buſineſs of late , ſo ſmall as the outward In- 
couragements in point of Mxfintenance arc,and mc- 
_* thinks I find my heart much incliging that way. I 

ill tell rhee the Principles upon which I go. 
Firſt, I lay this for a Fouudation, That a mans Life con- 
ethnor inthe Abundance of the things thar he poſleſſerh, 
was accounted a wiſe Prayer that 4gyr pur up of old,that 
might only be Fed/with Food convenient for kim.. And 
rtain it is that where have leaſt of the World ; they 
teeny it leaſt, and live more by Faith and in dependance 
C3 #3. upon 


: 
iS 
[5 


(4) . SY 
rpon God , caſting their care and burden upon him, - © 
the ſweer breathings of Devrds ſoul ! the ſtrong aRings of 
his Faith and Love, that we find come from him, when his 
condition 'was low” and mean jn the World. How cloſe- 
ly doth ke cling ?. How fully doth he Relie upon God ? The 
Holy Ghoſt ſeems ro make it a Priviledge to be brought to 
a necciF.ry. of living by Faith, as, I think, I have formerly 
hinted thee, out of Deut. 11, 10, 11. Where Canaan is pre 
fer'd before <gypt, in regard of its dependance upon God 
for the former and latter Rain, which in «Egypt rhey could 
live withour, and havye ſupplies from the River, And cer- 
tainly could: we that are unexperienced,; bur feel! the Thorns 
of thoſe cares and troubles that there are in gathering and 
keeping much, and the danger when Riches increaſe of 
ſetting our hearts upon them, we ſhould prize the happine(; 
of a middle condition 1nuch before it. Doubtle(s, Godlineſs 
with conrentment,is great gain. Seekeſt thou great things for 
thy elf (faith the Prophet to Barsch) ſeek them not. Certainly 
a good Conſcience is a continual Feaſt , and enough for a 
happy Life : no man that Wareth intangleth himſelf with 
the affairs of this life, thar he may pleaſe him who hath che 
ſen himto be a Souldier. We ſhould be bur little incumbred 
. with the things of this World, and withal free from a world 
of intanglements, which in a great place commitred wholly 
ro our charge , would be upon our Conſciences as no ſmall 


F ; Burden, 3 
*. _ Secondly, T rake this for an undoubted truth, that a dram 
|'> of Grace, is better than a Talent of Wealrh ; and therefore 


ſuch a place where our Conſciences would be free , and we 
had- little to do in the World to take off our hearts and 
rhoughrs from the things. of Erernity , and had the advar- 
tage of abundance of means, and rhe daily opporrtuniries c 
warming our hearrs with the bleſſed Society and Conference 
of Heavenly Chriſtians , and no temptations to carry us # 
way ,.nor diſconragements in our walking with God ; "and 
the due performance of our duty is (if we paſs a true an 
Spirirual Judgemenr,as the Holy Ghoſt in Scriprure would) 
without compariſon before another Suge. void of rhoſe Sp! 
ritual helps and advanrages. Ler usgthmk with oup felv. 

wirat though our Purſes , our Eſtares , may thrive bette 
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, WE.» oof 1 Ly 
in a place of a large maintenance? yerwhere are our graces, 
our ſouls , like to thrive any * way anſwerable to what they 


of | are in this? We ſhould have bur lictle im the World.,, and 
is VE could live hereafrer ; but alas, whar is this if ir be made 
elf UP £2 us, as It will ſurely be in Communion with God and 


he B 115 People ? If we thrive in Faith,and Love, Humility, and 
Heavenly mindedneſs , as above all places I know we are 


rw ;. _— l 
ly likely ro do there, what matter is it though we donor raiſe 
re | our elyes in the World? the thing it may well be accounted 


od | bur mean 3 bur alas, Jet us look upon it with aſpirityal Eye, 
wr) | and ther we ſhall paſs another Judgement. of it, Oh! who 
would leave ſo much Grace, and {o much;comfort in Com- 
munion with Chriſt and his Saints,as we may gain there,for 
nd the probabilities: of living with a little more gentiliry and 
of f| Þandſomneſs in the World ? "Tis a ſtrange thing ro ſee how 
wy Chriſtians generally do jndge fo carnally of things, looking to ® 
cf the things thar are ſeen and Temporal , and nor the chings 
for that will ſtick by us co Erernity, Whar is ir wortha year ? 1s 
the Maintenance certain and ſure 2 Whar charges are there 
like ro be? theſe are the queſtions we commonly ask firſt, 
ch | when we ſpeak of ſerling. Bur alas, though thoſe things are 
dyly to be conſidered coo, yer what good am I like to do ? 
what good am TI lixe to get ? (Both which queſtions I think 
wid might be as comfortably Anſwered concerning this, as any 
Aly place in England ;, ) Theſe ſhould be the main interrogato=» 
ries, and the chief things we ſhould judge of a place to tertle 
in, What if we have bur a little in the World ? Why then 
we muſt kcep bur a ſhort Table, and ſhall make bur a lirrle 
noiſe in the World , and muſt * give the meaner enrertain- 
ments to our Friends. O bur will not this be abundinrly 
wade up,if we haye-more outward and inward Peace, as we 
may well count we ſhall have. One dram of ſaving Grace 
will weigh down all this, Let others Hug themlelves in their 
Corn,and Wine,and Oyl,in their far Livings, and their large 
Tables,and their great reſort , if we have more of the Lighr 
of Gods Countenance, more grace, more comfort, who would 
change with chem ? ſurely if Paul were to choſe a Place, he 
would not look ſo much what *rwas a year, but would wiſh 
us to take thar where we might be moſt likely to ſave our 
own and others Souls. | 
(a3) Thirdly. 
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- Thirdly, Thar the-beſt and rheſureſt way to have gny ont, 


ward Mercy,is to be content to want it, When mens defires 
are over-eager after the World, they muſt have thus much 
a Year;and a Houſe well Furniſhed, and Wife,and Children, 
thus and thus qualified , or elfc they will nor be content ; 
God doch uſually, if not conſtantly, break their wills by de- 
nying them,as one would croſs a froward-Child of his ſtub. 
born humour : or elſe pms a ſting into them, that a man had 
been as good he had been without them , as a man would 
give 4 thing to a froppiſh Child, bur ic may be with a knock 
on his Fingers, and a frown to boot. The beſt way to get 
Riches, is out of doubr to ſer them loweſt in ones defires, 
Solomon found it ſo : Alas, he did not ask riches, bur wiſdom 
and ability , to diſcharge his great Truft ; but God was ſo 
pleaſed with his Prayer, that he threw in them into the Bar- 
gain, If we ſeek the Kingdom of God, and his Righreouſ- 
neſs in the firſt place, and leave other things to him,God will 
not ftand with us for theſe outwards , though we never ask 
them we ſhall have them as over meaſure; God will throw 
them in as the Vantage. And ro this ſuirs the experience of 
our dear Honorathius: and indeed(laith he,ſpeaking of God) 
Homnorathius finds that his only hiaing place andrefuge, and 
a place of ſuccour, from the ſtormy that fall upon him, and 
hath had ſuch helps ar Azad lifr there, that he is engaged for 
ever to truſt theze, For when he harh been loweſt, and in 
rhe greateſt ſtraights, he hath gone and made his moan Hea- 
yen-ward, with free ſubmiſſion to rhe rightful diſpoſer of all 
things, and he hath been (o liberally ſupplied, as makes him 
very confident the beſt way to obtain any Mercy,or ſupply, 
js to be content to be withour it: And he is perſwaded no- 
thing' ſer Gods Mercies farther off,than want of free ſuhmiſ- 
fion ro want them. Certainly , God will never be behind 
hand with us. Let our care be to build his Houſe,and let him 
alone ro build ours. | 
' Fourthly, That none ever was, or ever ſhall be,a loſer 
Jeſus Chriſt. Many have loſt much for him, bur never did,ne- 
ver ſhall any loſe by him. Take this for a certainty, whatſoever 
probabilities of outward comforts we leave, whatſoever out- 
ward advantages we balk, that we may glorifie him in our 
Services, and enjoy him in his Ordinances more than other- 
| | | where 


a wa LV ++ wy Tk ww 7 XX MX a @ +4 


me tad ws an io ww uv A» on . 


*% 69 ) I” 
where we could , we ſhall receive an hundred fold in this 
life.” Tis a.ſad thing to ſee how little Chriſt is truſted or be- 
lieve in the World : Men will cruſt him nofarther then they 
can ſee him,and will leave no work for Faith. Alas,hath he 
nor a thouſand ways, both outward and inward, to make 
a lirtte-onfward difadvantage to us? Whar doth our Faich 
ſerve for ? Have any ventured themſelves upon him in his 
way,bur he made good every word of the Promiſe to them ? 
lerus therefore exerciſe our Faith,and ſtay our ſelves upon 
the Promiſe,and fee if eyer we are aſhamed of our hope. 

Fifthly, That what is wanting im the means,God will make 
up in the bleſſing, This I rake for a certain truth , while a 
man commirs himſelf and his affairs ro God, and is in a way 
that God purhim into : Now if a man have bur a little in- 
come,if he have a grear Bleſſing,thar's enough to make ir up. 
Alas, we muſt not account Mercies by rhe Bulk. Whar if an- 
other have a pound ro my Ounce, if mirie-be gold for his fil 
ver, I will never change with him. As *tis not Bread that 
keeps men alive, but the Word of Bleffing that proceedeth 
out of his mouth of God ; ſo ris nor the largerneſs of the 
means, bur the bleſſing of the Lord that maketh rich. Oh! if 
men did but believe rhis , they. would nor graſp ſo much of 
the world as they do. Well,ler others take their courſe,and 
we will take ours, to wait upon God by Faith and Prayer,and 
reſt in his Promiſe 3 and I am confident thar is the way to 
be provided for : Let others royl to enlarge their income, 
(bur alas, they will find they go.not rhe right way to work) 
we will bleſs God to enlarge our bleſſing, and 1 doubt nor 
bur we ſhall prove the Gainers. 

Sixthly, Thar every Condition hath irs Snares, Croſſes, and 
Troubles, and therefore we may not expe& ro be withour 
them where ever we be, only that condition is moſt eligible 
that hath ſeweſt and leaſt. 7 cannor obje& any thing againſt 
the propoſal of Taunton, bur the meaneſs of the maintenance; 
bur- if our income be bur ſhort , we can I hope be content 
to live anſwerably , we muſt fare the meaner , that will be 
all the inconvenience that 1 know, and truly I hope weare 
not of the narure of that Ar.imal, that hath his Heart in his 
Belly. 1know how Danie! thrived by his Water and pulfe, 
and think a mean Diet is as wholeſome to the body, yea, 
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3nd far lefs hurtful than @ full and liberal is ; and'perſwade 

my (elf ir would be no ſuch hard matter for us contentedly | 

ro deny our fleſh in this reſpe&, Bur ler us conſider how | 
lirtle and utrerly inconfiderable this inconvenience is , in 
compariſon of thoſe we muſt reckon upon meeting with, if 
God caſt us into ayother place , and whether this be nor a 
great deal lefs than rhe trouble we fhall have for want of 
comfortable and Chriſtian Society, for want of the frequent 
and quickening means we ſhall here have, in wrangling and 
contending with the Coverous , or elſe loſing our dues, in 
the Railings and ſcandalous , and malicious Reports , thar 
are we ſec raiſed upon the beſt by the wicked in moſt places, 
in their contentions abour their right to the Sacraments, in 
our intanglement in the cares and troubles of this life, ec. 
al which we ſhould be here exempted from. Upon theſe 
and the like confiderations, I find my heart very much in- 
clined to accept of rheir offer at Taunton. I beſcech thee 
co weigh-, and throughly confider the matcer , and tell me 
1mparcially thy thoughts , and Which way thy Spirit in- 
clines,for I have always reſolved the place I ſettled in ſhould 
be thy choice, and to thy content, The leaſt intimation of 
thy will to the contrary, fhall overballance all my rhoughts 
of ſettling there, for I ſhould account ir the greateſt unhap- 
pineſs if I ſhould rhus ſettle , and thou ſhouldſt akerwards 
be diſcontented ar tlie ſtraightneſs of our condition. Bur I 
need not have Wrote this , hadft nor thou fully fignified 
thy mind already to me ,-I had never gone fo far as I have. 
Well, the,Lord whoſe we arc, and whom we ſerve, do with 
us as it ſhall ſeem good unto him. We are alwayes as 
znindful as is gofiible of thee here, both rogether and a- 
' Part. Captain Labe defired me to intreat thee - ro meet 
him one two hours in a day , for the Commemoration of 
Mercies upon the twenty third day of every Month. Send 
word-to me of rheir Reſolution at Taunton, in rwo Letters, 
Jeaſt poſſibly one ſhould miſcarry , though never a one did 
yer. I dare not think of ſettling under fixry Pound at Taun- 
f0n,-and ſurely ir cannot be leſs. I have Written as well as I 
could on a (udden my mind to thee, I have been fo large 
;n delivering my Judgementr, that I muſt thruſt. up my Af- 
{etions into a Corner, Well , though they have- bur a 
Wal: > 5 5 EE corner 
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corner in'my Letter, 1 ara ſure they haye room eno ugh-in 


my heart : Bur 7 muſt conciude 3 The Lord keep thee F 


Dear, and cheriſh thee for eyer in his Boſom. Farewel mine 


own Soul, 


I am as ever thine own Heart, 


JOS. ALLEINE 
Oxon, May 27. 1659. 
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LETT 5 = 
[ Prepare for Suffering. ] 


To my dearly belowed the Flock of Chriſt in Taunton, 
Grace and Peace. 


Moſt dear Chriſtians, 

Y extream ſtraights of rime will now force me to bifid 
M my long loves in a few ſhorr lines 3 yer Icould not 
tell how to leave you unſaluted, nor chuſe but wrire ro you 
in a few words, that you ſhould nor be diſmayed neither at 
our preſent ſufferings,or at the evil ridings that by this time I 
doubt not are come unto you. Now, Brethren,is the time 
when the Lord is like ro put you upon the trial; now is the 
hour of rempration come. Oh! be faithful ro Chriſt ro the 
death, and he ſhall give you a Crown of life, Faithful is he 
that hath called you,and he will nor ſuffer you upon his faith- 


 fulne(ſs to be tempted above whars you are able, Give u 


your ſelves and your All to the Lord, with reſolution to fol- 
low him fully ,and two things be ſure of,and lay up as ſure 
grounds of everlaſting conſolation. 

1. If you ſeek by prayer and ſtudy to know the mind of 
God,and do refolve te follow it in uprighrneſs, you ſhall nor 
fail either of direQion or pardon z either God will ſhew you 
whar his pleaſure is,or will certainly forgive you if you miſs 

our way. Brethren, fix upon your ſouls the deep and lively 
affe&ing apprehenſtons of the moſt UTC - : 
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| re,tender narnure of your Heavenly Father, 


"Thich is ſo great that you may be ſure he will with all readi- * 


neſs and love accept of his poor Children when they endea-. 
vours to-approve therpſelves in ſincerity ro him, and would 
fain know his mind and do it,if they could but clearly ſee ir, 
chough they ſhquld unwillingly miſtake. 

2. Thatras ſure as God is fairhful,if he do ſee thar ſuch or 
ſuch a temptation (with the forethoughr of which you may 
be apt to diſquier your ſelyes,leſt you ſhould fall away when 
thus or thus tried) will be roo hard for your Graces, he will 
never ſuffer it to come upon you.Let not,my dear Brethren, 


> .ler nor the preſent tribulations or thoſe impending move 


you. This is the way of the Kingdom : perſecution is one 
of your Land. marks : ſclf-denial and raking up the Croſs is 
your A BC of Religion ; you have learnt norhing, that have 
Not begunar Chrifts-Croſs. Brethren, the Croſs of Chriſt is 
your Crown, the reproach of Chriſt is your riches ; the ſhame 
of Chriſt is your glory ; the damage atrending ſtri& and ho- 


ly diligence, your greateſt advantage : (enfſtvle you ſhould be 
. of whar is coming, bur not diſcouraged ; humbled, bur nor 


diſmayed ; having your hearts broken, and yer your fpirits 


_ unbroken; humble your ſclyes mightily under the mighty 


hand of God ; bur fear net the face of man : may you even 
be low in humility, bur high in courage; lictle in your own 
apprehenfions of your ſelves,bur great in holy fortitude, re- 
Jolution and holy magnanimity,lying in the duſt before your 


. God,yer triumphing in faith and hope,and boldneſs and con- 


AHderice over al] the power of the enemies. Approve your 


"= F ſelves as good Souldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, with no Armoyr,bur 


thar of righteouſneſs 3 No #e40ns , -bur ſtrong crying and 
zears 3 looking for no ViRtory bur that of Faith; nor hope 
x0 overcome, but by patience : now for the faith and patience 
of the Saints, now for the harneſs of your ſuffering Grace : 
© gird up the loyns of your mind,and be ſober,and hope to 
the end :- Fight not bur the good fight of Faith : here you muſt 
contend and thar earneſtly : Strive not bur againſt fin, and 
Here you may refiſt even unto blood : now ſee that you chule 
life, and embrace affligion rather than fin, Strive together 
mightily and frequently by prayer : -I know you do, but I 
would you ſhould abound more and more :*Share my loyes 

| among 


athorgyou; al thenions ines your aft prayers forme 
be your aflured thar I 1 and ſhalt be through Grat & 
ling thankful Servant of your Souls concerniments. 


From the common Goale 
May 2, 1663, OS 0 \ 
Fofeph Alleine. \ 
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LETTER 111. 
[Warning to Profeſſors." 


To my moſt dearly beloved , my Chriſtian Friends im * 
Taunton, Salvation. 


Moſt loving Brethren , 


I Shall never forget your old kindneſles, and the entice af- ; 
feS&ions that you have ſhed upon me, not by drops, bur _—+ 
by floods, wonld I never fo fain forger them,yet I could not, ©. 
are ſo continually renowned ; for there is never a day 
bur I hear of them ; Na .forc than hear of chem,I feel and 
taſte them. The God that hach promiſed to rhem rhar give 
ro a Prophet thoogh but a cup of cold Warer, ſhall receive a 
Prophets reward 3 he wil recompence your labour of love, 
your fervent prayers, and conftanr-cryes, your care for.my 
welfare, your bountiful ſupplies who have given. me, nora © © 
cup of cold water, bur the Wine of your loves, withthe ſenſe Ko | 
and ridings whereof I am continually refreſhed. TI muſt, Ido , 
and will blefs the Lord as long as I live,that he hath caft my 
lot in ſo fair a place, to dwell in your communion z 
eſpecially to go in and out before you , and tobe the Mef- 
ſenger of the Lord of Hoſt to you, to proclaim his Law, and 
to Preach his Excellencies, to be his Spokeſman to you,and 
ro wooe for him,and to eſpouſe you to one Husband,and to 
preſent you as a chaſte Virgin unto Chriſt. Lord ! how un» 
worthy am I , — unworthy of this glorious Dig- 
aity, which Ido yerily believe the moſt brighteſt Angels in 


Heaven 
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-would be glad of , if the Lord faw is fir to imploy * 
cork well, 1,do nor, I kk. repent , Py ; 
"withſtanding all the difficulties. and inconveniences that do 


atrend his diſpiſed Servants , and hated ways, and that are 
like to arrend them 3 for we haye bur fipped yer of the Cup; 
bur I have ſer my hand to his plow ; my Miniſtry Ixook up 
with you, and my Teſtimony I finiſhed with you, though I 
thought I had eſpouſed you till death z and when I was en- 
tred into thar Sacred Office, which through rich Grace I was 
imployed in, I told younn the cloſe of what I ſpake before 
the laying of the holy Hands upon me (moſt gladly dol1 take 
up this Office with all the perſecution, afflition, difficulties 
an tribulation and inconveniencies that do and may atrend 
it) and bleſſed be God, I am through his goodneſs of the ſame 
mind ſtill, and my tribulations for Chriſt, do (to kim be 


--*Glory,for to me belongs nothing bur ſhame and confuſion of 


face)confirm my choice and my refolurion to ſerve him with 
much more than my labours. Verily, Brethren, itis a good 
choice that I have commended to you : Oh! that there might 
not one be found among you that hath not made Marzes 
choice, I mean of thit good parr which ſhall never be taken 
away from you, B en, letthem take up with the world 
that have no better portion: be conrent rhar they ſhould 
carry the Bell,and bear away thÞriches and perferments and 
glory,and ſplendor of the World. Alas ! you have no reaſon 
to envy them : verily,they have a lye in their rjghr hand: 
! how ſoon will their hopes faik them : how ſoon will the 
crackling blaſt be our, and leave them in c<ternal darkneſs : 
to the generation of their Fathers , they ſhall 
, like ſheep rhey ſhall be laid in their Graves, 


never ſee: 


and the upright ſhall have Dominion over themin rhe morn- 
"ing. -Bur for my Brethren, I am jealous that none of you 


ſhould come ſhorr of the Glory of God. I am ambirious for 
you that you ſhould be all the licirs of an endleſs life, the 
living hopes of the Saints, the inheritance incorruptible,un» 
defiled, and that fades not away. 

Ah my Brethren ! why ſhould nor yoube all happy ? I 
am jealous for you with a Godly jealouſie, left a promiſc be- 
ing left you of entering into his reſt, any of you ſhould come 
ſhoxr of ir. O look diligently,leſt ary man fail of the Grace 


L 
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of Go#: Alas ! how itpities me to (ee thi Bk eget : 
How it er me that any of you ſhould fall of mer- 
cy ar laſt! Thar any of that flock over which the holy Ghoſt 
hath made be in part overſeer, ſhould periſh 3 when Chriſt 
hath done ſo much for you ,' and when his Officers 
(through his Grace, for 'we are nor ſufficient of our ſelves) , 
have done ſomewhat to recovet and ſave t \h dear Bre- 
thren! 1 was in great earneſt with you when Focionght you 
our of the Pulpir, many a'time, to give a Bill of Divorce ro 
your fins,and to accept of the match and the mercythar in 
the name of God "mighty I did there offer to yon. Alas? 
how 'r pitied meto look over ſo great a Congregation,and to 
think that I could not, for my life I could nor, perſwade 
them, one quarter of rhem, in likelihood ro be ſaved ? how 
it moved me to ſee your diligence in flocking, net only ro - ©? 
the ſtated Exercifes, bur'to the Repetitions and to moſt ha- 
zardous opportunities, for which'you are greatly to be com- 
mehded, fimce the Law forbad 'my publick quran, and 
yet ro think that many of you that went fo far,were like to 
periſh for ever for want of going fercher. I muft praiſe your 
diligent attendance on all opportuniries : ' Blefled be God 
that made a willing miniſtry and a willmg people”: for Ire- 
member how Thave gone furniſhed with a Train! How I 
went with the mulrtirude ro the Houſe of God; with the voice 
of joy and praiſes, with the multirude that kept Holy-days. 
The remembrance of which moyes my ſoul, bur, O my flock, 
my moſt dear flock, how fain would Icarry'you farther then 
the external'and outward profeſſion; O! howloath am 7ro 
leave you there ! How troubled to think that any of you 
ſhould go far and hazard much for Religion,and yer miſcarry 
for ever by the hand of (ome unrrorrified luſt! as ſecrer pride 
or untamed paſſion, or an unbridled rongue, or which I fear 
moſt of all,a predominate love of the World in your hearts, 
Alas ! muſt ic be ſo,and is there no remedy but 1 muſt car- 
p] you to Heavens-gate and leaye you there ! Oh, that 
ould leave the work of your Souls but half done 3. and 
bring you no farther than the*a/moit of Chriftianity,Hear,O 
my people, hear,although 1 may command you, xpon your 
urmoſt peril.in the Name of the Lord Jeſus that ſhall ſhortly 
judge yov, I beſeech you, I warn you as a Father doth his 
, Children, 
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jon 3 4nd for life rake heed of your reſting in the 
gurrer-pare of Religion , bur ro be reſtIch cill my be the © 
through-change of Regenexatign, within , that you are quite 
new -in, the frame, and bent. of your hearts : for here is the 
main 'of Religion inthe hidder man of the heart : for Chri 
fake-, for FORK logk to it,that you build.ypon the 
ar you be ſure in the Foundation: work, that you do 
unfeignedly. deliver over your ſelyes to the Lord to beunder 
his command ane ar his diſpoſe in all things : fee that. you 
make no exceptions, no reſerve,that you caſt aver. hoard. all 
our wozldly hopes, and count upon parting with all for” 
Qhrift ; that you take him alone for your whole happineſs, 
Wonder nar chat I often incucate this : If it. be well here, 
it. is well all 3, if unſound here,the error is inthe fouudation, 
and you are,undone. Brethren, Iſce great tryals coming, 


' when we ſhall ſee Profeſfars, fall like leaves in the. Autumn, 


unleſs chey be well ſetled: therefore 1s it that I would ſo-fain 
have you. look to your ſtanding,and to ſecure thermain, And 
for.you whoſe Souls are ſoundly. wtaughr upon,0 make ſure 
whazcver. you do : get and keep your evidences clear ! How 
dreadful would your temptations be,if you ſhould be called 
ro part with alf for Chriſt, and not be (ure' of him neither - 

er-aright-and clear underſtanding of the terms of life, which 

have fet before you in that form oof Covenanting with God 
in Chriſt, bat I commended to you. I weuld that none of 


"you ſhayld be withour a Copy of it : be much in: obſerving 


our own hearts, both in duties and qut-crying mightily to 
God for. aflurance : If you cannar diſcern your eſtate. your 


' ſelves, goo, ſome body thar is albe and faithful , and fully 


open your Caſc, your Evidences and doubts, and be extraor- 
dinary ftri& and watchful in your whole courſe,and.I doube 


_ Bot but you will quickly grow up to aſſurance, 


T cannot tell how to make an end, methinks I could write 


© alltheday to you, bur my ſtraights of cime are grear,and my 


Letter already too long, yet I cannot concludertill-I have gi- 


; ven you my unfeigned thanlg for your moſt kind and gra- 


cious Lerter. Surely ic ſhall be in ſtore with me;and laid up- 
among my Treaſures; thar God is pleaſed fo to unite your 
hearts 30 me, and ro make uſe of me for your edificarion,is 
marter ' 
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all the Temprers wiles, Go on,my dearly Beloved, ; 

Lord Engin your hands and your hearts, and un . 

above the fears of men. My moſt dear Brother Norman 

lures you with manifold Loyes and R« ily wiſh- « 

ing thar ybu may wear the Crown of perſeyerance. | 

Brother Turner, The Lord ftrengrthen, «ſtabliſh,ſc 

and. after you have ſuffered a while , make you I 4 

Faye my Brethren in the eycrlaſting Arms, and reſt, yo 

Your Embaſlador in bonds, 

From the common Goal! at Juel- | 
cheſter, Zune 13th. 1663, . Tay 

Foſeph Alleine. x x 


*. 


LETTER IV. 
[A Call tothe Unconverted.] 


To the Beloved People the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Taunton, Grace, A4ercy, and Peace from God our 
Father, and from the Lord 7Feſus Chriſt. 


Moſt endeared and beloved Friends * | 


Do moſt readily acknowledge my ſelf a Debtor to you all, 
and a Servyanr of all, and therefore I have ſent theſe few 
Lines to ſalure you all. My Lines did fall in a fair place 
when the Lord did caft my lot among you 3 for which I de- 
fire to be thankful. God hath been pleafed ra work a mutual 
affe&iom berween me and you. I remember the tears and 
Prayers that you have ſent me hither with, and how I ſaw 
your hearrs in your eyes; How can I forget how you pour- 
ed our your Souls upon me. And truly you are a People 
much upon my heart, whoſe welfare is the matter of my 
continual.prayers,care,and ſtudy. And oh ! that I knew how 
to do you good : Ah? how certainly ſhould never a ſon of 
you 
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bu i c | | 
Ur to think how that'ſo many of you ſhould remain in your 
fins after' ſo many and ſo long endeavours tv convert and 
bring rhem in. Once more, Oh? my beloved, once more hear 
rhe. call.of the moſt high God unto you. The Priſon Preaches 
X ro you,the ſame Dodrine that the Pulpit did, Hear, OPeo- 
ple,hear; he that hath an ear ler him hear. The Lord of 
Life and of Glory offers you all Mercy, and Peace,and Blef- 
ſedneſs : Oh, why fhould you die! whoſoever will, let him 
take of the Waters of Life freely ; what miſs of life when it 
Is to be, had for the taking ? -God forbid. O my Brethren, 


I did bur know what Arguments to uſe, with you : who ſhall 
chuſe my wores for me that I. may prevail with finners nor 
ro reje& their own Mercy: how ſhall T get within them ? 
How Thall I reach them? Oh! that I did but know the words 
of, that would pierce them ? that I could bur ger between their 
DE fins and them. Beloved Brerhren, the Lord Jeſus hath made 
me, moſt unworthy, his Spokeſman, to beſpeak your hearts 
-for him : And oh,that 1 knew bur how to wooe for him, thar 
TI might prevail ! theſe eighr years have I been calling, and 
et how great a part do: remain viſibly in their ſins , and 
w few, alas! how few ſouls have I gained to Chriſt by 
ſound converſion. Once more I defire with all poſſible 
earneſtne(s ro apply my ſelf ro you, I have thought it may 
be a Sermon our of a Priſon might do that which T could 
not do after my long ſtriving with you , but have left un- 
done : come then, O Friends, and let us reaſon rogether. 
+. * Many.among you remain under the power .of Ignorance : 
© Ah! how often have told you the dangerous, . yea,damna- 
I, bleeſtare that ſuch are in. Never make excuſes, nor flatter 
your ſelves that you ſhall be ſaved though you go on in this; 
E have rold you ofren, and now tell you again, God muſt be 
falſe of his Word, if ever you be ſaved without being brought 
out of the ſtate of ignorance : If ever you enter in at the 
door of Heaven , it muſt be by the Key of Knowledge, you 
cannot be fayed,exceprt you be brought to the knowledge of 
the Truth. _ A people that remain in groſs ignorance, that 
are without underſtanding, the Lord that made them, will 
not have mercy on them, O why will you flatter your felves, 


and 


ry if T knew how to ſave you. Ah! how ir pities 
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my ſoul yerns for you,and my bowels towards you, Ah ! thar 
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and wilkully deceive your - own:ſelves'?. when:the.God of 

Truch hath ſaid you ſhall ſurely die barn, ry in'this:e: 
ſtate ':. Oh, fer the love of God and' of your ſouls,. I:beſeech 
.. you awake. and beftir your ſelves to get the ſaving -know- 

edge.of God : you that are capable of learning'a Trade ro 

live by, are.you not capable of learning rhe way to be ſaved : "* 
yea, I doubt not but you are capable it you would: but bear 
your heads abour ir,ard take pains ro ger it., And is it nor 
pity that you ſhould periſh for ever for want ofalic:le pains, 
and ſtudy , and care to get the knowledge of God : Study 
the Catechiſm,if poſſible ger ir by hearr, if nor,read it often, 
or ger it read to you,cry unto God for knowledge ; impreve 

the little you have by living an{werable. Search the Scri- 

prure daily, ger them read to you if you cannor. read them, ; 
Improve your Sabbarhs d:];igentrly.and I doubt not bur in rhe +08 
uſc of theſe means you will ſooner arrive to the knowledge, + 7 
of Chriſt than ofa Trade. But for thee,O hardaed finner, | 

that wile make chy excuſes that rhou haft not rime nor abili- 

tics. to-ger knowledge.and 7 fit ſtill withour ir; pronounce 
vio thee that thou ſhalt ſurely periſh : And I challenge 
thee ro tell me,if thou canſ{t,how thou wilt anſwer'ic before 

the moſt High God when he ſhall fit in Judgement, upon; 
thee/, that thou wouldeſt be coitented to undergo a ſeven 

years Appremiſhip to learn how to ger thy living, and thar- 
ron michteſt have got the knowledge of the principles: of 
Religion in half the time, but thou wouldeſt nor beat thy 

head abour ir, 

Many are ſwallowed up in meer profaneneſs : Alas! that 
there ſhov!d be any ſucit in a place of ſuch means and mercie:! "Ja: 
bur ir cannot. bþe-concealed. Many of them proclaim their b-4 
fin like-Sodom,and carry their deadiy I:cprofie in their fore. 2&7 
heads... I am aſhamed to think that in 7:4xton there ſhould : 
be ſo many Ale-houſe-haunrers and Tiplers , fo many lewd 
Gameſters,and Rioters and debauched livers; ſo many black 
mourhed Swearers, who have Oaths and Curſes for their 
cotamon, language, ſo many Raylers ar Godlineſs, and Pre» 
fane Scoffers,. fo many lyars and deceirful Dealers, and ur- 
clean-and wanton Wrerches. O what a long liſt wil! theſe 
- ard ſuch like make rp, if put rogether : ir ſaddens we to men, 

tron ſuch as theſe. O how crimſen is their guilt! how ofren, 
(b) have 
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have you been warned, andyer are ſtill unreformed ,*ye 
looſe and profane. Ye one warning more have I ſent'af 

you from the Lord to - Rerurn,O finners, 
you run into everlaſting burnings with your eyes open? 


Repenr, O Drunkards, or elſe you ſhall be ſhuc our of the | 


Kingdom of Heaven, 1 Cor. 6.9, 10. Repent, O ſwearers, 
elſe y ou ſhall fall into condemnation, Zamess.12. Repent,O 
lyars,purt away lying, and ſpeak every one truth to his neigh- 
bour 3 etfe you ſhall have your parr in the Lake thar burr» 
eth wich fire and brimſtone, Rev. 20.8. Repent,O company- 
keepers,forſake the fooliſh and live,burt a Companion of the 
wicked ſhall be deftroyed, Prov. 13:20.Repent you Deccivers 
of your, unrighteous dealings,or elſe you ſhall have no Inhe- 
ritance in the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. The Lord 
. that made us, knows my earneſt defire for your converſion 
and Salyation,and thar I ſpeak nor this to you our of any &- 
vil will toward you, for I will lie at your feerro-do you good, 
bur our of a ſenſe of your deplorable eſtate, while you re- 
main in your fins. Iknow there is mercy for you if you do 
ſoundly repent and reform, and bow to the Righteouſnefs 
and Government of the Lord Chriſt : bur if you go on,and 
ſay, you ſhall yer have peace, I pronounce unto you, that 
there is no eſcape, but rhe Lord will make his wrath ro ſmoak 
inſt you, he will wound che head of his enemies, and the 
hairy ſcalp of ſuch an one as goeth on ſtill in his Treſpaſſes. 
- - Others have eſcaped the groſs pollutions of the world, bur 
ſtick in the form of Godline(s,and content themſelves with 
a negative Righteouſneſs, that they.are no Drunkards, nor 
Swearers, 9%. or ar beſt with an'ourward conformity to the 
duties of Religion,or ſome common workings, inſtead of a 
ſaving. O I am jealous for-you that you ſhould nor loſe the 
things that you have wroughr,and miſs you reward for want 
of fancerity : for rhe Lords ſake pur on, and beware of pe- 
riſhing in the Suburbs of the Ciry of Refuge : beg of Godto 
make through-work with you, and be jealous for your ſelves; 
ger a right underftanding of the difference berween a Hy- 
crite and a fincere Chriſtian, and try you eftares much, 


t only with thoſe marks, that you are ſure from the Scri-, 


 prure will abide Gods tryal. 
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Ju you thar fear the Lorin fincerity,T have 
good and comfortable words : I have proclaimed you 
X neſs in the laſt Token I ſent ro the Town : I mean 
'] the abſtraR for the Covenant of Grace , upon the Priyi- 
ledges, comforts, mercies there ſummed up, and ſer before 
you. May your ſouls eyer live; what condition can you 
devife whereifi there will not be abundance of comfort, and 
- | matter of joy unſpeakable, ro you. O Beloyed, know your . 
own happineſs, and live in that hoy admiring, commend- Fo 
= {| ing,adoring, praifings of your gracious God, that becomes {<, 
© | the people of his praiſe. I have been long, yet merhinks T eo 
'S | have not empried half my heart unto y_ : Icreſpaſs much, ” 
{ fear, upon the Bearer, therefore in haſte I commend yow _®-; 
d ro God, The good will of him that dwelt in the Buſh be 
n i with you all; The Lord Create a defence upon you , and 
& I Deliverance for you : the Lord cover you all the day, and 
d, NE makeyou ro dwell between his ſhoulders ; I defire your con- 


» 


< ſtanr, inſtant, earneſt Prayers for me, and reſt, 

fs | A willing Labourer; and thank- 
" ful Sufferer for you, | 

| 


ak From the common Goale 1n Juel- 
ne cheſter, July 4th. 1663. 1 —_ 
Jos. ALLEINE. : 
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- [Truft God, and be fincere.} 

- To my moſt end:ared Friends, the Servants of C briff 

3s in Taunton, Grace and Peace, 

h, Moſt dearly Beloved and longed for, x 


my Foy and: Crown : Ns 
Moo defire and prayer to God for you is, thatyom ' 
1V1 may beſaved. 1 know that you ate the Bat ofmens, _ 4 

Y B 2 rage 8 
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VS. rage and malice : but you may farisfhe your ſelves'a5 J2 id 
FA. in he Patient Coſtaining of Sheme:'s fury and curſes*., tt ay 
| be che-Lord will look upon ovr affiifion, and require 'gqod . 
for cheir curfing this day, | Bur however ir be for that; 
ſure ro hold 6n your way : your name indeed is caft forth 
as evil, and you are hajed of all men for Chriſts-ſake , for 
your profeſſion of his Goſpel, and cleaving ro his ways and 
ſervants : bur ler nor this diſcourage you, for you are now 
more than ever bieſied : onely hold fafſt,thar no man rake 
our Crown, Let not any that have begun in ihe Spirit,end 
, in the fleſh. Do not forſake God , till he forſake you; he 
WW - that endureth ro. the end ſhall beſaved : The Promiſe is to 
0. Lim rhat oyercometh; therefore think not of looking back: 
"I Now you have ſer your hands ro Chriſt's Pow , thovgh you 
h labour hard,and ſuffer long, the Crop will pay for all : now 
b the Ford is trying what credit he hath inthe World, and 
£08 FY who they be that will cruſt him. The unbelieving World 
=” . arcall for preſent pay; they muſt have ready money, ſome- 
tk thing in hand,and will not follow the Lord when there 1s like 
*.-- to beany great, hazard and hardſhip in his ſervice. But now 
= , isthetimhe fof you, tty Beloved, to-prove yourſelves Belie- 
vers, when there 1s nothing viſtble bur preſent hazard and 
nce, and difficultyin your Makers ſervice./Now it will |} | 
be*ſeen who can truſt the Lord , and who truſts him not: il © 


Now, my. Brethren, bear-you up,ſtand faft in the Faith,quir 
you like ten, be ſtrong: now give glory to God by belic- 
x ving. If you can truſt in his Promiſes for. your reward now, . 
BY. 92 on Tg appear but the diſpleaſure, of Rulers, and F _ 
+. - > Bonds, and loſſes; and tribulazion on every fide, this will 
3 be ſomewhat like Believers. Brethren,I beſeech youro reck- ; 
on upon no other. but croſſes here. Let none of you dream , 
of an Earthly Paradiſe , or flacter your ſelves with dreams - 
of ſleeping in.your eaſe, and temporal Proſperity, and car- F . 
rying Hezventoo, Think notto keep your Eſtates;and liber- } ; 
b ties and conſciences too: Count not upon reſt-ri]] you come 4 
2 - tothe Land of Promiſe. Not that ] would haye any. of you 
F223 ” _torun upon hazards.uncalled : No, we Cann then foon i 
-*-- - enough in the way of our duty, without we: will-balk ic;and | 
> fhamefully turn afide : but I would have you caſt oyer- c 
£2} board your Worldly hopes, and count not upon an's i 
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 feliciry ; "but be content to wait till you come on the other 
fide rhe Grave. Is it nor- enough to have a whole eternity of 
happineſs yer behind ? If God do throw in the comforts of 
this life roo into the bargain; I would not have you throw 
them back again, or deſpiſe the goodneſs ofthe Lord : bur 
q would, my Brethren, that you ſhould uſe this World,as nor 
: abuſing ir,that you ſhould be crucified to the world;and the 
world ro-you; that you ſhould declare plainly'that you 
ſeek a Countrey, a berter Countrey , which isan Heavenly. 
h Ah 1 my dear Brethren,I befeech you carry ir like Pilgrims 
© | an ftrangers, I beſeech you abſtain from fleſhly luſts, which 


; ® 


&. war againſt your Souls; for what have we to do with the 
-* | cuſtomes and courſes and faſhions of this world , who are 
on | ſtrangers in it! Be contented wich Travellers lots : know 
"4 | younor tharyou are im a ſtrange Land ? all is well as longas 
q 4 it is well at home 3 I pray you, Brethren,daily and frequently 
| ro confider your condition and ſtation : do you notremem- 
K. ber thar you are in an Inn; and what though your be bur 


poorly attended, and mearily accommodated ? -though you' 
|} farc hard,and lie hard? Is rhis a ſtrange thing 7 what ſhould 
© | Travellers look for elſe? will you ſer forth in a Journey,and 
promiſe your ſelves nothing bur fair way and fair weather ? 
Shall a wan put forth co Sea and reckon upon nothing but 
the calm ? If you were of the World,the World would love 
ut his own. "But now God hath choſen you, and calfed you 
'©” | out of the world, therefore the World hareth you ; Bur re- 


"3 member, my Brethren, ic is your dury to love them, even 
1 while they hate you 3 and to pray for mercy for them rhar 
| will ſhew no mercy, nor dono Juſtice for us. This I defire 
= you, to obſerve as a great duty of the preſent rimes': And 
ns | |<< nor any fo far forger their dury and parrern ; as to wiſh 


evil ro them that do evil to us,or to pleaſe themſelves with 
i” F the thoughts of being even with them. Ler us commir our 
IF ſclves to him that judgerh righthouſly, and ſhew out ſelves 


ne} the children of the moſt High, who doth good*'to bis Enee: 


ou} mies, and is kind to the unkind and unthankfut * And what 


| .  Brethren,keep your ſelves in the love of God ; here 
4 is Wiſdom, © happy fouls, that are his Favourites ! For 
E 0 (b3) the * 


though they do hate us ? Their love and good-will were®.- - + 
much more to be feared, than their hatred, and a'far worſe -* 
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vac iry above all thi he World ; ler 

to inceriry above all things inthe World ; - 

of — conclude, that becauſe you are of rhe ring wy 
ty, therefore all is well : Look ro the Foundation, that your 
heares be ſoundly raken oft from every ſm,and ſet upon: God 
above as your Bleſledneſs : Beware that none. of you have 
only a name to love,and be no more than almoſt Chriſtians. 
For the loye of your Souls, make adiligent ſcarch, and try 
upon what ground you ſtand,for it heartily pities me to think 
thar any of you ſhould be in ſo deep , and hazard ſo much 
as theſe muſt do that will now cleave to. the hated ways of 
the people of God,and yer loſe all at laſt for want of being 
thorow and ſound in rhe main work,I mean converſion and 
Regeneration. None ſo miſerable in all the world as an un- 
ſound Profeſior of Religion now is, for he ſhall be hated and 
perſecured of the World, becauſe he takes up a Profeſſion, 
and yer rejetted of God roo, becauſe he ſticks ina Profefſi- 
on: bur when once you bear the marks of Gods fayour,you 


need not fear the Worlds frowns : Cheer up therefore, Bre- 


thren, be ſtrong in the Lord , and of good courage under 
the Worlds aſage : Fear nor, in our Fathers Houſe there is 
bread enough, and room enough 3 this is ſufficient ro com- 


ore'us under all the inconveniences of the way, that we have . 


ſo happy a Home, ſo worthy a Portion, ſo ready a Father, 
ſo goedly an Heritage, ſo ſure a Tenure. Ol, comfort one 
another with theſe words : ler God fee that you can truſt in 
his Word : ler the world' ſee that you can live upon a God. 


T ſhall ſhare my Prayers and foyes among you all,and com: * 


mit you to the Almighty God : the Keeper of Iſrael thar ne- 
ver Rlumbereth nor f]eepeth,be y our Watchman and Keeper 


=> rwtheend, Farewel. ] am 


- "cheſter, 


A fervent well-wiſher of your Temporal 
and Eternal Happineſs, 
om the common Goal at Juel- 
Fl 24. 1663, © 
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Foſeph Allerne, 
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ſake look ro this, make ſure of ſomething ; look 5 


LETTER .vqL 
[ Look out of your Graves upon theWorld.] | 
To my moſt dearly Beloved Friends, the choſen of God 


ix Taunton, Grace and Peace. | 


Moſt endtared Chriſtian, 


M' heart is with you, though I am Abſent , as ro my 
Bodily preſence from you, and therefore as I have of- 
ten already , fo I have now written to you to ſtir up your 
pure minds by way of. Remembrance,and to call upon you 
for your ſtedfaſt continuing, and vigorous proceeding in the 
ways of God.” Dear Friends, and fellow Souldiers under 
Chrift rhe Captain of our Salvation, conſider yu 
and Station , and approve your ſelves as good Souldi 
Jeſus Chriſt, as men of reſolution and courage, be diſcoura- 
ged with no difficulties of your preſent Warfare, As for 
humane affairs, ic would haye you to be as you are, Men of 
Peace, I would have you Armed not for refiſtzug , God for- 
bid , bur for Suffering onely , as the Apoſtle hints : You 
ſhould reſiſt, even to the uttermoſt., ſtriving againſt Sin. 
Here you muſt give no quarter, for if you ſpare but one'Agag, 
the life of your Souls muſt go for the life of your fins: - 
muſt make no Peace, for God will nor fmile on that 
that ſmiles on Sin , nor have any Peace with him , rhar is 
at peace with his Enemy. Other Enemies you muſt for- 
give , and love, and pray for (which I again defire you 
ro mind as one ſpecial duty of the times) bur for theſe ou 
rirual Enemies , all your affe&ions , and all your Prayers 
muſt be engaged againſt them ; yea, you muſt admit no 
Parley : It's dangerous to diſpute with Temprations.. Re- 
member what Ewe Toft by Parleying with Saran : you muſt 
flie from Temprations, and put them off ar firſt with a Pe - 
reinptory denial. If you will bur hear che Devils Arguments , 
and the Fleſhes Pleas, and IG it is an hundred 
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this preſence evil World', the Lord deliver you from! 
Snares. Surely you had need watch and be ſober, and? 
your ſpiritual Weapons dexterouſly a»d diligently, or elſe 
this | zYorld is like ro undo you, and” deſtroy you. TI have 


ofren warned you not to build upon an External happt- ” 


neſs , and thar you ſhould promiſe your ſelves norhing bur 
hardſhip here : Oh ſtill remember your ſtation ; Souldiers 
muſt not count upon Reſt, and Fuire(s, bur Aunger, and 
Hardneſs. Labour to per right appreh;crmtons of the World, 


Do nor think theſe rhings neceſiary 3 one thing is ne<dſu ; 


You may bc happy in the wanr of all outward comior:s, 
Do noc think your ſclyes undone , if brovghr to Want or 
Poverty : ſtudy Ererniry,and you will ſee ir ro be little ma- 
terial to you , whether you are Poor or Rich ; and that 
you may have never ſuch an opportunity for your” advan- 
rage in all your lives, as when you putall to hazard, and 
ſeem to run the Veſſel upon the Rocks. Ser your.enemies 
one againſt the other ; Leath againſt rhe World 3 no fuch 
way-to ger above the 'World, as to put your ſelves into the 
poſlcfſion of Death, | 

Look oftenupon your Duſt that you ſhall be reduced to, 
and imagine you ſaw your | bones tumbled out of your 
Graves, as they are like ſhortly to be , and men handling 
your Skulls, and enquiring whoſe is this. Tell me of whar 


. account will the World be then, ' whar good will it do you : 


Pur your ſelves often 'into your Graves, and look out from 


"thence upon the World, and ſee whar Judgement you have 


of it then.Muſt not you ſhorcly be' forgot among the Dead ? 
Your places will know you no more, 'and your Memory will 

e no more among men , and then what will it profit you 
tro have lived in faſhion and repute, and to have been Men 
of eſteem ? one ſerious walk over. a Church-yard , as ox? 


{þ:abs, might make a man mornified ro the World; Think 


apon how many you Tread., but you know them not: no 


'doubr they had their Eſtates , their Friends, their Trades, 


their buſineſſes, and kepr as much ſtir in the World as. o- 
rhers do now. © But alas, whatare rhey,the betrer for any, 
for ail this ? know you nor that rhis muſt be your-own caſe 
Fery fhorrly : Qh the unhappineſs: of deceived man ! how 

S "SE. | miſe- 
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f  miſcrably is he bewitched, and befooled, that he ſhould'ex- 


'$ #- ; 25 ) —_ c, 

pend himſelf for that which he knows ſhall for ever jeave 
him. Brerhren, I beſcech you lay no ſtreſs upon theſe perjſh- 
ing things , bur labour ro be ar 2 Holy indifferency abour 
them : Is ir for one thar is in his wits to fell 1:is God, his 
conſcience,his ſoul, for things that he 1s net ure ro keep a 
week, nor a day, and which he 15 ſure after a few fleepings 
ard wakings mere, to leave behind him tor ever? go and talk 
with dy ing men, and (ce whar apprehentions they have of the 
World ? if any ſhould come io ſuch as theſe,and tell them 
here is (uct arid ſuch precferments for you, you ſhall have ſuch 
tities of honour and delights, if you will now diſown Reli- 
gion, or ſubſcribe ro iniquity 3 do you think ſuch a motion 
would be embraced ? Brethren,why ſhould we nor be wiſe 
in time ! why ſhould we not now be of the mind of which we 


know we ſhall be all ſhortly. woe to them that will nor be wiſe 


rill it be ro no purpoſe ! woe to them whoſe eyes nothing 
but Death and Judgemenr, will open ! woe to them that 
though they have been warned by others,and have keard the 
Worlds greateſt Dariings in Dearh to cry out of irs yaniry, 
worthleſneſs ard deceitfulneſs, and have been rold where 
and. how ir would leave them 3 yer would rake no warning, 
but only muſt ſerve themſelves to,for warnings to others. Ah 
my Beloved, beware there be no worldly Profeſſors among 
you,thar will part rather with their part in Paradiſe , than 
ctheir-part in Parzs 3 thar Vill rather part with their Con- 
ſciences,. than with their Eſtates 3 rhar have ſecrer reſeryes 
in hearrs to ſave themſelves whole , when 'r comes to the 
pinch ; and not to be of the Religion rhat will undo them 
in the World. Beware that none cf you have your hearts 
where your Feet ſhould be, and love your Mammon before 
your Maker. Ir is time for you ro learn with Pax , ro be 
Crucified ro the World, ; 


But it is:time for me to remember that tis a Letter,and 


contain my ſelf within my limits. The God of all Grace, * 


ſtabliſh,ſtrengthen,and ſerile you in theſe ſhaking times, and 
raiſe your hearts above the fears of the worlds threars , and 
.above the ambition of irs favours. My deareſt loves to you 
31, with my fervent deſire of your Prayers, May the Lord of 
; | Ho 
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ne my dear Brethren, Farcwel,and be ſtrong in the Lord, - 
am ' 


Towrs to ſerve you in the Goſpel, 
whether by Doing or Suffering. 


From the common Gaole at Juel- 
cheſter, Zune 31. 1663, 


JOS. ALLEINE. 


— 


LETTER VII. 
[Firſt, Chriſtian Marks : 2. Dutics.) 


T' the Beloved , my woſt endearing , and endeared 
Friends, the Flock of Chriſt in Taunton , Sal- 
vation. | . 


Moſt dearly Beloved and longed for, 
my Foy and Crown : 


| 2g ſay of you as David did of Jonathan , Very plea- 
A fant have you been unto me,and your love ro me 1s won- 
derful.. And as I have formerly taken great content in thar 
my Lot was caſt among you , ſo through grace I rcjoyce in 
my preſent Lot,that TI am called ro approve my love to;you 
by ſuffering for you ; for you, I ſay : for you know that I 
Have not ſought yours bur you ; and that for doing my daty 
x0 your ſouls, I am here in theſe Bonds, which I do cheer- 
fully accept through the grace of God that ſtrengrheneth 
me. Oh! that your Souls might be quickened and enlarged 
m—_ my Bonds! that your hands might- be ſtrengrhen- 
ed, and your hearts encouraged in the Lord your God by 
our ſufferings ! See roit;,my dearly Beloved;that you ſtand 
faſt in the ' power of the Holy Do@trine which we have 
Preached from thePalpir z preached ar the Bar 3 preached 


from 


Hoſts be with you,and the God of Zacob your refuge. m_ 


from the Priſon to you : It.is a Goſpel worth-the ſuffering 


a. 


a 


087) © ae 


for: ſee thar you follow after holineſs, without which no man 
ſhall ſee God : Oh ! the madneſs of the blind ' World, that 
they ſhould put from them the only Plank upon which they 
can ſcape to Heaven, Surely the Enemies of Holineſs are 
their own Enemics. Alas for them ! they know- not whar 
they do, Whar would nor theſe fooliſh Virgins doart laſt, 
when it is too late for a little of the Oyl of the wiſe; Ohygfor 
one Jram of thar Grace which they have (corned and deſpi- 
ſed. Butler nor any of you, my dear People, be wiſe too 
late : Look diligently leſt any man fail of the Grace of 
Ged. Beware that none of you be cheated through the ſub» 
tlety of Saran and deceirfulfieſs of your hearts with counter- 
feir grzcc. There 15 never a grace bur hath irs counterfeit : 
and there is nothing in all the World that is more common 
or more caſte , than ro miſtake common and counterſeir 
Grace ior rrue and {avirg : and remember * wh are undone 
for evexmore, if you ſhoulddie in ſuch a miſtake : Nor that 
I would ſhakeThe confidence of any found Believer, who 
upon often and through ſearce intothe Scripture and his own 
heart , and purting himſelf upon Gods tryal , hath gotten 
good cvidence that his Graces are of the right kind : Build 
your confidenee ſure : Sce-that you get the knowledge of 
the certain and infallible marks of Salvation, and make ſure 
by great obſerving your own hearts rhar theſe marks be in 
you,and then you cannot be too confident, Bur as you love 
your ſouls take heed of a groundleſs confidence. Take heed 
of ting confident before you have tried, Dear Brethren, L 
would fain have you all ſecured againſt the day of Judge- 


ment.; I would that the ſtare of your ſouls were all well + 
ſetled : Oh how comfortably might you rhink of anytrow- . 


bles, if you were bur ſure of your pardons! Were your-Sab 
vation out of doubr, no marrer though other things were in 
hazard. I beſeech you, whatever you negleR, look to this :- 1 
am-afraid there are among you that have not made your 
peace with God yer ; that are not yet acquainted with thar 

at work of Convyerfion : ſuch I would warn and charge 
Ln the living God to ſpeed into Chriſt, and without any 
more diſputes or delayes ro put away their iniquities , -atid 
to come. in and deliver up themſelyes toJclus Chriſt , o 
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they may be ſaved.Ic is not your Profeſſion, nor performing 
exrerna! duties, nor partaking of exrerral Priviledges that will 
ſave you : No,no,you mutt be converted or condemned, Ir 
is not er®ugh that you have ſome Jove and liking ro Gods 
ways and p:opie , and are willing to venture ſomething for 
themza!l this will not prove you ſound Chriitians : have your | 
hearts been changed ? have you been ſoundly convinced of 
your fins? of your damnahic and undone condition in your 
ſelves ? and your utter ina"liry ro lick your ſelves whole 
again by your own duties ? have you been brought at leaſt 
to ſuch a {:2ht and ſenſe of f1n,as that there is no fin, though 
agreeable co your conſtitution, though a ſupport ro your gain 
but you do heartily abhor ir, and utterly dilallow of ir ? are 
you broughr to ſuch a ſenſe of the beauty of holineſs , and 
of the Laws and ways of God, as that you do defire to know 
* the whole mind of God, and 'would not excuſe your ſelves 
by ignorance from any dury,and-that you do nor allow your 
ſelves in the ordinarynegled of any thing ghat conſcience 
charges upon you as a'duty?? are your very hearts ſer upon 
the plorifying and enjoying of God,as your greateſt happi- 
neſs, which you defire more than Corn and Wine,and Oyl ? 
had you rarh<cr be the holieſt than rhe richeſt and greateſt 
in the worid? and is your greateſt delighr (ordinarily, and 
when you are your ſelves) in the thoughts of God, and in 
your converfings with God in Holy Exerciſes ? Is Chriſt 
more precious than all the 'world ro you ? and are you wil- 
linggupon the. through confideration of the ſtrineſs and 
© holineſs,,and felEdenying nature of his Laws ,- yer ro take 


1 ths themall for: the rule of your rhoughts, words, and 2Gions? 
' >= and;rhough Religion may be dear , do you refolve if God 


#- 


" will afſift you by his Grace,to go through with it,lerthe coſt 
- be whar ir will? happy che man that is-in ſuch a caſe. This 
\is a Chriſtian incced, and whatever you be and'do ſhorr of 
this, all is unſound, Bur you thar bear in your ſouls rhe marks 
of the Lord Jeſus above mentioned, upon-you 1 ſhould Jay 
no other burden, bur ro hold faſt, and make good your ground 
and to preſs forward towards the mark. Thankfally acknow-' 
ledge rhe diſtinguiſhing grace God to your ſouls : and live 
rejoycingly in the hopes of rhe glory of God, the hopes that” 
ſhall nevex make you aſhamed: liye daily in the praifes*oF- > 
ms. ; yout 
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your Redeemer : be much in admiring God, and ſtudy the 


worthineſs,excellency,and glory-of his Artribures : ler your 
ſouls be much raken'up in contemplating and commending 
his glorious perie& ion, and bleſi;pg your {elves;in the goodly 
portion you have in him : live like rhofe thar kave'a God, 
and then be diſconſclate if you can; If there be not more in 
an infinire God to comfort. yov,than in a Priſon, or poverty, 
or other affiition ro deje& you,our Preaching is vain, and 
your Faith is vain. Let the thoughts of God be your daily 
repaſt : and never be ſatisfied ril] your hearts run out as 
freely,naturally,conſtantly, unwearicely after God,as others 


| do after the World : a litnle force upon: your hearts for a 


while to turn them into this holy Channel, may quickly come 
ſo ro habiruarte your Minds to holineſs, that they may nay» 
rally run that way, Bur it is time to ſhut up : Farewel; my 
dear Brethren, the Lord God Almighty be a-protcQtion 16 
you,and your exceeding great-reward : Farewel in the Lord 
I am 


w” Tours in the Bowzls of the Lord Feſtus, 
JOS. ALLEINE 


From the common Goale at Juel- 
cheſter, Sept. 11. 1663. 


Juſt now I reccived your melting Letter, ro which'F am 
not able now to return an anſwer,bur ſhall with ſpeed; your 
very,great affetions for me cannor but move megand 


. 


me ready to repeat again the firſt wards of my lertex above. © ; F 
The .Lord .inable me to return ſomething to you for. your : 


great loyes z.I am ſcrſible I hays, come very ſhort of my 


_ to you : burT.muſt needs rell-you, my Bowels are1no» 
ved with your loyes , which I hope I ſhall greatly prize : > 


once more Faiewel. 


My, dear Brother Norman remembers you with much love, 
deſiring thar, you may be blameleſs and harmic(s, rhe/Sons 
of God without rebuke. in the midft of a crooked and per- 
peri Nation,amopg whom. yeſhould ſhine as lights in the 
Valli, +4. + 7, | rk 
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LETTER. VIII. 

[How to fhew love to Miniſters,and live joyfully.] Þ| , 

To the woſt Loving and dearly Beloved, my Chriſtian 1 


Friends in Taunton, Grace, Mercy,and Peace from | 
God our Father, and from the Lord 7eſus Chriſt, c 


Moſt endeared Brethren , y 

| hrs received your moving melting letcer,and could nor {c 
look over (ch tender expreſſions of ycur working affe- t 
&ions, without ſome commorions in my own : I may con- i 


ory ſay, 1 ſpene more Tears upon thoſe lines, than ever t 
id-Ink : 


youd your deep ſenſe. of my labours in the Miniftry, 4 
I cannor bur thankfully acknowledge,and jake notice of : yer | ) 
withal, heartily and unfeingedly confeſling, that all was bur ) 
the duty which I did owe ro,your precious and immortal d 
Souls,: which God knows,arc very much ſhort of my duty, ſi 
The- omiſſions, imperfeQions, defeRs, deadneſs, rhat accom- t 
panied my duties I do own, I muſt and will own 3 and the " 


Lord humble me for chem.Bur all that was of God (and' that I 
was all rhar was good ) be fure that you give to God alone, 0 
To him T humbly aſcribe both the Will , and the Decd, to ſl n 
+ whom alone he Glory for ever. | 
= -. My dear Brethren, my bufineſs as I have often rold- you, I f 
*- "is not to gain your hearrs,or turn your eyes towards me, bur k 
= to Jefts Chriſt : his Spokeſman I am, wilt you give your C 
kearrs to him? will youw/grve your hands, your names to V 
him? will you ſubſcribero his Laws, and conſent to his'Offi- I t! 
ces,and be at through defiance with all his Enemies 2: This i 
do,and T have my Errant.Who will follow Chriſts Colours ? 

who will come under his Banner ? this ſhall be the manthar (\ 
ſhall be my Friend ; this is he that will oblige me forever. 
Do theſe Letrers come to none tharare yer unſan&ified? ro 
no looſe finner ? ro no ignorant finner ? to no unſound pro- 
feſſor ? Oh thar there werenone ſuch indeed! oh that Thad 
keft no ſuch behind me ! bur would they do me a "7 


] 
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| believe they would, oh thea ler them come =_ to Jeſus 
Chriſt ar this cal}! lie no longer O finner,in thy twill 


' no more in love with darkneſs! ſtick no longer in the $ki 


and outſide of Religion, demure no longer, diſpure nor,and 
wayer no more, halt no further, bur firike in th y with 
Jeſus Chrift, except nothing, reſerve nothing, but come off 
throughly to the Lord ,. and follow him filly. And then 
happy man that thou ſhalt be , for thow will be-made for 


' ever; and joyful man thar I ſhall be;for I ſhall ſave a Soul 


from death, The earneſt and pitriful beggings of a poor Pri- 
ſoner, do uſe ro move ſume Bowels: hear O Friends, will 
you do nothing for a Miniſter of Chriſt ? Nothing for a Pri- 
ſoner of Jeſus Chriſt ? methinks I hear you anſwer, | yea,ra- 
ther what will we nor do,he ſhall never want while we have 
itz he ſhall need no office of Loye, bur wewill run and ride 
to do ir. ] - Yea, but this is nor that. I beg of you 3 will you 
erarifie me indeed ? then come in, kiſs the Son, bow to the 
Name of Jeſus ; not in a Complement, with Capand Knee, 
but ler your SoulP bow, ler all your Powers bend Sail, and 
do him homage. Let that Sacred Name be Gravenintoghe 
ſubſtance of your hearts , and lie as a bundle of Mirth be- 
ween your Breaſts, Let me freely ſpeak for him, for he'is 
worthy for whom you ſhall do this thing ; worthy to be be- 
loved of you-z3 worthy to have your very hearts, worthy to 
be admired, adored, praiſed, ſerved, glorified to the urter- 
moſt by you, and every Creature; worthy for whom you 
ſhould lay down all, leave all : Can any thing be roo much 
for him'? can any thing be too goed for him ? Or roo grear 


for him ? .come give vp all, Reſign all, lay it at the Feer of y ©, R 


Chriſt Jeſus,offer all as a Sacrifice ro him,ſte that you be unj> . 
rerfally the Lords ; keepnorhing from him : I know through 
the goddnefs of God, that with many of you this work is not 
- rodo : bur-this ſer ſolemn refignation rothe Lord is to 

done more than once; and to be followed with an ar> 
(werablepra&ice when it is done : See that you walk wor- 
thy of the Lord ? but how ? in the fear of the Lord, and in 
the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt; ler theſe two go rogerher. So 
ſhall you adorn the Do&rine of God our Saviour : and ex- 
perience, the Heavenly feliciry of a Chriſtians life —_ 
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ir the whice,the-marb of your proſecution 5 that you [ve 2t- 
up,as muchas others cry 77 down. 'O watch and keep your 
Garments about you-z the: plain, but-comely clothing of hu- 
miliry, theſeamleſ(s- Coar of Chriſtian unity, the trait and 
cloſe Garment of ſtrifneſs;morrification and ſelf-denial,the 
warm Winter-g#menr of love and charity , this Garment 
will keep you'warm in the Winter: love will not be quench- 


"ed by the-Warers;nor cooled by the nipping Froſts bf per- 


ſecurion and oppoſirion. -Cleave faſt ro Chrift, never ler go 
your hold ; cling the faſter, becauſe ſo many ate Jabouring 
ro knock off your. fingers,and looſed your hold. Hold falh 
your Profeſſion, bold faſt your Integriry, hold iaft rhe begin- 
ning of your confidenceſtedfaft ro the end : If you do but 
keep your hold, and-make goud your ground,and keep your 
way 3. 21! that the World can do,and all thar the powers of 
darkneſs can do, can never do you harm. Keep your own 
Vinyard with conſtant care and watchfulnefs , and be ſure 
that there be no Inroad mae upon your conſciences,” that 
the, Enemy do nor get between you and home, between your 
ſouls*and God ; and then ler-who or what will affail your 
withour, you need nor fear : let this be your Gaily exerciſe, 
to keep your conſciences void cf offence ;' keep fair wea- 
ther at home, however it-be abroad; Bur:F would nor only 
that you ſhould walk #olzly, but char you ſhould walk com- 
fortably : Bur 1 need fay the Tefs to rhis, becauſe the fear of 
the Lord, and the comfort of rhe Holy Ghoft, &o lic roge- 
ther. Oh che-provifion God hath made for your continual 
joy. and comforr : dear Brethren , do Hut underſtand your ' 
own bleſſedneſs , happy.men that you are ,-if you did but” 


know and. conſider it-z who wouldcount himfelf poorand 


miſerable that hath all rhe fulgeſs of the Godhead for his 7 
ſound in this deep-:+can you find” any bottom ?: rake the 


/ heighth of the Divine Perfe&ions if you can , till then. you' 


cannot tell your own feliciry. Take-a ſervey of Immenſi- 
ry, tell me the; longitude or latitude of infinire goodneſs and 
mercy, of the Erernal Diery + if you' can do this, you may 
gueſs at. your own happineſs. Oh Chriſtians ! live like your 
ſelves; live worthy of your Portion; of your Priviledge, and 
your gloricus prerogatives. -I am in haſte;and ir is rime for 
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me ro end 3 however , that you may walk worthy of your 
lorious hopes, and may live anſwerably ro the mercies you 
be received from above, is the grear defire of 


Tour Souls feryent well wi her in the bonds 
of aftition and tribalation, 


From the Priſon at Juelcheſter, 
Seprember 18. 1663, 
JOS. ALLEINE. 


—_— 


LETYEL IN 


[Eafte Suffcrings, ] 
To the moſt Loving and Beloved,my Chriſtian Friends 


_ at taunton, Salvation, 


whom I am an Embaſladour in Bonds : what tharks 

to render ts God in your behalf, I know nor,for your fervent 
charity rowards me,and all the ſervants of my Lord, for a!l 
your Jabours of love,for all your diligence,and 50i.!.efs,and 
reſolution,in owning the deſpiſed way,and hatctd ſervants of 
the Lord Jeſus, in an evil day. The Lord is not ur.righteous 
to forget this : Is not this apon record with ©4m,and raled 
up among his Treaſures ? ſurely the Lord will i:ave mercy 
upon Tauntos : Þ have no doubt but that the God of vorr 
Mercies hath yet a choice bleſſing in ſtore for you ; he not 
weakned by my Bonds. Glory be to God in tie Higheſt,thar 
he hath accounted me worthy not only ro Preach che Goſpel 
to you, bur alſo ro confirm it by the pariine with my much 
valued liberry,(o dear a People, fo (veer Retations,comforts, 
conveniencies , which I enjoyed in all abv1dance when 1 
was with you. When I look hack upon all the circumſtances 
of rhe late Providence, I muſt fay as they of Chriſt upon his 
Miracles , He hath done all things weit ; it is all as 1 would 
have ir , I am fully ſatisfied in my Fathers good pleaſure. 
AP Verily 


Þ pr Beloved and longed for, my Joy and Crown, for 


"Verily there is na litcle honour and happireſs,no little peace 
and priviledge in theſe Bonds. Verily all is true tharT have 
rold you of the All-ſufficiency of God , ot the fulneſs of 
Chriſt , of the ſarisfaQorineſs of the promiſes of the peace, 
tranquility,contenr,and ſecurity, that is ro be had ina life of 
Faith. Surely methinks I ſhould be-content to ſeal to theſe 
things at a much dearer rate than this ; bur my gracious Fa 
ther will nor pur me to the hardeſt Leſion at firſt : oh what 
reaſon have I to ſpeak good of his name { whar elſe ſhould 
I do all my days,bur love, and fear,ard preach, ard praiſe,ſo 
good a God ? when Ilook back upon the gentle dealings of 
God with- me, I often rhink he hath brought me vp as indul- 
gently as David did Adonijah,ot whom it 1s ſaid, Hrs Father 
* had not diſpleaſed him. T have received nothing bur good at 
the hands of the Lord all my days ; and now he &doth begin 
to affli,I ſee ſo much Mercy in this very Gaol, that I muſt 
be more thankful for this than for my proſperity. Surely the 
name of the place'is, The Lord zs here : Surely it may beca 
led Penie!, Be ſtrong in the Lord, my Breihren,be parient, 
ſtabliſh your hearts, for the coming of the Lord draws nigh, 
In nothing be terrified by your adverſaries. Now let thoſe 
that fear the Lord be ofren ſpeaking one to another, I hear 
that Saran is praiſing to ſend more of you after me : I de 
. fixe and pray for your liberty : bur if any of you be forced 
hither for the teſtimony of rhe Guſpe], I ſhall embrace you 
with both arms Fare you well, my moſt dearly Beloved : be 


perſe&,and þe of good comfort,be of one mind, live in peace, 


and the God of Love and Peace ſhall be with you. My Bre 
thren in Bonds ſalute you- with much afte&ion, rezoycing to 
behold your order and: the ftedfaſineſs of your Faith in 
Chritft : ſhare wy hearr among you, and know thar I am 


The willing Servant of your Faith aud 7oy, 


10S. ALLEINE 


From the commor. Gaole a! Juel- 
cheſter, Sepr. 28. 1653. 
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LETCTITEE 


[The Love of Chriſt, 
» | Tomy Beloved in the Lord, the Flock of Chriſt in | 


It Taunton, Grace and Peace. 

d y 
- Moſt Loving and beſt Beloved , 

d 


1 Mr hearr is with you, my affeQions are eſpouſed ro: you, 

; And methinks I could even (ay with the Apoſtle, ( yo# 
are in my heart,to live and die withyou: ) and who can bur 
bye where they have received ſo much love (and continual- 
& MY 7 do) as I have from you ! the Lord requite yaur love 
bs which is great (andif compared with his, bur hittle) with his 
1 © vbich is infinice 3 this is a love worthy of your ambirion, 
worthy of your adoration and adrm:ration. This is the Womb 
» I (ar bore —_ from eternity , and our of which have burft 
ſe forch all che Mercies,Spirirual and Temporal, that you «njoy. 
This was the love that choſe you, when leſs Offenders, and 
thoſe rhat being converred, might have been a hundred fold 
+4 more ſerviceable ro their Makers Glory,are 1. to periſh in 
their fins: May your ſouls be filled with the fenle of this 
he WY 2vce Bur it may be you will ſay,how ſhall 1 know it I am an 
0bj<& of Ele&ing love ? leaſt an unvelieving thought ſhould 


4 damp your joy 3 know in ſirort, that if you have choſen God, 
to he hath certainly choſen you. Have you taken him for your 


:n { )eſledneſs? and do you more highly prize, and more dili- 
gently ſeek afrer conformity ro him,aud rhe fru'tion of him 
than any;than all the govds of this World ? If fo,theu away 
vith doubts , for you could Nor have loved, and have cho- 
ſen him, unleſs he had loved you firſt. Now may my Beloved 
x. (well continually in the thoughts, the views, the taſtes of the 
bye, Get you:down under its ſhadows, and taſte irs plea- 

ant fruirs. . Oh rhe Proviſions that love hath made for you, 
before the Foundation of the Wor!d! Ah filly duſt, rhar 
ever thou ſhouldeſt be thought upon ſo long before thon 

x. [aſt : thar the contrivances of the infinire Wiſdom, ſhould 
be raken up abour thee ! char ſuch a Crawling thing, ſuch a 
CeSJ mire, 
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Mite, a Flea , ſhould have the conſultations of the Erernal 
Diery excrciſed abour thee ! verily his love to thee is won. f** 
derful.Lord what is man ! thou telleſt us he is Duſt aud Ve 
nity,a Worm, nothing leſs than nothing ; how then doſt thoufſs 
love him ! oh wonderful ! be aftoniſhed yea Heavens ar this 
be moved ye ſtrong foundation of the Earth, Fall downy 
Elders, ſtrike up ye Heavenly Quires,ard fing yer again,Gl 
to God 7 the bigheſt : for all or ttrings would crack to rea 
tlie Notes of love, praiſe,and admiration that this love dot 
call for. Oh thar ever emprineſs and vanity, fhould BE th 
prized ! that Zehovah ſhouid make acccunt of ſo worthlekY/?? 
{o uſeleſs a thing as man ! that ever baſeneſs ſhould be thy 


preferred! that ever nothing ſhouid be thus dignified ! thaſh®” 
ever rottennelſs ſhould be thus advanced,a Clod,a ſhaddoy Ar 
Porſheard, ſhould be thus glorified ! Oh Brethren, ſtudy te 
beſeech you, nor to require or retaliate (there's impcflibi ea 
ry,and blaſphemy in ſuch a thought ) but ro admire and im" 
rate his love. Let love conſtrain you,ler loye' pur you upt de 
doing , and prepare you for ſuffering 3 forget not a love - 


memorable, undervalue nor a love fo unvyaluable ; I wou 
have you all the captives of love : may the cords of love drayff ©. 
you towards, and knit you ro your Redeemer + may the & at 


vided ſtreams be uniced in him, Alas,that our fouls are ( der 
narrow, that the Waters are fo ſhaliow with us !: how little bid 
how very little would our love be,if he had it all, infinite tne 
leſs than the Glow-worm to the Suu, or the Attome to thi} /®! 
Univerſe ? and have we any of this lirtle.to ſpare for him dor 
oh that we might love him with our little Alt ! that all off /® 
little powers were ingaped for him ! Brethren,here is nod and 
ec(s : oh love the Lord ye his Saints! he is worthy for whogſſÞ'* 
you ſhall do this. Do but think whart love hath;done for yot tha 
and think if you can, what it means to do for you. This is 
love that yarned upon you, when in your Blocd no eye pl the 
ing you. This 1s the love that touk you op-when you we Sec 
robbed and wounded,and left for dead;and. poured in Wit Jou 
and Oyl into your wounds, This isthat love that reprieve 

and ſpared, and pardoned, when the Law had-condem 

you , and Juſtice would have had you delivered up at _ 


your Selt-condemning conſciences gave up all for loſt, co 
cluding rhere was no hope, This is the-loye, the expenſi C 
loy 


+ 1 + 2 


lye that bought you from the power of darkneſs, from the 
eernal burnings,the devouring fire in which you muſt orher- 
wiſe have dwelr. Do you not remember how you were hun- 
gry,and it fed you,naked and & cloathed you, ſtrangers and 


Fic rook you in,fick and ir viſited you, in Priſon and it came 


unto you ? you were dead and are alive, yow were loſt and 
are found. And me thinks I ſee how love runs to meer you, 
and falls upon your necks,and kiſſeth the Lips that deſerve to 
he loathed,and rejoyces over you, and makes a Feſtival,and 
4 it were a Holiday in Heaven to you, inviting Angels to re- 
joyce. And if the friends do rejoyce, how muck more doth 
the father ? for ſaith he, Theſe my Sons were dead and are alive, 
were Loſt and are ſoxznd, Oh melting love! ah Brethren, how 
frange is this,rhat our recovery ſhould be Heavens triumph, 
the joy of God and Angels. That this love ſhould feaſt us,and 
caſt over us, and our Birth-day ſhould be kept in Heaven : 
that this ſhould be the round at Heavens Table,and the bur- 
den of the Sorg above : | For this my Son was dead, and 1s - 
{v2 and well,whar remains bur that you ſhould be another 
manner of People, than ever yer you have been, more holy, 
more humble, more even, more reſolved, more lively, more. 
tive? where is your Zeal for the Lord of Hoſts? will flen- 
der returns ſuffice you in anſwer ro ſuch a love ? God for- 


Wbid.Bur necefliry calls me off from going any further, May 


the love that chote you,and redeemed you,for ever dwell in 
you, and overſhaddow you, and bear you ſafe to the King- 
dom, In the Holy Arms of Divine Love I defire to leave 
you, May you l:ve under its daily Influences,and be melred 


Fand overcome with its warming Beams, wirh its quickning, 


piercing, powerful Rays.My moſt dear love,ro yau all. See 


F that you live not ina dull, fruitleſs, liveleſs courſe. Be pa- 
J tienr,be warchfal, inſtant in Prayer, fervent in\Spirit, ſerving 


the Lord : I am very healthful and chearful rhrough grace. 
See that none of theſe things move you that befal us. Fare 
you well my dear Brethre:;,farewel in the Lord, I am 


Tours in the trongeſt: Binds of 


AﬀeAtion, and Aﬀiition. 
J From the Priſon at Juelcheſter, 
Oftober 25. 1663, Foſeph Alleine, 
(c4) LE T- 
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[Remember Chriſt Crucified, and crucifte Sin. ] 


Tothe Faithful and Well-belaved People, the ſervant; 
of Chriſt in Taunton, Salvation, 


Met wear Chriſtians , 


Am by Office a Remembrancer, the Lords Remembran. 
cer for you and your Remembrancer, in the behalf of 
Chriſt. My bufineſs is, with the Apoſtle, to ſtir up your 
pure minds by way of Remembrance. And what or whom 
ſhould I remember you of, but your mindful Friend, your 
Interceiiour with the Farther, who hath you always in remem- 
brance, appearing in the preſence of God for you ? May his 
memory ever live in our hearts, though mine ſhould die; 
Oh remember his Love more than Wine, remember in what 
a caſe he found you , and yer nothing could anihilare his 
hearr, nor divert the purpoſe of his Love from you : He 
loathed nor your Rags nor your Rottenneſs : he found you 
in a loathſome vomit and filthineſs, in a naſty and verminous 
rarters,(rhink not theſe expreſſions roo odious : no Pen can 
deſcribe , no heart can imagine the odiouſneſs of fin in his 
fight , in which you lay and rolled your ſelves as the filthy 
Swine in the Wire) yer he pitied you, his Bowels were mc- 
ved, and his Compaſttons were kindled , when one would 
have thoughr his wrarh ſhould haye boiled and his indignt- 
tion have burned down to Hell againſt you : he loathed not 
bur loved you , and waſhed you from your fins in his own 
Blood ; Ah monſtrous and polluted Caprives ? ah vile and 
purrid Carkaſes? that ever the holy Jeſus ſhould rake the 
hands of you, and (hon'd his own ſelf waſh you, and wrinſe 
you ! merhinks I (ce him weeping over you and yer it, was 
2 more coſtly Bath by which he cleanted you. Ah Sinners ! 
look upor, the ſtreaming- Blood flowing out warm from his 
blefd Body, to feich outthe ingrained filthinefs that you 


by 
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by fin had contraRed.: Alas ! what a horrid filthineſs in fin; 

that nothing bur rhe blood of the Covenant could waſh a- 

way.! and what a love is Chriſts , than when no Sope nor 

Nicre could ſuffice ro cleanfe us, when a whole Ocean could 
not waſh nor purifie us, would open every vein of his heart 

to do the work! look upon your crucified Lord : do you not 

ſee a ſacred ſtream flowing our of every Member ? ah, how 

thoſe holy hands , thoſe unerring Feer do run a ſtream to 

purge us ! Alas, how that innocent Back doth bleed with 

cruel ſcourgings ro ſave ours | how the grear drops of blood 

fall ro rhe ground from his ſacred Face in his miraculous 

ſwear,in his birter and bloody Agony, to waſh and beautifie 

oars ! how his wounded hearts and fide twice pierced, firſt 

with love and piry ; and then with Souldiers cruelty do 

pour our rheir healthful and ſaving Flonds upon us ? Lord, 

how do we make a ſhifr to forger ſuch a love as this ? ah 

mirrors or rather monſters of ingratitude, that can be un- 

mindful of ſuch a Friend : do wethus requite him-: is this 

our kindneſs ro ſuch an obliging friend ! Chriſtians, where 
are you ajfeftions? ro what uſe do you put your faculties ? 

whar have you memories for : bur to remember him ! what 

have you the power of loving for, but that you ſhould love 

him ? wherefore ſerves joy or defire , -but ro long for him 

and delightfuily ro embrace him? may your ſouls and all 

their Powers be raken up with him : may ail the little doors 
of your ſouls be ſer open ro him. Here fix your thoughts, 

here rerminate your defirez here you may light your Candle 
and kindle vour fire when almoſt out, Rub and chafe your 
hearts well wich the deep confaderation of the love of Chriſt, 
and it is a wonder if they do not ger fome warmth. The 
Lord ſhed abroad his love in your hearts by the H. Ghoſt : 
Oh, thar chis love might conſtrain you { Brethren whar will 
you do now for Jeſus Chriſt. Have you never a Sacrifice 
to lay upon his Alrar ? come,and I will ſhew you what you 
ſhall do , let your hands be in the blond of your fins, fall 
foul with them, ſearch chem out with diligence, ſearch your 
hearrs and your houfes 3 whatever iniquiries you find rhere, 
out with them, pur them far from your Tabernacles ; if you 


crucifie themnor, you are nor Jeſus his Friends. Godfor- 
(c4) bid 
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bid that there ſhould be a lying Tongue, or any way of de- 
ceit iti our Shops, Thar his ſervice ſhould give place to 
the World in your Families. Far be ir from any of you, my 
Brethrcn, that you ſhould be careful ro reach your children 
and (ervanrs the way of your Trades and Callings, and ne- 
g1«A ro inſtra& them in the way of Life, Is weekly Care- 
chifizgup in every. one of your Families? The Lord cor: 
vince any of you that may be guilry of this negle& : Oh, 
ſcr up God in your Houtes; and (ce that you be not floven- 
ly in Cloſer performances; beware of ſerving the Lord neg. &| Fr 
ligently ; ſerve nor the Lord with that which coſt you nc- 
thing : look to ir that you content not your ſelves with a 
cheap and eafie Religios. Pur your fleſh roit: be well al. | 
ſured thar the Religion thar coſts you nothing will yeeld Il YO 
you nothing : keep up ihe life of Religion in your Family I ti 
and Cloſet duties. Fear nothing like a cuſtomary and care- 
leſs performance of Gods ſervice, Judge your own ſelves | © 
wherher lazie wiſhes, idie complaints, ar:d yawning Prayers 
are like ro carry you through the mighty difficulries that you 
muſt ger through it ever you come ro Heaven, When you 
find your ſelves going on in a liftic|s,liveleſs, heartleſs courſe, 
and haveno mind to your work, ask your ({c]ves, is this to 
take the Kingdom of Heaven by violence, or can hope *0 4 
win ir without ? ſee that you ſacrifice your ſelves to the 
Lord,rhat you deliver up your ſelves to him, that now you 
live to Chriſt himſelf As Chriſt hath made over his life and 
death ro you, fo let it be your care to live and die to him: 
Iabpur ro forger your ſelves and Jeok upon ail your enjoy- | 
ments as Chriſts goodsz upon your time, parrs,ſtrength, as 
his Talenrs : look upon your ſelves cneiy in the gualicy of I co 
Servants and Stewards that are to husband all theſe for your I} te 
Lords advantage , and as thoſe that muſt give an account. || ne 
And pray for me thar T may rake the Counſel thar. I give. I I fa 
i::efs rhe Lord, I want nothing bur the opportunity of being || dc 
terviceab'e unto you,and toenjoy you : but Thope theLord | m 
| will make my bonds for you to be uſeful ro your edificati- I it 
6 on 5 char is che White Iaim ar, if I may glorifie God, and || y 
ferve your Sculs beſt by being here , I ſhall never wiſh ro Þ| 
come put,though I confeſs liberty of irs ſelf is ycry preciqus. | $ 
SEE | EF, Finally, | «| 
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Finally,Brethren, - Farewel : be perfe&,be of good comforr, 


he of one mind , live in peace, and the Godof Love and 
Peace ſhall be with you, I 


The ready Strvant of your 
Faith and Foy, 


10S. ALLEINE. 


From the Priſon at Juelcheſter, 
Oftob. 14. 1653, 


My dear Brother Norman ſalutes you renderly , defiring 
you to be parienr, ro ſtabliſh your hearts,for the coming of 
the Lord draweth nigh. 


—_—_ —— 


LETTER XII. 
[ For daily Self-Examination. ] 


To the moſt Beloved People , the Flock of Chriſt in 
Taunton, Salvation. 


Moſt dear Brethren : 


Would my time were as long as my heart , thatT mighr 
| open my ſelf ro you bur I was not without ſome dif. 
content diverred, when I was ſerting my ſelf ro have Wrir- 
ten at large ro you. Now I am pinched, however I could 
not leave my dear charggglrogether unviſited, bur muſt needs 
ſalute you in a few Lines. Brethren,how ſtands it with you? 
doth the main work go on ? do your ſouls proſper ? This is 
my care, beware that you Flag nor , that you faint not now 
in the evil day. I ungerſtand chat your dangers grow upon 
you, may your Faith and courage and reſolution grow ac- 
cordingly , ad much more abundantly to overtop them, 
Some of your enemies I hear are in great hopes to ſatisfie 
their luſts upon you: well, be not diſcouraged my —_ 
| | | , thren, 
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chren, but bleſs the Lord who of his abundant Mercy, hath {© 
remarkably preferved youſo long beyond all expeRation, 
Let ir not be a ſtrange thing to you, if the Lord do now 
call you to ſome diffculry : forſake nor the Aſſembling of 
your ſelves rogerther,as rhe manner of (ome 15. I plainly ſee 
the Coal of Religion will ſoon go our , unleſs ir have ſome 
berrer helps to cheriſh ir,then a Carnal Miniftrie,and lifeleſs 
Adminiſtration, Dear Brethren, +now is the time for you 
that fear the Lord, to (peak often one ro another : manage 
your duties with whar prudence you 2an, but away with that 
Carnal prudence,thar will decline dury ro avoie danger. Is 
the Communion of Saints worth the venturing for ? Shur 
not up your doors azainft Godly Meerings, I amtold that 
i 15 become a hard marrer,when a Miniſter is willing to take 
pains with you ro get place : Far be this from you my Bre- 
thren. Whar, ſhut cur the Wor d ! ſuppoſe there be ſome- 
what more danger to him that gives the Miniſter entercain- 
ment ? Is there not much more advantage accordingly ? did 
not 0:4 Edoj,and his Houſe ger the bleſſing by enterrain- 
ing the Ark there ? or doyou think God hath never a ble 
{192 for thoſe that ſhall with much Self-denial entertain his 
Mctltengers, his Saints, his Worſhip? are you believers, and 
yet are afiraid you ſhall be looſers by Chriſt ? do you it- 
deed not know thar he that runs moſt - hazard for Chriſt, 
doth expreſs molt love to Chriſt, and ſhall reccive rhe great- 
eſt reward ; away with that unbelief., rhar prefers the pre 
lentafery,before che future glory. | 

T lefr you ſome helps for daily Examination, Tam jealous 
Jeait yon ſhonld grow ſlack, and flighr, and carcle(s m that 
dury. Lermeask you in rhe name of the Lord, doth never 
a day paſs you, bur you do folemnly and ſeriouſly call your 
telves roan account , what your irrizge hath been ro God 
and Men? ſpeak conſcience , Is there never an one withm 
rhe hearing of this Letter , rhar is a negle&er of this dury ! 
dots Every one of your Conſciences acquit you ? Oh that 
they did! oh that they con!d! rel! rhe, would nor fome of 
yort be pnr ſhrewdly to it,if T ſhould ask you when youread 
or thhup!1r over the queſtions that were given you for your 
help ? and would you nor he pur roa bluſh, ro give me an 
anſwer ? and will you not be much more aſhamed, thatGod 
an 
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and conſcience ſhould find you rardy ? nor that F would ne- 
ceſſarily bind you up fo that very Method,only till you have 
found a way more profitable : I would defire you, yea,te- 
chinks I cannot bur deeply charge yeu, to make daily ule of 
that. Awake conſcience,and do thou fall upor. thar Soul thar 
thou findeſt careleſs in this work , and never let him be ar 
reſt till thou canſt witneſs. for him, that he is a 4:7ly and ſtritt 
obſervar of bimſelf , and doth live in the conſtanrpradice of 
this duty, What ſhall neirher Gods charge, nor your promiſe, 
nor profir hold you to your work ? yer I may nor doubr, 
bur ſome of you do daily perform this duty, The Lord in- 
courage you in it ; yet give me leave to asx you what you 
have gained?are you grown more univeriaily conſciencious, 
more ſtrit, more humble, and more ſenſible of your many 
and great defe&s, then you were before ? If {o, bleited are 
you of the Lord ; if otherviiſe,this duty hath beer: perform- 
ed but ſlightly by you. What can you fay ro this queſtion ? 
dorh your care of your ways abate,or doth it increate, by the 
conſtant uſe of this duty ? If it abare,remembHer irom whence 
you are fallen, and repent; as good not do it at all, 2s not 
to the purpoſe. 

My Pen is apt to run,when I am writing unto you. I be- 
ſeech you,that my Letrers may not be as ſo much waſte Pa- 
per ro you 3 may they be provocartions to your dvry,and Me- _ 
dicines to any corruprions thac they meer with ; #1 that 
they mighr find out mens fins , and excite their graces: I 
have run much farther than I thought I ſhould have done, 
bur now I am called upon . and muſt ſhur up. The Lord 
God bea Sun ard a Shield ro you. My moſt dear Love to 
you all, fare you well in the Lord, Tam 


You Embaſſador in Bonds, 


Jo0S. ALLEINE. 


From the common Goal at Juel- 
cheſter, Otob, 20. 1644. 
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7 Ae ST Ws 468 ! 
[Motives and Marks of Growth.] 

) 

To the moſt Loving, and beſt Beloved, the ſervants of - 
Chriſt in | aunton, Grace and Peace : ' 

\ 

Moſt dtar and tender Friends , 

| Hoſe I am, and whom under God I gdefire to ſcrve 3 , 
to build you up in Holineſs, and comforts hath been 

through grace my great ambition. This is that which I la- k 
boured for ; this is that which I ſuffer for : and in ſhort the a 
end of all my applications to you,and ro God for you. How h 
do your ſonls proſper ? are they in a thriving caſe ? what ' 


progreſs do youu make in SanQification ? dorh the Houſe of 
Saul grew weaker and weaker,and the houſe of David ſtron- 1 
ger and- ſtronger ? beloved , I defire to be jealous of you 
with a Godly jealoufic , leſt any of you ſhould loſe your 
ground in theſe declining times : and therefore cangor but 
be often calling upon you to look to your ſtanding , and to þ 
watch and hold taft, that no man take your Crown, Ah ! 
how ſuftely ſhall you reap in the end if you faintnot ! take 
heed therefore rhat you loſe not the things you have 


wrought, bur as you have begun well,ſo go on in the ſtrength ) 
Ot Chriſt, and give diligence ro the full aſlurance of hope ro h 
che end, 'ris your thriving, I tell you, Idrive ar. 4 

Do you need Motives? | 1, How much eve you bthind- band? ſ 
Oh,the fair advantages that we, have loſt ! what time, what t 
Sabborhs, Sermons, Sacraments, are upon rhe matrer loſt ? 6 


how much work have we yet to do ? are you ſure of Hea- u 
ven yet } are you fir to die yer ? ſurely they that are in (o G 
much Poverty, under ſo many great wants, had need to fer , 
upon ſome more thriving courſes. | 

Secondly, Conſider what others ave gaintd , whilſt we it : 
may bt fit down by the loſs : Have we nor mer many Veſſels 
richly laden, while our Souls are empty ? Oh, the rich Boo- ( 


ties,the golden Prizes that ſome haye won? while or _ f 
| oldec 


n_” A” VYVD Vw = WW FF%7 "Y of WV wh rw ww DU ST aF Wy 


""— 


(45) 
folded the hands to ſleep ! have nor many of our own ſtand- 
ing in Religion left us tar behind them ? 

Thirdly,Conſedtr what 2 ſpending time there is coming: Af- 
flition and Tribulation ſeem ro be nor far from you : had 
you not need to be well ſtocked againſt ſuch a day? go to 
the, Ant thou ſluggard,ſhe layerh up her mear in the Summer. 
Happy man that can fay to his Soul on good grounds, whar 
he vainly ſpake, 704 haſt much good lazd up for many years: 
Who will nor Victual the Caſtle againſt the Siege ? and 
the Ship againſt the Voyage ? 

Fourthly , Confider you will find all little enough when you 
come to dre - the Wiſe among the Virgins have no Oyl ro 
ſpare at the coming of the Bridegroom ; diſtreſs and remp- 
rations, ard death will pur all your Graces to it. How much 
ado have many poor Saints had ar laſt to pur into this har- 
bour ?. Davzd cries for reſpite till he had recovered a little 
more ſtrength. 

Fifthly, Corſader how little it will avail you to thrive in your 
Eſtates,and not thrive ie your Soxls : Poor Gthaxz what did 
he ger by it when he gained Naamans Talents,and came off 
with his Leprofie ? 

Sixthly, Confeder how ſhort your time for gathering in proba- 
bility 3s : the liraclites gathered twice ſo much Manna againſt 
the Sabborth as they did ar other rimes, becauſe ar that time 
there was no Manna fell, Brethren you know not how long 
you have to lay in for. 

Seventhly, Conſider Gods expeftations are great from you : . 
he hawh been lopping and pruning you, and now he looks for 
more fruit : he hath had you for ſome time under his more 
ſeverer Diſcipline, and therefore expe&s you ſhould he ber- 
ter proficients : he hath tried new means with you , and is 
come to you with a Rod 3 and he will be angry with a wit- 
neſs if he do not find you now ro mend. Times of AfﬀfiiQions 
uſe to be gaining times to Gods People 3 God forbid thar 
you alone ſhould be loſers, 

Do you ask for marks how you may know your fouls ro 
be in a thriving caſe ? 

Firſt , 1f your appetites be more flrong. Dowou thirſt after 
God, and after grace, more than heretofore? *do your cares 
for and defire after the World abate ? and do you m_— 
4:1 
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and thirſt afcer righteouſneſs !' whereas you wete wortt to 


come withan ill-will ro holy duties, do you come to them 
as a hungric ſtomach to its meats ? 

Secondly, If pour Pulſes beat more even. Are you ſtill off 
ang on, hot and cold, Or is the a more even (pun thred of 
holineſs through your whole courſe ? do you make good 
the ground froin which you were formerly often beaten 

ﬀ? 

Thirdly, If your natural heat do grow more vigorous, and your 
digeſtion more quick.Do you take more notice of God in eve- 
ry thing, than heretofore? and let none of his works , nor 
words paſs without ſome careful atrention,and: obſervation? 


do you ponder upon,and pray over his Word, and his Pro- 


vidences ? 

Fourthly, If you do look more to the Compaſs , and latitude 
of Religion, and rind more than ever , the carrying on together 
the duties of Soth Tables. Do you not only look to the keep- 
ing if your own Vineyards , but do you begin to look more 
abroad , and ro lay ont your ſelves for the gecd of others, 
and are filed with zealous defires for their converſation, and 
ſilvarien ? doyou manage your talk and your'Trade, by the 
rules, of R<l:gion ? ERS | 

Do ycu car and fleep by rule ? doth Religion form, and 
mould;and dire& your carriage towards Hushand, Wife, Pa- 
rents; Children, Maſters,Servants ! do vou grow more uni- 
verſaliy conſciencious ? Is piery more diffufive than ever with 
you,doth it come more abroad with you,cur- of your Cloſſers 


-mro your Houſes, your Shops, your Fields ? doth-it journey. 


with you,and buy and fell for you ? hath it the caſting voice 
in all you do ? 


Fifthly, Tf the dutres of R:-lipion be more eaſe, foeet, and 
delightful to you. Do yuutake more delinht in the Word 
than ever ? are you more in love with ſecretPrayer , and 
more abundant init? cannot you be content wich your or- 
dinary Seaſons, but are ever and anon making. extraordinar 
vifits ro Heaven? and upon all occaſions turning afide to catk 
with God in ſome ſhort Ejzcnlations ? are you often dart- 
ing up your fouls Heaven-wards? Is it meat and drink for 
yotyto do the Wiil of God ? do yon come off 'more ear 

Wit 
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F with God,and an(wer his Calls,and open at his knocks, , with 
more Alacrity and readineſs of mind? | 
Sixthly, If you are more abundant.in thoſe dutits W_ are 


\N moſt diſpleaſing to the Fleſh. Are you more earneſt-upon the 

duty of Mortification ? are you ' more ſtri& and ſcvere.than 

f Fever in the duty of daily Self-examinartion, and holy Medira- 

d Frion? do you hold the Reigns harder upon the Fleſh than e- 

n Fyer? do you keep a ſtrier watch upon your Appetires? da = 
you ſer a ſtronzer guard upon yaur Tongues ? have you a 

FE nore jceal:vs eye upon your hearts ? 

Seventhly,If you grow more e712 7n your own eyes, Pride is (uch 
; choaking Weed, that nothing will proſper near it. Do you 
crow More out of love with mens eftcem, and (er leſs by ir ? 
Fic you not marvellous render of being ſlighted? can you 
rej0yce to ſee others preferred before you ? can you heartt- 
ly. value,and love them that think meanly of you ? 

Eightly, If you grow more quick of ſenſe, more tender of ſin= 
P Wig, more ſenſble of Divine influences,or withdrawings. Are 
you More aftraid of fin than ever ? are your fins a greater 
pain to you than heretofore ? are your very infirmities, your , 
zrear affiitions ? and the daily workings of © corruption a 
 Fcontinual grief of mind to you ? 

Nintkly , If you are ated more by love to God and Faith 1n 
d Wieſe Promiſes. Fear is a flaviſh principle : do you find thar 
you are ated le(s by fear, and more \y love ? do you look 
more frequently ro the things not ſeen than ever ? anddoth 
the World abate in your eſteem? do you go mare our of 
your ſelves? do you live upon Chriſt as the Spring of your 
Y Fife,and make more uſe of him upon all occaſions than ever? 
do you prize the Promiſe more, and hug and imbrace them 
with greaer dearriels, and live more upon them. 

Tenthly, If you grow of a more publish Spirit, Aﬀeifiſh ſpiric 


't Nis unworthy ofa Chriſtian: are the common concernments 
'd I of Gods Glory, and the proſperity of the Church,much up- 
o: on your hearts ? will ir no way content you to dwell mm 
I- 


plenty, peace, and fafety your ſelves , except you. may ſee 
v4 peace upon T1/rael ? do the wounds in Gods Name and Glory 
80 deep into you ? are the fins of others your ſorrows ? 
Time,and room, and firengrth fails tro add means roo, as I 
nteuded. I have treſpaſſed in length already,may rn 
clp. 
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Helps to you to put you forward,and to help you in diſcert» 
ing your growth, I muſt conclude abruptly, and commend 
you to God with my dear loyes to youall,I rake leave, and 
can only cell you that I am, | 


Yours in the Lord Feſus , 


JOS. ALLEINE 


From the common Goale at Juel+ 
cheſter, 0. 31. 1563, 


LETTER XY. 
[Perſwaſion to Sinners, and comfort to Saints, 


' To my dearly Beloved, the Inhabitants of the Town of 


Taunton, Grace, Mercy, and Peace from God our 
Father, and the Lord 7eſus Chriſt, 


Moſt dearly Beloved , 


Have been through metcy many years with you , art 

[| \Kould be willingly ſo many years a Priſoner for you, 
I might eminently and effeQtual'y furcher your ſalvation. 1 
muſt again, yea again, and again thank you for your abur- 
dant and intire affetions ro me, which Ivalue as a great mercy 
not in order ro my ſelf, if I know my own hearc, bur in or .; 
der to your benefit, and I may thereby he a more likely In- 1 
ſtrument to further your good, Surely,ſo much a3 I do value 
your love,which is nor a little, yer had I rather (if I am not 
unacquainted wirh my ſelf) be forgotten and forſaken of 
you all;ard buried in oblivion, So that your eyes and hearts 
might be hereby fixed on Chriſt, and fincerely engaged to 
him. Brethren, I have not beſpoken your affe&ions for my 
ſelf : O thar I might win your hearts univerſally to Jeſus 
Chriſt, though had loſt them for ever ! O that I mighr be 
inſtrumental to convert you to him though you were divert- 
ed from me. I am perſwaded that I ſhould much __ 
chooſe 
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chooſeto be hared of all, fo this might be the tneafis ro have 
Chriſt honored, and ſer up ſavingly'in the heatrs of you all. 
And indeed there is nothing grear'bur in order ro God; no- 
thing is'mfch'marerial or confiderableas ir is terminate& in 
us : Tr matters not whether we are in Riches or povetty,if 
ficknels or heath, in honour or diſgrace , ſo Chriſt may be 
by us, magnified in the condirion we are in, Welcome Pri- 
ſon and poverty, welcome {corn and envy , welcome paitis 
or cofitempr, if by theſe Gods glory tnay be moſt promored. 
Whar are we for but for God ? whar doth the Creature fip- 
nifie ſeparated: from his God'? why juſt fo much as the Cy- 
mae ſeparared from the Figare,-or the letter from rhe Sy(- 
able, we are nothing or nothing worth, but in reference to 

God and his ends. Better were ir that we had never becn, 
than that we ſhould nor be ro him. Betrer that we were dead 
than we ſhould Hive,and nor to him. Berrerthar we had no 
underſtandings than that we ſhould nor know hitm. Berrer 
that we were Blocks and Bruis than thar' we fhould nor uſe 
our reaſon for him. Wharare onr Interefts unleſs a5 they 
may beſſubſervienr ro his Inrereft ? or our eſtterh'or repu- 
tation/utileſs we may hereby glorifie him ? doyou love me? 
I know you do; but whois thetethar will leave his fins for 
me ? Tmean at my requeſts : with whom fhall T prevail ro 
give up himſelf in ſtriftneſe and (elf-denial rorhe Lord ? who 
will be intreated by me ro fer upon negleRed duties,or re- 
form accuſtomed fins? '© wherein may you ' rejoyse me ? 
in this,in this, my Brethren, in this you ſhall befriend me, 

if you obey the voice of God by me,if you be prevailed with 
to give your felves up throughlyto the Lord? 'wonld you 
lighren my burden ; would you looſen my bonds ? would 
you make glad my heart ? ler me hear of your owning rhe 
"ways and fervants of the Lord in adverſity, of yout coming 
in, of your abiding and parient continuing itr the 'ways of 
Holineſs. O thar I could bur hear thar rhe prayerteſs Souls, 
the prayerleſs fatnilies among you, were now given to prayer ! 

that the profane finner would be awakened, andbe induced 

by rhe Preaching of theſe Bonds, which hererofore would nor 

be prevailed with , to leave their drunkennefs' their looſe 

company, their lying and deceir,and Wantonneſs,by all the 
threarnings of God rhat could TT apainſt them, 
0 nor 
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nor all the beſcechings, wooings,and entreaties that I was a- 
ble ro uſe with thern ! will you not be made clean? when ſhall 
ir once be ? how long ſhall the patience of God wait for 
you ?. how long ſhall the Lord Jeſus ſtretch out his hands to 
ward you ? O finners, caſt your (elves into his Arm ? Why 
ſhould you die? why will you forſake your own mercy ? will 
you periſh when mercy wooes you ? confeſs and forſake your 
fins, and you ſhall find mercy: will you part with Chriſt, 
and ſell your ſouls to perdition for a little eaſe and delight 
ro-your fleſh ? or a little of che gain of unrighteouſneſs ? or 


a little Ale or vain mirth,or looſe company ? why theſe are. | 


the things that part between finners and Chriſt. 

I know many are ſpun with a finer thred, and are not {6 
far from the Kingdom of God, as the prayerleſs, ignorant, 
Sabbath-breaking,inremperare ſort are.But I muſt once again 
warn you of ſtaying in the ſuburbs of rhe Ciry of Refuge. 0 
whar pity is-ic that any ſhould periſh ax the Gates! thar any 
ſhould eſcape the pollutions of the world and do many thi 
yea,and ſuffer ir may be too,and yer ſhould fall ſhorr of the 

lory of God,for want of a through work of grace ! Oh you 
balring Chriſtians,thar halt berween Chriſt and the World, 


that are as Fhraim like a Cake not turned,dow-baked, Pro- / 


feſſors, that. have Lamps without Oy], that cry, Lord, Lotd, 
but do not the will of our Father which is in Heaven ! how 
long will you ſtay in the place of the breaking forth of Chil 
dren 2 and ſtjck. berween the womb and the World ? your 
Religion will carry you-among the profane deſpiſers of God- 
lincſs, bur do own the people of the Lord, and do love the 
Miniſters and ordinances,therefore all is well.T tell you,God- 
lineſs is a heart-work,it goes deep, and ſpreads far : unleſs 
the frame of your hearts , and the drifts of your courſe be 
changed, unleſs you be univerſally conſcienticus,and unreſer- 
vedly delivered up to the Lord for all times,and conditions 
whatever be the coſt,you are none of Chrifts, how far ſoever 
you go in common workings and external performances. Hear 
then,.O people,and let nor profaneneſs ſwallow you up : let 
not an almoſt Chriſtianity deceive you, or ignorance carry 
| you blindfold to perdition.Oh the thouſands, and ten thou- 
ſands that, have been undone by one cf theſe! Ah how often 
have you been warned againſt them, leaſt you ſhould ſplit 4 
, gainl 


my we ©cOTO MY mo oo, tt © oy AHAth ome 


n_—n A, ww w_w ww cy wy © — 35 


O_o 2 7 —- 


— of 


a Tz xs 


ny 


ur 


(51) 
painſt theſe dangerous Rocks; © 7ern{alem, F+ruſalem, ſaid 
Chrift, and O Taunton, Taunton, may I fay from im hoy ot- 
ten? who can tel how-often, would Gods 1ervaiiis liave 52 
thered you, and you would not ?: many, very matiy. of v-.wu 
would not. But will you now ? will you yet cole in? cd. ot © 
forbear once more, even out of the Prifor to cal: 2icr or or 
finners, and make one tender of mercy more, © cine to 
the waters of Life, waſh you, make you clean ; read wirit 
diligent obſervarion, the melring paſiages, Prov. 1. 22. to the 
end, Iſa. 1. 16, 21. Tſa. $5. 6, 10, Oh obdurate finners, if. 
none of theſe things move you ! | 

Bur for you, wlioſe very hearts are ſer againſt every fing 
and-are deliberately reſolved for God and Holineſs core all 
the worlds delight 3 you that have experience of a thorow 
change , and are brought ro have reſpe& to all Gods Com« 
mandments, who will have none dur God for your happirteſs, 
pone but Chriſt for your Treaſure, that muft and will have 
him,come what will come, bleſſed are you of the Lord : 0 
happy Souls rejoyce in the Lord, and again, I ſay,Rejoyce : 
let: your ſouls magnifie the Lord,and your ſpirits rejoyce in 
God your Saviour. Live you a life'of praife, you are highly 
favoured of the Lord , your Lines are fallen in a pleaſart 
place :'only' ſtiek: you faſt ro your choice : Beware leſt arly 
man; beguile you of tops reward : watch and keep your gar« 
ments abour you , leſt you walk naked, and men ſee your 
ſhame. Many will be plucking to pull you opr of Chriſts 
hands 3 bur-che-hirder they pluck, rhe harder do you cling, 
and*cleave to him , 'and rhe better hold faſt do you rake of 
him : bleſſed is he that overcometh.,, * 

And now the God' of Heaven fill you all with himſelf, and 
make a'l Grace to abound in you, and roward you, and that 
he' may be a Sun to comfort you, and a Shild of prote&ion 
to you, and ſhine-with his happy Beams of Grace and Glory 
on you all: Farewel ia the Lord,I an 


Tonrs in the Bonds of the Goſpel, 
JoS. ALLEINE 


4424 29, 1654; 
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= LETTER XVI 


[How to live to God. ] 


To the Beloved Peoplezthe Inhabitants of the Town F 
Taunton, Grace and Peace. | 


Moſt endeared Chriſtians , 


O tell you I love and long for you , ſeems ſomewhat 
T needleſs, I cannot doubt of your confidence that you 
have a deep ſhare in my tendereſt afte&ions:for this let my 
labours among you, . and the hazards for you ſpeak, rather 
that I my ſelf, Beloved, I am, withour a Complement the de- 
voted (cryant of your ſouls FEIWS , and the intereſt of 
Chriſt in you: way the Lord Jetus be ſer y $a in your 
hearts 3 may his name ever live in you,and be magnified by: 
you, and I haye what I ask. If this work be not promoted a». 
mong you,T ſhall account all my letrers but waſte Paper,and. 
all my pains bur loſt labour.Brerhren, I beſeech you, thar none 
of you live to your ſelves,for this were dire&ly to croſs the 
very end of Chriſt's death : for therefore he died that you 
ſhould nor live to your ſelves, 2 Cor. $. 15. Oh live to him 
that died for you ! live to him that is the God of your life | 
live ro him that bought your lives with the expenſe of his 
own ! To him that bought you from deſtruRion 3 and not 
only ſo,bnt bought, your names into the eternal Inherirance; 
reſerved in the Heavens for you. Willa man be eafily per-. 
' . faded to loſe his life? how infinitely tender are men here! 
And yet in the worſt ſence the moſt of men do loſe their! 
lives, yea, loſe them for nothing. Beloved, conſider; I be- 
ſeech you,thar life is loſt, that is not lived unto God. If-you 
—_ not loſs your lives chat you live,ſce-ro him who is the 
end of your lives.Oh remember this, and reckon that day loft, 
which you have not lived unto God! Brerhren how great/a- 

art of our lives have we really, alas! to too really loſt ? I 
feech u rake heed : here you are careful about many 
things , but beware that other things do not pur out this 
which ſhould be the main of your cares, to wit, rhe ſpend- 
in your days and ſtrength for him that made you. Would 
it not be dreadful for a man to find ar laſt when he comes 
ro 
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to hisaccount with God, that his whole life, or art leaſt the 
main of it had been but damnadle (elf-ſceking. That a man 
ſhould have ſo many years allowed him by God, and he ſhould 
at laſt be found to have been bur a falſe and wicked ſervant 
that had ſer up for himſelf with his Maſters ſtock,and aliena- 
ted his goods, and turned them to his own uſe ? Well, that 
you may throughly learn the grand leſſon of living unto 
God,take theſe Counſels : | 

Firſt, Settle it upon your beart that 7t 3s the ſum of all your 
buſineſs and bleſſedneſs to live anto God : *Tis your buſineſs, 
for his pleaſure you are and were created : what have you 
elſe to do but to ſerve your Maker in your general and par- 
ticular Callings ? what was the Candle made for (faith one) 
bur ro be burnt? beloved, what elſe have you ſtrength for, 
but for God ? doth he maintain ſervants,and ſhall neeks look 
for their work ; Would you endare it that the ſervants thar 
you find with meat and wages ſhould ſer up for themſelves, 
that they ſhould eat your. bread and all the while do their 
own work ? heloved,Gods ſervice is your bufineſs, and he 
made you and keeps you for no other end ; and it is your 
bleſſedneſs roo. Labour to be under the rooted convition 
of rhis principle, that your yery happineſs lies in pleafing and 
honouring of God. Ler the ſenſe of this live freſh upon your 
hearrs;and ir will regulate your whole courſe, 

Secondly, Remember what a dangerous, yea, damnable thing 
it zs to live to your ſelves:To make ir our main care and bufi- 
neſs to pleaſe and gratifie our ſelves , or to have applauſe 
from and reputation with others, or to grow rich in the world, 
and grearen our ſ(clyes and poſterity ,_ is the certain evidence 
of a graceleſs heart. And though the Godly do make God 
their principle end in general, yet they muſt know,thar for 
ſo much of their lives ar is ſpent beſides, this end (which is 
too roo much) they ſhall ſuffer loſs. | 

Thirdly , Labour to beep alive npon yout ſelves a deep jenſe of 
your ſtrong obligations to God, Often think with your ſelves 
wnat a righteous, what a reaſonable thing ir is, that you ſhould 
with all that you have ſerve the Lord. Beloved, ſha l nor 
the Veſſel be for the uſe of the Potter that made it ? Si all 
not the ſervant Trade for bis Maſter wich whoſe goods he is 
cairuſted ? do yornor fetch all your bread from Gods door ? 
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Is nor he rhe Rock that begar you ? the Author of your be. | 


-Ing and well-being ? is not this he thar can crucifie you or 
releaſe you? can (ave you or damn you at his pleaſure? Is ir 
not fron him that you ferch every brearh ? yoar inrereſt oh. 
liges you to pleaſe him. Why ſhould Beltſhazzars charge be a- 
gainſt you ? thar the Gcd in whoſe hand your breach 1s,-and 
whoſe are all your ways, you have' nor glorified, Dan.s. 23, 
Fourthly, Do not only zntend God as the general end of your 
conrſe,but in every ſolemn attion attzally mind your end. Though 
a'man neednot, cannot think of his Journeys-end at every 
ſtep, yer wich care he might come to this in every ſolemn ath. 
on, particularly and exprefly ro mind his end : a man cannot 
.(nor need he)think ar every bir that he'purs into his mourh, 
I will eat this for God : yer he might every time he firs down 
ro his Table, remember to cat and drink,nor to pratifie his 
flzſh,bur to glorific God, by getring ſtrength for his work, you 
cannot think of ir in every ſtep'in your , nbc bur with 
out intending ſome glory ro God by ſerving his will in your 
Place and ſtation ? and fo in your viſits and labours. 
Fifrhly, Every morning let this be your firſt and ferm reſolution, 
T will {et forth this dav in the Name of God. Your firſt and laſt 
thouglirs are of greateſt conſequence; amt therefore I adviſe 
you to begin and end with this : when ever you lie down, 
* ay in your ſelves, will make uſe of my Bed as an ordinance 
'of God,thar a ſeryant of his may be refreſhed and firred for 
his work: when ever youriſe up,think 1 will ſpend rhis day 
for God,and follow the buſineſs of my calling, becauſe:T am 
ſo appvinted by God, Zech. 10. 12, And they ſhall walk y 
end down 1n b:s Name, ſaith the Lord,@c. * ; 
Beloved, I defign rhe ſweetneſs and comforts, as well a 
ftri&neſs of your lives, Live to God as you are direed,and 
you ſhall marvellouſly proſper in borh. I am vor ſure yer, 


whether or no I ſhall ſee you at rhe Affrzes, which Trearnefif i 


ly defire todo. T leave all things ro our Fathers wiſe diſps 

fal,and commending you to Gcd, I divide my loves among 

you,and fo reſt £3 
Tours zn' the Lonzds of the Lord Jeſus , 


From the Priſon” at Juelcheſter, 


Nov. 14. 1663, 
, : J0S. ALLEINE 
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LETTER XVII. 
[Motives to ſet our ſelves to pleaſe God. > 


T o the moſt Loving, axd beſt Beloved, the ſervants of 
Chriſt in Taunton, Grace and Peace : 


Moſt dear Chriſtians, 


OE Priſoner in the Lord ſaluteth you with all dearneſs: 
your are the care of my heart , the defire of my Eyes, 
the joy of my Bonds, and the ſweer of my liberty, I am 
much ſatisfied in the wiſe diſpoſal of our Heavenly- Father, 
whether he ſee it good for me to be a Bond-man, or a Free- 
man,ſo I may bur ſerve your ſouls to the greateſt advantage. 
Methinks I begin to feel in my ſelf, more than ever the be- 
nefic of your Prayers ; the influences of Heaven , through 
the riches of Free-grace (to which alone be the Praiſe) be- 
ing more fully ſenfible,and ſweer upon me. I hop@the Lord 
will reſtore-us one to another in his time, much berrer than 
we parted ; in the mean time, fee thar you ſtand faſt in the 
hope of the Goſpel. The Lord taketh infinite care for you, 
ſee thar it be your care, the care of your very hearts, to pleaſe 
the Lord-: Ser your hearts to it as the buſineſs of your lives, 
and the very end of your beings , to walk worthy of the 
Lord unto all well-pleafing, Set home on your (elyes ſuch 
confiderations as theſe. | 

Firſt, It i the very buſeneſs you were made for, and ſtent into 
the world for,to pleaſe your Maber. For his pleaſure you are, 
and were Created. Why ſhould the Lord repent that he had 
made you? Gen.6.6 What treacherous and damnable falſhood 


-£ i5 this, that when the Lord hath given us Breath and Being, 


and ſent us into the World on purpoſe on his ſervice , we 
ſhould like falſe and wicked ſervants, ſet up for our ſelves ? 

why ſhould your Creator fay,he hath made you in vain ? 
Secondly, If you ſet your bearts to pleaſe the Lord,you are ſure 
you ſhall-pleafe him. Ir is not ſo with men,all the care inthe 
World will nor ſuffice ro pleaſe ſome men. ' How often do 
Princes forſake their greateſt Favourites ? ſo thar if you ſer 
(d 4) © 
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ro pleaſe men, you are nor ſure to attain your end ar laſt; 
yea,rather you are ſyre narto atrain is. Bux if the Lord doth 
ſee your very hearts be fer to pleaſe him, he will accept you, 
though you come ſhort, 2.Cor, 8. 12. Read that ſweet pal- 


ſage, 2 Chron. 6.75. 
'Thirdly, It wiltbe 4 certain fign of your ſincerity, when the 
pleaſing of the L1rd is your greateſt buſineſs, Phil. 1. 20. \To 


ſuch the Promiſe runs, Hz. 56. 4. 5» It is a.diſtinguiſhing 


evidence truly to ſeek and prize Gods favour, more then 
Corn, Wine, P/al. 4.6.7. 

Fourrhly, This will jet all in oxder, and bring a{l your buſs 
weſs to a H2ad,when you have ſet down this as the one thing nt 
ceſſary,that you are reſolved to pleaſe the Lord.this will regulate 
your whole lives,and bring. ath your buſaneſs 2xto a little compa 
A Chriſtian hath bur one thing xo do in all conditions, and 
that is ro carry it fo in his preſent ſtate,as thar he may pleake 
God. A man-pleaſer; @ bow many hath be to pleaſe . what 
an endleſs work hath ſuch-an one to do? 

Fifchly, Conſeder but bow careful the Manepleaſing Parafitt, 
end timegſerving Hypocrite # topleaſe m.1: and ſhall not we 
cake as much care to pleaſe our God? oh howdoth the flat- 
tering Conttier ſtudy the humour of his Prince? be you #5 
careful ro ſtudy, and to be acquainted with the mind of God, 
Whar will not men to to ſcrew. themſelves into the favour 
of the Mighty ? oh that you were bur as diligent., and ut: 
wearied, and pun&ual in your endeayQurs , to get and ro 
keep the favour of the Almighty? 

* Sixthly, Conſider whoje favour or diſpleaſure is af that conſe 
quence to you, 'as the Lords is of. © Whar if men ſhould be ar- 
gry wich you,have they the Keys of Hell, and of Death ? no, 
no,fear them nor.Can they undo your Souls,? can they ſend 
you to Hell ? Alas they cannor. See that you dread his dif 

leaſure that'can, Alas what will their favqur avail you ? 
if they be pleaſed, can they ſtand between the-wrath of God 
and you ? can they pardon your. fins ? ſaye your fouls? (e- 
cure your Eternal cancernments? where is all, their favour 
or good will, when they or you come to die ? [t will nor be 
wortha Ruſh when moſt needed. Therefore beloved Bre- 
thren,whatever you do keep in with. God. Reſolve upon it, 
He muſt be pleaſed,thovgh all the VVorld be difpleaſed, Ler 
ro Ft Penny | M 
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it be enough to you to have his good will : let this be the 
Ons thing that. you bend your ſelves toſeck, and if you ferry 
ſeek ir, you may be ſure to find ir. The Meſſenger flays 
for me, and ſo I mufi here ſhut up my Lercer,as Fyde doth 
his. Te Beloved, building up your jelves 7n your moſt boly Faith, 
Praying in the Holy Ghoſt, keep your ſelwes in the love of God, 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Feſws Chrift unto Eternal 1ife; 
Unro his Grace I cammend you:all, and ſhall add nothing 
bur to ſhare my loves among, and ſo reſt, 


Tour Embaſſador in Bonds, 
| JOS, ALLEINE: 
Juelcheſter, November 22. 1663. 


LETTER, XVIIE. 
L The Worth of Holineſs, ] 


Ta the Beloved People the Flock of Ged in Tauntong 
Grace and Peace. | 


Moſt dear Friends, and Brethren, 


Am now a Priſoner of the Lord for you Geztil?zs, and 
] therefore have ſent theſe few Lines, to beſeech you by 
theſe Bonds which I gladly endure for your ſakes, to hold 
forth, and hold faſt the profeſſion of your Faith withour 
wavering. The Lord make you ſtedfaſt in the Holy Do» 
Arine wherein you haye been taught. I have not ſhunned 
to declare unto you the whole Counſel of God, O remem- 
ber that by the ſpace of eight years, I ceaſed nor to warn you 
every one, and kept back nothing that was profttable unza 
you , hur have taught you publickly, and from Houſe +9 
Houſe, warning every man, and reaching every man thay 
I mjghr prefenc every man perfe& in Chriſt Jeſus. Oh that 
Impenitcnc finners would yer remember the — 

| | « 


(38) 
the obſecrations, and the obreſtarions, that they have had! 
have they not been ſought unro?have they not been intreared? 
have they not been followed from the Publick, ro their own 
Houſes ? hath not the VVord been brought to their Doors? 
Hath'not Mercy wooed them?have they wor been called un- 
der. the VVings of Mercy? And yer they would not. Oh 
that they would confider it now inthe latter dayes ? Fer, 
23.20, Oh that they would remember, and repent, that 
there might be yet an after Harveſt? That they would yer 
_ -come in and live! Are you yer willing to turn ? hear how 
Wiſdom calls afrer you, Prov. 11. How long ye ſimple ones 
will you love ſomplicity,and fools hate knowledge : turn you at 
wy reproof. Bur if they wilt not hear,good were it for them 
that they had never been born : 7t ſhall be more,and berter 
for Sodom and Gomorrah, then for them. 

Bur for you that have raken upon you the Profeſſion of 
firi& Godlineſs,I ſhall only preſs you to follow on, and preſs 
towards the Mark. You have much work per ro do,and God 
harh given you no time to Loyter in. I beſeech you to put 
on. Thar Perſon..that firs down when he hath gotren to that 
- pitch thar he thinks will bring him to Heaven, is never like 
ro come thither ; Grace is one .of rhoſe things thar ſairh, [t 
ever bath exough.Let me urge upon you the Apoſtles Coun- 
ſel, Heb. 12. 14. Fallow aftew Holineſs.. 

Fryſt, Holineſs is the choiceſt Ornament: iris an adorn- 
ing in the ſight of God, of great prize, Ir is the Glory of 
God,and will you count it your ſhame? Exod. 15. Godis 
glorious in Hotineſs,. and Grace is called Glory, 2 Cor.3.18; 
Bur'we may now cry out as the Pſalmzſt, in his complaint, 
Oye ſons of m:n, how long will ye turn ly Glory into ſhame? Pl, 
4- 2. Bur be of good comforr, the ſhame of Holineſs is real 
Glory : how confidently doth Paal ſhake his Chain? 4s 28. 
20.” We read of ſome that did glory .in their hamein a ſad 
ſenſe, that is in thar which was real ground »of ſhame,ro wir, 
their ſin, Ph1.3.19. Bur we meer with others that in a hap» 
py fenfe, did glory in their ſhame; thar is in the ſhame of 
Religion, which is indeed a Crown of Glory. So did Peter 
and fohn, Adts 5. 41; 


Secondly, Holineſs is the ſafeſt Muniment : Grace is not” 


enely for Ornament, but for Uſe.. Righreouſneſs is a wy 
, 1s plare 
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plare that keeps the Virals,, and is a ſure defence from 
mortal :wounds, Epheſ. 6. 14. - When the Politicians have 


done their beſt with all cheir polirick ferches, ' it is he thar 


walbeth uprightly, that walketh ſurely, Prov./107 19. Lit 
integrity and uprightneſs _ me, (ſaith David, Pſal.2g. Laſt. 
Idefire no other Proreftion than Innocency.Fdefire robeno 
longer ſafe'than theſe can preſerve me z when I muſtler go 
my Integrity or my ſafety , I will chuſe the danger rather 
than the fin:and yer will never doubt bur my Integrity will 
faye-me harmleſs, and prevent me for ever coming off a 
Loſer. Never perſwade me that thar man doth chooſe wiſely 
or will conſult. in his own ſafety, that runs upon the diſplea- 
ſure of the infinite God, who is a devouring fire,to flie the 
danger of mans diſpicaſure. . Did you ever-read or hear of 
a man ſo mad as to run upon the Swords point;to avoid the 
ſcratch of a Pin?or to run upon a roaring Canon, rather than 
danger his being wetſhod ? why this is rhe beſt wiſdom of 
the diſtraKed World, who will fin rarher than ſuffer,and to 
ſave themſelves harmleſs in the World, will run upon God, 
even upon; his neck,and the thick Boſles of his Buckler, Fob 
IS. 2g, 26, | 
Thirdly, Qolineſs will be found to be your real happineſs: 
Eat of this Tree,and you ſhall be indeed as God.Godlineſs is 
Gods likeneſs. The beauty of Holineſs is this very Image; 
Sin is the diſeaſe of which Holineſs is the Cure. Pride is the 
Timpany, paſſion the Feavour of the mind, how reſtleily 
raging is the mind where they reign?holineſs, humility, meck- 
neſs,are a preſent eaſe, a preſent Cure, if the Patient car! take 
but enough. O what peace and tranquility doth Holineſs 
work in the Mind! Great peace hav? they that {nut thy Come 
mandments. and nothing ſhall offend them, Pſa'm 1 19. 16s, 
Read 1/2 48. 18. 22. and 26. 3. and 32. 15, tuineſs w !l 


be a treaſure of Riches, Fam.2.5. and a Crown of honovr, 


Als 17. 11. A Paradiſe of pleaſure to yon, Prov.3 17. 1: 4 
word, Holineſs is the perfe&ion of mans narure, F'b 12 21, 
The Communication of the Divine Nature, 2 Pet.1.4 Thee 
earneſt of Glory, Mat. 5.8. And the very entrance of Hea- 

ven, .Pbl; 3. 20. 
Let me ſay riow to every one of you, as our Saviour to 
Martha, John 11.26. Brlweved thou thu? If you doylive like 
| Believers, 


669.) 
Believers, and do.you follow;after Holineſs as others follow 
their Trades or Studies. Ler Religion be your bufineſs, and 
\ not a thing by the by with you : follew as hard upon the 
zrſujr of Grace, as if you did indeed believe riches and 
honoar were in.it, Count your ſelves well, as long as you 
keep within rhe line of your duty. Ler holineſs fit in your 
it, plead ſtourly and reſolve for ir,be you Advocates for Ho- 
 lineſs,in an Adulrerous and wicked Generation, wear it as 7 


ur 
hin 


Lips,and ſeaſon all your Speech with grace. Profeſs ir, ownf 


Robe of honour, when the ſpightful World caſt the dung off | 


their Reproaches at you for ir : let it dwell in your hearts: 
Let it adorn your Houſes : lcrit be your:Companion in your 
Cloſers : Let it Travel with you in your Journies : letirlie 
down and riſe up with you : let ir cloſe your eyes in the 
Evening, and call you out of your Beds in the Morning. Be 
you the votaries of Holineſs : keep her, and ſhe ſhall keey 

OU, 8 | 
. I ſhall cloſe with my loves to you all, only becauſe I know 
you love to hear of my well-fare; I muftrei{ you that good 


neſs and mercy do follow me peoperaally every day , and} 
e higheſt, Dear Brethren, 


every night, Glory ro God in 

Fare you well in the Lord, Tam 

Tour Devoted Servant in the Goſptl, 
whether a Bond-man, or 4 Pret, 


Jos. ALLEINEF 


Prom the common Gaole at Juel- 
ekeſter, December 3. 1663. 


Moſt Dearly Beloved, 
This was intended for you a Week ſooner then ir comes 


to be communicated. I purpoſely write in rhe middle of the 


Week, that if any Opportunity be ſuddenly offered, 1 may 


have ſomewhat ready for you : but laſt week I failed ofaf 


Cgnreyance, I ſhall not add anything further now, bur that 
humble 


I ſhall fokow my Counſcts with my Praycrs,and- ſhall be anJ®%! 


( 61) 
ow fumble Inrerceſſor night and day before God for yow :- ve 
nd {tim 1 commend: you, and: ro the Word of his Grace, 

rhe | La Ks 

and | Remaining Tours while 1 am, 
you £ | 
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off LETTER XIX. 
- ++ 1. Try.- 2. Rejoyce.)] 
tlic 


the To the moſt loving, ard beſt beloved , the Flock of 


6 Chriſt ix Taunton; Grace and Peace. 
_ endeared Friends 


06 AY heart is folicirous for. you: your Spirirual and Eter- 
and! V 4 nat welfare is-che matter of my defares and d 

ren, {et not wy. Beloved think they were forgorten by me, be- 

uſe you heard not from me the laſt Week : _ 

Wd from my eyes ro write royou ar large; bur-in the morn= 

he, I concluded ir beſt , ro:defer the imparting of it to you 

a ſeaſon,thar you tighr have ir a- better way. Can a wo- 

tan forget her Child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion 

i x $* the Son of her womb ? yea,they may forget, bur Chriſt 

" Fill earneſtly remember you: ſtill. Natural Parents may. be 

0 far unnatural ; ſpiritual Parents may be ſo far carnal,as to 

rget their own-Children : I would haye you countnorhing 

certain” but Chriſts love and-care.. This youn-may build 

pon : You need nor fear leſt rime and diſtance ſhould wear 

but the remembrance of you with him : your names are in- 

ollec in theeverlaſting Decrees of Heaven, and whole E- 

mes $nity harh not been able to-wear them our. Do any of 

f rhe You queſtionwhether you are ſo happy as to have your names 

may ſſ<corded above ? I ſhall bring ir ro a ſpeedy iſſue: Do vou 

of a Fiveſtion whether Chriſt hath raken your names ?- whether 

thatYou are' upon his hearr? Ler me atk you, Is Heaven upon 

e anJ® Hezrfs 2 Is.the Name of-: Jeſus deeply engraver upon 

nbc your 


- 


| _ not forſake you; becauſe it hath pleaſed the Lord ro make you 


(62) | 
your 'Souts ? /1s. his Image and Superſcriptiors there? If you 
can find. thar Heaven is the main of your cares , that your 
hearts are ſet upon it as your home and your Countrey;zand 
that ir is your great buſinek to ſeck ir and (ccure ir, then 
never doubr, if your Hearts be chietly upon Heaven, your 
Naines are unqueſtionable written in Heaver.. Again, hath 
Chriſt recorded his name in your Hearts ? Is the Name of 
Jeſus the Beloved name wirh you ? precious above allznexr 
ro your hearts? [s there no other Name under heaven fo 
dear and ſweet ro you ? What room hath Chritt in you? 
any thing be deeper in your hears than he is, you are un- 
ſound. As the Father hath given him,ſo do your hearts give 
him a Name above every Name: is Chriſt vppermoſt with 
you in your. eftimarions and afte&iun ? Then rejoyce and 
leap for joy , your Names are moſt precious with Chriſt, 
if his Name be above all dear to you. Once mote , hath 
Chriſt drawn our his own fimilicude upon You ! Is Chriſt 
within you? doth he dwell in your Hegrrs ? Then be ſure © 6 
you have a room in his heart : The'Image of Chriſt is in ho- 
lineſs.  15'this that which your very hearts are ſet upon? Do If 
you thirft for Holineſs? Do you follow afrer Holincſs ? Do JJ 
you. prize-it above all proſperiry and world]y greatneſs? De ji "he 
you hare every/fin and long to-be rid of it as your moſt irk- 
ſome burden? and uſe all Gods means agzaſt jr as far as you 
know them?If ir be thus. with you, Chriſt hath ſer his ſtamp fi 
upon your hearts, and fo you may be ſure he hath fet you 
as a Seal upon his hearr. | the 

Rejoyce then, O Chriſtians, and ble( your ſelves in the Y&'e 
happy prrviledge that you have, in being under Chrifts care, ot 
Fear nortlittle Flock z Stronger is he that is with you, than tc 
he rhar iisagainſt you : What though Satan ſhould raiſe all 
his Militia againſt you, adhere to Chriſt in a patient doing & 
ſuffering his pleaſure and he ſhall ſecure you: The Lord will 


= I = 0” 6h w w.cEyxt =. oc 0c we. 


his people: God hath entruſted: you with his Son: You are} 

his Care and his Charge : Mary will be lifring at you, many 

will be plucking art ——_— fear nor, you fhall not be mo+F' 

ved, none ſhali pluck ydu out of Chriſts hand, he hath all '"du 

power, Mat.28.8. Can Omnipotence ſecure you? He is als 

Treaſures, Cl. 2. 3: Can unſcarchable Riches ſuffice you? $9 
In 
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In a word, he-is all fullneſs, Col, 1.21, Can all contenr 
_ ? on Fulneſs fill you? if ſo,you are bleſſed and ſhall be 
bletied, '1, IL 
Beloved, We looſe unutterably for want of confideri 
for want of viewing our own Priviledges, and Bleſledneſs, 
O Man, 1s Chriſt thine, and yer doſt thou live at a low rate 
and Comfort ? 1s thy Name written in heaven, and yer 
doft thou nor rejoyce ? Shall the Children of the Kingdom, 
{@ || the Candidares of Glory, the choten Generation, the Royal 
\ of Þ Prieſthood, be like other men? O Chriſtians, Remember who 
in- || and whence you are, confider your Obl:gations, put on a 
Ive | better pace3PFeſtir your ſelves,run and wreſtle,and be ſtro 
ith for the Lord of Hoſts (and earneſtly, yer peaccably 
nd | contend for the Faith once delivered ro his Saints 
iſt, | bar ſhall we make nothing.of all thar God hath faid and 
ach © done for us? O Chriſtians, ſhall he rhar hath gertten an inrich- 
rift {© ing Office boaſt of his Booty ? or he that hath obrained the 
are © kings Parent for an Earldome, glory in his Riches and He» 
ho- © four? And ſhall the Grant of Heaven 1ignifie little with 
Do thee ? Or Chriſts Patent for thy Son-ſhip and Partnerſhip 
Do vith himſelf be like a Cypher ? Shall Hamor come home from 
Do the Banquer with a glad kearr , and glorying in the great- 
ir. W n(s. of his Riches, the mulrizude of his Children, and all 
you {fie things wherein the King had promored him above the 
amp {Princes ? And ſhall we turn over our Bibles and read the 
you £'rofniſes, and find ir under Gods own hand,that he intends . 
the Kingdom for us, that he will be a Father to us, that he 
the Yeives and grants all his infinite perfe&ions ro us, and yer 
are, (ot be moved ? Beloved Chriſtians, live like your ſelves,let 
chan ihe Word ſee that the Promiſes of God, and-Priviledges of 
» all the Goſpel are nor empty ſounds, or a meer Crack. Let the 
ig & wovenly cheerfulneſs and the reſtleſs diligence, and the ho- 
willy raiſedneſs of: your Converſations prove the reality, ex- 
cellency, and beauty of your Religion ro the World, For- 
1 areJ8<t not your Priſoner, Labour earneſtly for me in your 
nany [frayers, - who am night and day labouring and ſuffering 
mo+F{or. you. 1can never bleis God enough for his moſt render & 
h all Jivdulgent care for you, which appears ſo wonderfully in 
is all Js Fatherly ProteGion,and his Fatherly Proviſion.See thar 
you? $/'0u receiye not the Crace of God ig vain, Remember with 
I crembling 
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you 
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trettibling, that of out Lord, Tv whom Much 7s given of bim 
#ucb (hall be required. With my moſt dear loves to you all, 
I commend you to your Father and my Father , your God 
drid'my God, remaining 


Tours 7n all manner of Obligations, 


10S. ALLEINE. 


From the common Goal at Juel- 
cheſter, Januaty 20. 1663, 


— 


LETTER XX: 
[ The Felicity of Believers. 


Tothe moſt beloved People, the ſervants of Gad in 
Taunton, S$4lvation, 


Moſt endeared Chriſtians, 


Have longed and waited for a little breathing trime,where-M 

[| in I might write unto you , bur I have been oppreſſed t 
hirherto with ſo many cares, and ſuch a throng of bufinel, pr 
that till now (and ſcarcely now) I have had no time of te «| 
ſpirarion, wherein I might ſufficiently reſle& on you, or m , 
ſelf. Bur _— ſo great a part of Taunton be tranſlated ajj 
ro Fuelche/ter with me, yet I may nor, I cannot forget yall te; 
that are behind. po 
Alas poor Taunton, how ſhould T bewail thee! didT look} n> 
pon thee only with the Eye of ſenſe, Alas ! for thy wontedſſ 
liberties, for thy former plenty, and variety wherewith rhe tj 
Lord hath bleſſed thee? he had ſpread a Table for thee in 
the midſt of thine Enemies 3 Bread hath been given thee, 
and thy Waters have been ſure: Bnt now a Famine ſeem 
to threaten thee,and rhe Comforters that ſhould relieve th 
Soul are far from thee. Thy Shepheards are remove! 
Thou feeſt nor thy Signs,nor thy Prophers,and thy wore 
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helpers are now diſabled from giving thee ſupplies, Alas, 
how, do thine enemies triumph, and thy Teachers and thine 
Inhabirants are become their Caprives ! and how great is the 
cry of thy poor,and thine oppreſſed ! 

Such would be the language of ſenſe, if that were ſuffered 
to be the Speaker, Bur faich will ſpeak in another Diale&:; 
And therefore amongſt my other Counſels, that I ſhall ſend 
you, this ſhall be the firſt, 

Judge not of the preſent Providences, by the condu& of 
ſenſe, bur by the eye of Faith. Faith will ſee that we are 
then-moſt honoured, when we are moſt vilified , and re- 
proached, and fer at nought for the ſake of Chriſt ; and thar 
we are then moſt happy -, when the World hath done its 
worſt to make us miſerable. Faith will rell you, that GO D 
isa _ | Spe help, when you ſeem quire to fail of help; 
and will ſhew you the Well of warer, that is near, when the 
Water in the Bortle is ſpent. What though you ſeem to 
have loſt Miniſters, Husbands, Friends for a Seaſon ? Faith 
will rell you , that they are well beſtowed, and that ir will 
be both your, and their adyantage, in the Day of Retribu- 
tion. | 

Brethren, what ate you for ? are you for the preſent world 
or for thar.that.to come ? are you for your temporal enjoy- 
ments, or do you ſeek for Glory, H,nour, and Tmmorrtali- 
ty? If you are for this World , you have made a very im- 
prudent choice, in taking up the Profeſſion of Godlirels and 
cleavirig to and owning the hated ways of the Lord ; Bur if 
you are for Glory,and for Eternity, then be of good chear, 
all theſe things do make for us. - You are witneſles how of- 
ten I have told you of theſe things, and I can ſay with the A- 
poſtle,I believe therefore have I ſpoken,and therefore T am 
nothing moved with all theſe things; nor with the things 
that do yet further betide me. I believe, and therefores1 
told you, that you ſhou!d never be loſers by 7e/us Chriſt. Nay 
do I fay Trold it you, you know the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath 
ſhewed you, that the perſecuted are doubtly blefſed ; thar 
ſuch ſhould rejoyce, and leap for joy, becauſe great is rheir 
reward in Heaven Hath not God ſaid,thar if we ſuffer with 
him we ſhall alſo Reign with him ; ana thar theſe light af- 
flitions work for -us a weight of Glory ? And if this he 
ce) Wuc, 
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rrue, 1 pray you;tell me whether GOD hath nor dealt well 
with us in counting us worthy of this little. Tribulation for 
"his Name? Indeed the Sufferings is bur little 3 but verily the 
- Reward will not be'little. _ I know whom I haye truſted: 1 
am well aſſured the Glaſle is rurned up, and every hour reck. 
oned of our Impriſonment, and every Scorn and Reproach 
of our Enemies is kept in Black and V Yhite,T belieye,there 
fore do I ſpeak ; GOD is infinitely render of us, my Bre- 
rhren, though a Poor and deſpicable Generation. 7 valne 
not the Pot- gun threats of a frowning world 3 *tis well with 
us, we are GODS Favourites. Come my Beloyed, let us 
fic down under his Shadow: Here is ſafety, and reft,if God 
be for us, who can be againft'us'? Verily he Bortles all of 
Tears, and tells all our wandrings:He numbers all our hairs, 
whoſoeyer toucherh' us ſhall nor. be Innocent, Rnow you 
not thar we are the Apple of his Eye?Hath not he reproved 
the preateſt for his Peoples ſakes, ſaying reproach not mite 
anvinired ? And ſo we forget how he loved us. , Are not we 
his Jewells ? Doth He nor own us for his Mettibers, for his 
Children ? | | 
Ah what a Block doth Unbelief make of man ? VVhar,do 
you think that all this dorh fignifie nothing ?. Can you forg 
your Children ? VVill 'you ſuffer your Jewells to lie in the 
Dirt, or make no reckaning of them whether they are loſt! 
Verily 1 write not this without ſhaming refle&ions upon 
my own ſtupidiry. VVhat,. Beloved of God, adopted b 
God! YVYhar, a Member of Chrift Jeſus! [A Veſſel of Me 
cy 1. An heir of Glory ? VVhat, and nor yet ſwallowed upir 
the ſenſe of Gods infinite loye! Bluſh, Oh my_ Soul, and be 
cofounded before the moſt High,& cover thy face with ſhame. 
Iremember what the Heathen Seneca writes, obſerving the 
expreſſions of Gods love ro min in his common Providence; 
Verum eſt, uſque in deticias Amamur,Thar is,it is a very truth] / 
\re are Beloved of God eyen as his darlings,' | 
My Erethren, Have Faith in God. Believe his Promiſes: 
VValk mth e ſenſe of His love. Comfort your ſelves ih God 
loye towards you, under all che hatred and'envy'of mer 
and the contradi&ion of finners that you meet with. 
ſtrong and of a good Conrage, God is for you. ' Be aſſured 
tharhe that walketh uprightly, walketh ſurely : Forſake ws 
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vt aſſembling of your ſelves rogerher. Now ſee that you 

ſpeak. often ro one another, and build up cach other in 
the holy Faith.God knows I cannor do for you, as 1 would ; 
I would have been larger to you, bur-1 cannot. My moſt 
dear loves, 7 defire you to ſhare among you, 1 am greatly 
Yours. The Peace that paſleth all Underſtanding keep 
your hearts and minds, . 1 am 


Yours to ſerve you and for you 
with all reading/s of mind. 


JOS. ALLEINE: 


From the Priſon at Zuelcbeſter, 
Fuly 28th, 1665; 


; LETTER, XXI 


\ ... | Whatdo you. more than'others ? J 


fl To, the moſt dearly Beloved, the Servaxts in Taun- 
ton, Grace and Peace. 


Moſt loving and entirely Beloved, 


Ou are: a great. Joy.to me, 1.know not what thank, 
amel '& |; fo render to the Lord for you, when 1 hear of you,. 
g ell Conſtancy, and Fidelity, and Zeal, in adhering co him,ang. 
nee; his ways, even in ſuch a time as this, you are highly favour_. 
ruch.Þ] £d, Bleſſed be the Lord God of 1/rae7,that he hath regard 

# | ed the, Jow: Eſtates of. his Servants : That he ſhould eve 
iſes:} Mmdulge you. as he bath, , and, hover ovcr you, even as the; 
Gods) Eagle Airteth up-her Neft, and flurtereth-over her Young, 
men] ſpreaderthigbroadher V Vings, taketh them, beareth chem.cn 

2 her Wings): for (0 haththe Lord your God ,dealr with you : 
ured He hath kepr you as the Apple of his: Eye, and fince the 
, noe} Streams of Cherith were dried up, yet to this day he hath 

hd fot ſuffered the handful of Meal to waſt, nor the Oyl in 
Cen the 
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the Cruſe to fail, but (though you hayeno an_—_ cotruſt 


ro) hath conrinvally provided for you ro the How 

ſhould I love and bleſs the Lord for this his great Grace to- 

wards you, while I live? Now I beſeech you my Bre 

that you confider the Kindneſs of rhe'Lord; for the Lord 
ur God is he thar carch for you, and that you love the 


O 
Lite your God, and fear him for ever, for he is your Life, 


and the Length of your Daies. Andas Fob hada holy fear. 
of his Children, leaſt rhey ſhould have offended : So-my 
moſt dearly Beloved,I am jealous of you with a Godly jea- 
louſie, leſt any of you ſhould receive this Grace of God in 
vain, I muſt not ceaſe to - you in mind, that God doth 
look from no ſmall marrer from you. Remember my moſt 
endeared Charge, that the Lord doth look for ſingular things 
from you , that there be not a barren Tree nor a Dwarf 
Chriſtian among you; where the Lord doth ftrow much,he 
looks to gather much ; and where he ſoweth much, he ex, 
&s to reap accordingly. Whoſe account my Beloved, is 
ike tobe (o great as yours? Olook abour you, and think of 
the Maſter coming to Reckon with you for his Talents;when 
he wiil expe& no ſmall increaſe. - Beloved, what can you 


do ? How muchare you grown? Whar ſpoil have you made 


upon your Corraptions? What progreſs in Grace? _. 
Suppoſe Chriſt ſhould pur-the awakening queſtion ro you, 
What do you more than others? Beloved,God doth expe& 
more of his People,than of any others in the world befides ; 
And well he may. For ' | 
Firſt, He hath beftowed more on them than on others : Now 
where much is given, much ſhall ex required : Can you 
think of that wichour trembling ? He hath beſtowed on them 
ſingular Love more than on others 3 Thos only have I knows 
of all the Families on Earth, He hath a diſtinguiſhing Love 
and fayour for his People,and he looks rhat his love ſhould, 
be a conſtraining Argument to Obedience. Again he hath 
laid our a ſingular care on his People,more than on others: 
He cares for no man, for norhing in all the World, in com- 
parifon of them. He reproveth Kings for their ſakes. © He 
will give Nations, and Kingdoms for their Ranſome. / So 
precious are they in his ſighr, and ſo dearly Beloved; that 
he will give men for them, and People for their Life. He 
wirhdraweth 
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Kpiric of our God. The reſt are the Refuſe : Theſe the Jew- 


Uitban for others. Theſe are the lirtle Flock to whom ir 
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withdraweth not his Eyes from the Righteous, he will not 
indure them our of his fight, The Eyes of the Lord are 
upon the Righteous, and firſt the eye of kis more accurate 
Obſervation : God can winck at others as it were, and over- 
look what they do with little notice, bur he hath a moſt cu» 
rious Eye upon his People, he markerh their ſteps,& booketh 
their words, he weigheth their Aﬀions, and pondereth all 
their goings. -And ſhould they not walk more cautiouſly, 
and charily, than any alive, that are under ſc exaR and cu- 
rious an Eye ? Secondly rhe Eye of ſpecial Care, and Pro- 

teion. Behold the Eye of the Lord is upon them thar fear 

him, I will guide thee with mine Eye : And ſhould nor 
they be infinirely render and careful how to pleaſe the Lord, 

who have his fingular Care laid out on them? In ſhort,God 
hach beſtowed on them ſingular Priviledges, more than 
others : Theſe are a peculiar Treaſure ro him above all Peo- 
ple, a Kingdom of Prieſts, an holy Nation, a ſingular ſepa- 

nated People, they dwell alone, they are diverſe from all 

People : When the whole world lies in wickedneſs, theſe are 7 
Called and Choſeny and Faithful, Waſhed, and Juſtified, a 

and SanRified in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the 


els: Theſe are raken , and they are lefr. Shall nor Gods 
Prieſts be Cloathed with Righteouſneſs, and ſhall nor Princes 
Live above the rate of Peaſants ? 

Secondly, He hath intruſted them with more then others; - 
Not onely with the Talents of his Grace (for the increaſe 
whereof rhey muſt give a ſtri& account bur alſo with the 
Jewel of his Glory. How renderly ſhould they walk, thac 
are entruſted with ſuch a Jewell? Remember, your makers 
Glory is bound up in your fruitful walking. 

Thirdly, He hath qualified them more than others, He hath 
put into them a Principle of Life, having quickned them re- 
gether with Chriſt. He hathſer up a light in their Minds, + 
when others lie in Darkneſs. He hath given them orher Aids, 
than others have, even his Spirit ro help their Infirmiries, 
my qrhers lie like Veſſels that are .VVindbound, and can- 
nor ſtir, - - 

Fourthly, Ae hath provided for them other manner of things 
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I; his good pleaſure. to give the Kingdom 3 great are the 
preparations for them. The Father hach prepared the King. 
dom for them from the foundations. of .the World: : the Sn 
is gone to Heaven on purpole to prepare a place for them; 
The Spirit is preparing them, and making rhem meet tohe 
artakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light : and 
ould theſe be like ather People ? 
Brethren beloved, God and Men do. expe& you ſhould do 
more then others, {ce that char you be indeed ſingular. For 

1. If you do no more for God than others, he will do more 
againſt you then others ; You onely have 1 known, therefar 
will I puniſh you. The barren Tree in the Vineyard muſt 
down, whereas had he been in the Common he might. hare 
ſtood much longer. God looked for Grapes from his Vine. 
yard , on which he had beſtowed ſuch care and coſt more * 
than ordinary,but when they bring forth wild Grapeshe will "* 
lay them waſte ina worſe manner than the Forreſt When 
Chriſt came to the Fig-tree ſeeking fruit, and met with none, 
he curſt ir from the root, whereas had ir been a Thom ol 
Bramble, ic might have ſtood as before., ſer 

2, If you do no more than others,you muſt look for no 1* 
more than others : If you ſhould pur off God with a comma ll 19 
obedience, you muſt expe& to be pur off with common mer} 4 
CiES, 

3. Except you do more than others, God will be diſhes tha 
noured more by you than others. 

I have been too long with you, but I am earneſtly defiraw 
you ſhould be ſenſible of Gods extraordinary expeRatiohs 
from you, And truly, as God looks for more from his ow 
than others,ſo he looks for more from you than others,cven 
of his own, becauſe that he hath done more: See that you he 
ſhining Chriſtians, that you'be ſtrong in the grace of God, that 
you preſs towards the mark. Bur I muſt conclude ;, I git thre 
my loves among you all, being able to add no more , but 
thar I am 


Tours in fervent Loves and Longings, 


| Jos. ALLEINEI *t 
From the Priſon at Juelcheſ;er, | ;,: 
: Jan, 2, 1653, to 
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LETTER XXII. 
[Chriſtian Care, Faith, Self-denial.] 


To the moſs Beloved People), the S ervants.of Goa 4 
n Taunton, Salvation. | 


Moſt endeared Chriſtians, 


He reaſon why my Letters have not of late come ſo 
T thick as formerly to you, is not becauſe I forgor to love 
ou,and ro care for you 3 bur becauſe I have been bufjly ra- 
len up in other labors of ſundry kinds for you. Iam yours, 
and love to be ſo, being ambitious nor to have dominion o- 
yer your faith, but to be a helper of your Joy. Chriſts Officers 
are ſo your Rulers in the Lord, as yer to Preach nor them- 
ſelyes,bur the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and themſelves your ſervants 
for Jeſus ſake. I haveno greater feliciry under God, than to 
ſerve the good of ſouls. Brethren beloved, how fares ir with 
your ſouls? are they in health ? do they proſper ? I wiſh 
your temporal proſperity. Ir ita joy to me to hear when your 
made doth floriſh : 'bur theſe are but very little chings if 
ne look into Eternity. Brethren, my ambition for you is, 
that you ſhould be Cedars among the Shrubs, that from you 
ſhould ſound our rhe Word of the Lord , and thar in every 
place your Faith tro God-ward ſhould be ſpread abroad. 
That Taznton ſhould be as a field thar rhe Lord harh bleſ- 
ſed : that you ſhould not only have the Name, but the Spi- 
mi, Life, Power, Hear, Growth, Vigour of Chriſtianiry among 
jou, Ler nor Tannton onely have the name to live, and. be 
nored for the profeſſion of Religion , bur ſee to ic my Bre- 
thren, that the Kingdom of God be with you : Oh that every 
one of your. ſouls might be a Temple of God ! Oh thar every 
one of your Families might be a Church of God ! Beloved, 
look to it , thar every one thar namerh the name of Chriſt 
among you do depart from Iniquity,ſfecrer as well as open, 


| & the hearr as as well as of the life. Ler no man think thar 


to make an our-cry upon the wichedneſs of the times , and 
tO be of the Pt ofe31g Party, will ſerve his turn 3 many go 
ea) tO 


to Hell in the company of the wiſe Virgins. That no 


o 
may be a Self-deceiver, ler every man be a Self- ſearcher, 'L 0 
that keeps no Day-book in his Shop, and no Account, no 
Record in his Conſcienceyhis Eſtate aud his Soul will thriveff Þ 
both alike. Beloved, I would that you ſhould rememberſ " 
Whither you are a going. - If a man be after a few Monthsff| © 
to be Tranſporred into another Countrey. , never to return 
more, he will ſend over wharevyer he can,and make the beft 
Proviſion that he may againſt he comes into another Coun- 
trey. Dear Brethren, you are Strangers and Pilgrims here, 
and have bur a few Months abode in this Countrey, ſee that 
you Traffique much with Heaven, Chriſt is our Common 
FaRor , O fend over to him what poſhible you can. Gire 
Alms plentifully, pray continually, be much in Meditation 
and Confideration ; Reckon with your ſelves daily : Walk 
with God in your Callings : do alf the duties of your Rels 
tions as unto God : live not one day go your ſelves , but 
unto Chriſt : Ser forth continually in his Name,fo ſhall ye 
be continually Tranſporting into another World, and layir 
up Treaſure in Heaven : And O the bleſſed ſtore that yo 
ſhall find there after a few Years diligence in ſuch a hc 
courſe ! Beloved, while you are here in this World , Ya 
are but like a Merchants Ship in a ſtrange Port, the day 
your return is ſer , and you are to ſtay no longer then 
your Fraight is ready. Be wiſe, know your ſeaſon, improve 
you time, you are made or mar'd for ever, as you ſpeed 
this one Voyage. There is no returning again to this Cour 
trey ro mend a bad Marker, God will cal} in all his Talen 
time ſhall be-no longer. Oh, come in, come and buy nc 
while the Marker is open , that ycu that want may hare 
grace and you that have may have ir more abundantly. Gol | 
and plead with the Lord Jeſus, that he hath bid you come,biſh Fr 
ana eat withont Money , and withour Price ; that he hatt 
counſelled you ro come buy of him Gold, Raiment,and Eye: 
falve; tell him you are come according to his call , 
wait upog him for Grace, for Righreouſne(s, for Light anc 
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Inſtruction : Lay hold on his Word, plead it, live upon it; 
ke is worthy to be believed, worthy to be truſted , go out 
of your (elves to him, unlearn your ſelves, There is 1 
threefold Foor that camal-ſelf ſtands upon,our own Wiſdom, 

th our 
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our own Righteonſneſs, our own Streygth, theſe three Feer 
muſt be cur off, and we muſt learn ro haye no ſubfiſtence 
in our ſelves bur onely in Chriſt, and to ſtand onely on his 
borrom, Study the excellent Leſſon of Self-denial, Self-an- 
nihilation, A true Chriſtian is like a Vine thar cannot ſtand 
of ir ſelf, bur is wholly ſupported by the Prop ir leans on, 
It is no ſmall thing ro know our ſelves to be nothing, ef no 
might, of no worth, of no underſtanding, nor reality; to 
look upon our ſelves as helpleſs , worthleſs, fooliſh 
ſhadows, This holy litrleneſs is a great matter ; when we 
find thar all our Inventory amounts tro nothing bur folly, - 
weakneſs, and beggery 3 when we ſet down our ſelves for 
Cyphers, our gain for loſs, our excellencies for very vani- 
ties,then we ſhall learn to live like Believers. A true Saint 
is like a Glaſs without a Foogy that fer him where you will, 
is ready to fall every way till you ſer him to a Prop : Ler 
Chriſt be the only ſupport you lean unto, When you are 
throughly emptied and nullified , and fee all comelineſs ro 
be but as a withered Flower, dead, dried, and paſt recc- 
yery, then you will be pur upon the happy Ity of go- 
Ing out to Chriſt for all. 

The Meſſengers haſte forceth me Abruptly to end here ; 
I can add no more, but my Prayers to my Counſels, and ſo 
commending you ro God,and the Word of his Grace, I reſt 


JU The fervent well-willex 
1 of your Souls, 


10S, ALLEINE, 


uh From the Priſon at Jueloheſter, 
hathi Ap'il 16, 1663, 
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LEE ISE LELETIE in 

in 

[Right Reaſons in Suffering. Me 

T 0 the moſt loving, and beſt beloved I the F lock of + 
Chriſt in launton, Grace and Peace. in 

4 

Moſt loving and dearly Beloved, 4 


T Know not what thanks ro render to you,nor to God for I} d: 
you, for all the unexpreſlafe love which I have found in I} be 
you towards me 3 and nor terminatively to me , bur to } bc 
Chriſt in me 3 for Ibelieve it is for his ſake, as Tam a Meſ- I cc 
ſenger and Embaſlador of-his ro you, that you have loved | ni 
me and done ſo much eyery way for me; and I think I may FE tu 
fay of Taunton as the Pſalmiſt of Feruſalem,, If I forget thee, let || of 
my right hand forget her cunning, if I do not remember thee, let f th 
my tongne cleave to the roof of my mouth, T would nor, my © E: 
dear Brethren, that you ſhould be dejeRed or diſcouraged BY fu 
at the lare diſappointments : for through the goodneſs of £ wi 
God Lam nor, bur rather more ſatisfied than before : and this BY w: 
I can truly ſay,nothing doth ſadden me more than to ſee {o I} iſl 
much ſadneſs in your faces. As on the contrary nothing doth | ey 
comfort me ſo much as to ſee your chear and courage. There- |} Ju 
fore I beſeech you, Brethren, faint not becauſe of my Tri- £ di 
bulatrion, nor of Gods delays, bur ſtrengrhen the hands,and |} be 
the feeble knees. And rhe Lord bolſter up your hands, as || th 
they did the hands of Moſes, that they may not fall down till Þ At 
I[rael do prevail. Let us fear leſt there be ſome evil among | cl 
us,thar Ged being angry with us,doth ſend this farther rryal } m 
upon us. Pray earneſtly for me leſt the eye of the moſt jea- 
lous God ſhould diſcern that in me which ſhould render me 
unfit for the mercy you defire. And let every one of you | m 
| ſearch his hearr, and ſearch his houſe to ſee if there be not || 1 
cauſe there : Let not theſe diſappointments make you to be | lil 
neyertheleſs in love with Prayers, but the more our of oy Fl 
with | 
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with fin. - Let us humble our ſelyes under the mighty hand 


of God,and he ſhall exalrus in duetime. And for the ene- 
mies of God, you muſt know alſo that their foor ſhall ſlide 
in due time. Let the Servants of God encourage themſelves 
in their God : for in the things wherein they deal proudly, 
he is aboye them : therefore fret not your ſelyes becauſe of 
evil docrs 3 commir your cauſe to himthat judgeth righte- 
ouſly, Remember thar you are bid if you ſee oppreſſion of 
the poor, and violent perverting of Judgement and Juſtice 
ina Province, not to marvel at the matter : verily, there is 
a God that judgeth in the Earth : and you have the liberry 
of appeals : reſt in the Lord,and wait patiently for him,and 
fret not your ſelves, becauſe of the men that bring wicked 
deviſes to paſs : take heed that none of you do with Peter 
begin to ſink,now you ſee the waters rough, and the winds 
boyſterous : rheſe things muſt not weaken your Faith , nor 
cool your Zeal: for they are great arguments for the ftrength- 
ning of it. What clearer evidence can there be for the fu- 
ture judgment and perdition of rhe ungodly,and Coronation 
of the Juſt in another life, than the moſt unjuſt proceedings 
that are here upon Eatth : ſhall not the Judge of all the 
Earth ſee right to be done? We lee here nothing bur con- 


fuſion and diſorder, the wicked receiverh according to the 


work of the righreous , and the Innocent according ro the 
work of the wicked. The Godly periſh and the wicked flour- | 
iſh 3 theſe do proſper, and they do ſuffer. Whar,can ir be 
ever thus ! nodoubrtleſs, there muſt be a day when God will 
Judge the world in righteouſneſs , and refifie the preſent 
diſorders, and reverſe the unrighteous Sentences that have 
been paſſed againſt his ſervants. And this evidence 1s fo clear, 
thar many of the Heathen Philoſephers have from this very 
Argument (1 mean the unrighteous uſage of the good) con- 
cluded that there muſt certainly be rewards and puniſh- 
ments adjudged by God in another World. 


Nor yet'loſe your Zeal : now is the time that the love of 
many dorh wax,cold : bur I bleſs God it is not fo with you: 
I am ſure your love to me is, as true Friends ſhould be, 
like the Chimneys , warmeſt in the Winter of Adverfity.: 
ad T hope your loye tro God is much more,and I would thar 
you 
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You ſhould abound yer more and more, Where elſe nd 
ſhould you beſtow your Loves ? Love ye the Lord, ye his 
Saints, and cling about him the faſter now ye ſee the world BP 
is ſtriving to ſeparate you from him. How many are they 
that go to knock off your fingers ! O methinks, I ſee wha £-- 
rugging there is. The World is plucking, and the Devil is 
plucking: Oh, hold faſt, I beſeech you ; hold faſt, rhar no 
man take' your Crown. Let the Wacer that is ſprinkled, 
yea, rather poured upon your love , make it to flame 
the more. Are you not betrothed unto Chriſt ? Oh re. fl © 
member, remember your Marriage Covenant : did you nor 
take him for Richer for Poorer, for berter for worſe : now 
prove your love ro Chriſt to have been a true conjugal love, 

in that you can love him when moſt ſighted, deſpiſed, un- 
dervalued, blaſphemed among men. Now*®acquic your 
ſelves, not to have followed Chriſt for the Loaves,now con. if 7 
fure the Accuſer of the Brethren, who may be ready to ſug- 
geſt of rhe beſt of you, as he did of Fob , Doth he ſerve th: 
Lord for nought ? And ler ir be ſeen thar you loved Chriſt 
and holineſs purely for their own ſakes, thar you can lovea 
naked Chriſt when there is no hopes of worldly adyanrage, 
or promoting of felf-intereſt in following him. 


Yer beware that none of you do ſtick to rhe wayes of 
Chriſt and Religion upon ſo carnal an account as this, be- 
cauſe this is the way that you have already taben up , and 
you count it a ſame to recede from your Princzples : T am 
very jealous leſt ſome Profeſſors ſhould miſs of their reward 
for this : leaſt they ſhould be accounred Turn-coats and Hy- 
porcrites 3 therefore they will ſhew a ſtournefs of ſpirit in 
going on, fince they have once begun,and cannor with ho- 
Nour retrear., Would you choſe holineſs and ſtrineſs, if 
It were to do again ? wou'd you enter your ſelves among 
Gods poor people, if it were now firſt rodo, Would you 
have taken up the Profeſſion of Chriſt, though you had fore- 
ſeen all chis chat is come and coming ? This will do much | 
ro evidence your fincerity. Bur [ forger yvhat 1 am writing 
a Lerter, being prone to paſs all bounds when I have rhus 
- to do with you. The Lord God remember and reward you || 
and your labours of loye. The Eternal God be your refuge, 
: an 
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md put under you his everlaſting Arms. The Peace of God 
h; cfaſſerh all underſtanding keep your hearrs. Chriſts Le» 
acy of Peace I leave with you, and reſt, with my dear af- 
{ions co you all, 


Your Embaſſadov in Bonds, 
Jos. ALLEINE 
up : JOS 
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[. Councel for Salvation. 


n- fl To the moſt beloved People, the ſervants of God in + 


19- Taunton, Salvation, 
the | 

iſt BY Moſt endeared Chriftians, 

ea 


MY continual ſolicicude for your State , will not ſuffer 
me to pals in quiet one week without Writing to 
ou, unleſs T am extraordinarily hindred. Your fincerity, 
tedfaſtneſs, and proficiency in the grace of God,is the mar- 
er of my nes defire , and that which I ſhould account 
(y (elf happy in. TI have a longing deſire tq ſee the Faces 
if you all , and (beſides mine CN ſhall (1 truſt) 
eedily have rhe opportunity to ſee you at the approaching 
” ſizes, which I ſhall greatly rejoyce in,norwithſtanding our 
2” fcoming may be otherwiſe arrended with many Inconvenien- 
ies, In the mean time Iſend you a few Priſon Counſels. 

on 
I. To improve for Eternity, the Advantages of your preſent 
DB Fitate, Though you are at many diſadyantages withreſpe& 
d the publick Ordinances,yet you have many wondrous and 
oft happy Priviledge, which Spiritual Wiſdom would make 
ho ſmall improvement of, Oh whar a mercy have yourhar- 
ns fyou may ſerve God while you will in your Families: Thar 
you may be as much as you will with God in ſecrer Prayer, 
and holy Meditation, and Sel-cxamination! I ___ _u 
| cr 


Te” 


SW. «.. 
conſider what# Bleſſing you have above others, that Hays 
your Health, and 'a Competency 'of the Comforts of this 
life, -and are free'from thoſe continual pains, or Heart-eat: 
ing Cares, that others are diſabled by, from looking after 
God and, heir Souls, as you may do. Oh confider what a 
bleſſed Secd:-time you have for Erernity ! Now be wiſe and 
improve.your happy Seaſon, your day of Grace, Prepare 
for Death, - make all ſure: Preſs on towards the Mark, lay 
up in ſtore for your ſelves a good Foundation againſt the I t! 
rime to come, * In the morning ſow your Seed, and inthe t 
Evening withdraw not your Hand. Treaſure up much in Þ 0 
Heaven : What profit is it that you have more than others? I $ 
more Liberty, more Comforr, more Health, more Wealth, ll H 
than others? except you love God more, and ſerve hin *i 
berter than others, Now ply your Work, and diſpatch your 
Bufineſs, ſo as'that you: may-have nothing ro trouble You if 
upon your Death-Beds. | 

2, To Conſider alſo the Temptations, and Diſadvantages of tin 
your State, Study to know your own weaknelles,and where 
your danger lies that you may obviate Satan, and preyent 
your miſcarrying:There is no Condition bur hath irs Snare, 

See that you acquaint your ſelyes with his Devices, leaſt you anc 
be beguiled by him, and caught in his Trap thraugh you Yo 
own unwarineſs. You that ate well Provided for in theffÞ VV 
World, had necd.ro- watch your ſelves,leaſt you fall in love car: 
with preſent things, leaſt you be lifted up, leaſt you truſt - þ 
in thoſe Carnal props, and pur confidence in the Creatures, . Mo 
leaſt you warp, and decline, and baulk your duties throughh] cou 
Carnal fear, and the defire of preſervitig your Eſtates. You] it. ſc 
that have little in the World,are not without your rempt#Þþ, You 
rions neither : Oh take heed of Envying others Proſperity, Cri 
of murmuring and diſcontent, of diffidence and diſtru 
fullgeſs,of uſing indire& means to help your ſelves : Be fur 
You make tt the Worlds preſſures upon you., an excult} 
from your daily ſerving of God in your Families, and in {6 

exert. Set this down as your Rule, and unchangeable Ref 
lution, that God and your Souls and your Families ſhall beJ Wou 
looked duly and continually after, go the world which way 

it will, Confider what fins vour Tempers, Relations, Cab bewi 
lings, do moſt expoſe you to. 'Be nor ſtrangers to you] that | 
ſelves. . Prove your fclyes upright in keeping from your - | 
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.... Z- To Conver/e often with your Duſt, Brethren weare go-s 
ing, Weare going, the Grave waiterh for us ; Oh forger nor 
thar Corruption 15'your Farher, and the Worm your .Mo- 
ther, and your Siſter. Theſe are, your poor kindred thar 

ou, muſt ſhortly dwell with, when you come to. your long 
brane: Remember the days of Darkneſs which ſhall be ma- 
fy. Take every day ſome ſerious turns with Death. Think 
where you ſhall be a few days and nights hence, happy he 
that. knew what to-morrow meant for twenty Years toge- 
ther, Believe ir, you will find itno little thing ro die. Think 
often how you are provided, how you ſhould receive the 
Sentence of Death, Were you never within fight of Death ? 
How did it look? What did you wiſh for moſt ar thar 
time? What did then trouble you moſt? Oh mark theſe 
things, and live according. Often ask your hearts, VVhat 
if God ſhould this night require my Soul ? 

4+ To ſerve your Gen:ration with your might while you hate 
time, You have but a very little time to bring God any 
Glory here, or to do your Friends any'good ; now up and 
be doing. Now or never live in the. deep and conſtant 
ſnſe-of the very little time that you have for this world, 
and the great: work yowhave todo, '' You are going whence 
You ſhall nor rerurn. There's no After-Game to be plaid. 
VVhat! Bur one caſt for Eternity, and will you not be 
careful tro throw that well ? - 

Moſt dearly Beloved , I cover after your furtherance in 
Nortification, and growth in Grace. Ard Oh that Z 
could bur repreſent Dearth to you, as;ſhortly it will ſhew 


| Ha : Or could bur open a VVindow into Eternity. to 


ou: How effe&ually. would this -do the work. Then the 
Cripple would fling, away his Crutches, and betake him- | 
ſelf-ro his Ls 5 : "Then che flothfull woud. pluck his Hand 
our of his oe me, and (hake off his Excuſes, and be nighr 


5 


# and day at-his wark..... Then the Laodicean would befeco- 


vered from his hemimed frame;then weſhould haveno Hal- 
ving.in Religion,no lazy wiſhing and complaining;but men 
would ply the Oars to purpoſe, and ſweat at their work. 


But. Oh unhappy man, how powerfully hath the world 
4 bewirched thee ! How miſerably harh Sin unnmaned thee. 
your tbat thou ſhouldſt-look no farcher than thou canſt ſee, and 

= | ro 
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to be raken up with preſent things , and forget ſo momer' | * 

tous concernments as are before thee ? ' BY 

Bur you my Brethren, life TI ſelves above the objefh p 

of ſenſe : may you be men for eternity , and carry it like © 

-cheſe thar ſeek for glory, honour, and immortaliry, am apt . 
to be too lang with you : Tcommend yourto Divine Grace! 

my deareſt loyes among you, I am : 

Yours inthe Bonds of the Goſh! 8 © 

of our Lord Telus " " 

OS. ALLEINLE® 

From the common Goale at Juel- J NE 

chefter, March $. 1656s, : 

Sage; 2/4. of 

o; . T! Bt 

LETTER XXY: : 

Totbe h-_ and moſt beleved People, the Seruantid n 

Goain Taunton, Grace and Peace. | - 

Moſt dearly Beloved. , [ll kn 

4though Iam forced at the preſent;to be ar a diftance - 


FA from you, yer I would not have you ignorant, that 

dear mom rt ut of you is always freſh bang Fo by 
care of your eternal' welfare is always living upon my heat. 
Therefore az my beloved Friends I warn you,and ceaſe nd 
to ſtir you up by way of remembrance,being jealous for yt 
with a Godly jealoufie, that no man rake your Crown; 
dearly Beloved, I kgow you have many enemies, and abore 
; all, I fear your boſom Enemies :, and as the Warchman « 
che Lord, I give you careful warning, and exhorr you all 
not to be high-minded, bur fear. Bleſſed is the man that 
feareth always. Look diligently, left any of you fail of the 
Grace of God. You have made much and long Profeſſion 
of the Name of Jeſus. Chriſt : Oh look ro your foundartors, 
fee ypon what ground you ſtand.' Look ro your fipctrity. 
You muſt every one of you ſtand ſhortly before the Judge 
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oth}. 4 
ment Seat of Chriſt ; and be rricd for your lives : Oh, try 
your ſelves rhroughly firſt. *Tis eafie 'ro miſtake Educa- 
tion for Regeneration , and common Conviion and 11lu- 
mination for Converſion , and a partial Reformation and 
excernal Obedience , for true SanRification, Therefore 1 
befeech you every one, to exainine wherher you are in rhe 
Faith, Prove your own ſelves. Tell not me,you hope you 
are ſincere, you hope you ſhall go to Heaven : Never pur it 
off with hopes,bur pray,and try,and ſearch;till you are able 
to ſay, yea, and know you are paſſed from death ro life, and 
that you know you have a Building, not made with hands, 
eternal in the Heavens. | 

Suppoſe ] ſhould ask you one by one, where are your E- 
vidences for Heaven ? Could you make our your claim? can 

u bring me Scripture-proot? can you ſhew me the marks 
of the Lord Jeſus ? what mean you to live at uncertainties ? 
Brethren , it is an inrollerable ignorance for any of you in 
theſe days of glorious light, not to be ableto tel] rhe diſtin- 
guiſhing marks of a ſound believer, - And ir is intollerable 
careleſneſs of your everlaſting welfare, if you donor bring 
your (elves to the Trial by theſe marks. What are your hands 
filled with Books, and your ears filled with Sermons, rhar 
tell you ſo plainly from the Word of God , how you ſhall 
know whether you are in Chrift, and are you ſtill ro ſeck ? 
Oh, ſtir up your own ſelves. Take heed,leſt a Promiſe being 
left of entring into his reſt, any of you ſall ſhorr of ir ar laſt 
by unbelief. You are a profeiſing People , you pray, and 
you hear , and you run upon fome Adventures for Jeſus 
Chriſt : Bur,O Ilcok to-your fincer ity. Look to your Princi- 
ples, look ro your ends, elſe you may loſe all at laft, Exa- 
mine, not only what is done, but whence cis done, Took to 
the root as well as ro the Fruit, Eye not only your A&ions, 
bur your aims, Remember what & ſtri& and ſevery eye you 
are under. The Lord Jefus makes (Iri& obſervation upon all 
your works and ways. He obſerves who of you be fruitful, 
and who be barren and unprofirable, He knows who of you 
be thriving and who be declining. He obſerves who be warm, 
and who lukewarm ; who be ſound Chriſtians, and who of 
you have only a name to live. 

Rerurn,O backſliding Chriſtia3s.you have loſt your former 
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eonvitions,and loft your former AﬀeRions. You are grown 
gemiſs in-your watch , and your Zeal is turned into a kind 
of indifferencie, and your diligence into negligence. Your 
care is turned into ſecurity, and your renderne(s into ſenſe. 
leſsnefs. Oh, your caſe is dangerous. The Lord Jeſus baths 
great controverfie with you. Oh, remember whence you 
are fallen, and repent, and ao your firſt works, Strengthen 
the things that remain, and are ready todie. Oh, rub and 
chafe your ſwooning ſouls, and ply them wich warm appli 
cations, and roufing conſiderations, till they recover their 
former heat. And know ye from the Lord, thar the backſli. 
ders in heart ſhall be filled with his own ways. 

Oh ye barren and fruitleſs rrees : behold the Axe is lifred 
up to fell you to the ground,except you bring forch fruirs, 
and thoſe worthy of Repentance, May not Chriſt ſay ro ſome 
among you, Behold theſe three years have I come,ſeebing fruit, 
and findig none ? How 1s it then that you read not the Ser- 
tence paſſed on the fruitleſs Tree ? O ſleepy Profeffors, how 
long will yeu drive on in this heavy courſe ? how long will 
you convinue-in an unprofitable and cuſtomary profeſſion ! 
would you be the joy of our Lord, why know ye, that the 
thriving Plant is the Maſters praiſe, and his hearts delight, 
Chriſtians,purt on,preſs towards the Mark, be adding to your 
Faith, Virtue 3 and to virtue, knowledge, &-.' See that you 
grow extenſively , in being abundant in all forts of good 
works. Be pitiful, be courteous, gentle,cafily to be entreared, 
Be (low to anger, ſoon reconciled. Be patient, be ye tcmpe- 
rate, be ye chearful. Study not every one onely his own 
things, bur the good of his Neighbor. Think it not enough to 
look to your own ſouls, but watch for other ſouls Pray for 
them, warn them, be kind to them, ſtudy ro oblige rhem, 
thar by any fneans you may win them, and gain their ſouls. 

Labour tro grow intenſively, to do better the things that 
you did before,to be more fervent in Prayer,more free and 
willing in all the ways of the Lord, co hear with more pro- 
fir,ro examine your ſelves more thorowly,to mind Heaven 
more frequently than hererofore. 

And you, O carnal and unſound Profeſſors,that reckon your 
felves ro be in Chriſt, bur are nor new Creatures;rthat becauſe 
you have the good opinion of the Godly,and are outwardly 
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conformable ro the ways of God , perſnadeyonr (elves you 
are-in a good condition, although your hearrs have nor yer 
tothis day been renewed : O repent ſpeedily. Repenc, and 
be converred,. What though we cannoc diſtinguiſh the Tares 
from rhe Wheat? yerthe Lord of the Harveſt can. Chriſt 
fill find you out,and candemn you for rotten and ynſound, 
unleſs you be ſoundly renewed by repentance, and effeRu- 
ally changed by converring Grace. 

. Brerhren,I fervently wiſh your Salvarion,and to this, while 
[am able, I ſhall bend my ardent endeayours, I am now ta- 
king advice for my health, and hope in ſome few Weeks to 
he reſtored to you. In the mean rime I commend me to 
jour Prayers,and you to the grace of God, remaining, 


| Tuurs in the Lord” Fejus, 
Dorcheſter, Fuly 9th, 1666. 
JOS. ALLEINE, 


— 


LETTER XXVI. 
[The Character and priviledges of true Believers. 


To the loving and moſt belyved People, the Servaxts of 
God ty Taunton, Grace and Peace. 


Moſt Dearly Beloved, 


| Longed to hear of your Welfare, but by reaſon of the Car- 
ryers intermitcing his journeys, could nor til] now ob- 
tain my defires, neither had I opportunity till che laſt week 
of writing to you. I rejoyce to hear by Mr, Ford, of Gods 
continual goodneſs towards you ; he is your*Shepherd, and 
therefore it is that yuu do not want. Me you have not al- 
waies, but he is ever with you, his Rod and his Staff ſhall 
comfort you 3 Nay, more then all this, you may hence con- 
clude comfortably for all rimes, yea, for the whole Ererni- 
ty to come, Surely Goodneſs and Mercy ſhall follow you 
all che daies of your lives,and you ſhall! dwell in the Houſe 

of the Lord for ever, 
ta this, my dear Brethren, in this rejoyce, and ag1in I 
23 ſay 
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ſay rejoyce, that God is ingaged in ſo near and ſo (weer r& 
ion co you. Doubrleſs your Souls ſhall lodge in good 
neſs,and be provided for carefully, and lie down in everlaſts 
ing ſafety, that have the Almighty for our Shepherd. Bleſleq/ 
are the Flock of his hands,and the Sheep of his Paſture,hap- 
py is the People thar is in ſuch a caſe. | 

Buc who are Chriſts Sheep ? 

Not all Profeſſors, I beſcech you take heed how you ref 
1g Profeſſion. It is not Profeſſiox, but Converfion that turns a 
man from a Swine to a Sheep, Let none ofyou be deceived, 
nor tlatter your ſelyes, that becauſe you bear rhe name of 
Chriſtians, and do many things, and have eſcaped the open 
groſs pollutions of the VVorld, therefore you are ſurely'+ 
mong the number of Chriſts true Sheep, All this you may 
atrain to,” and yet be but waſhed Swine; here muſt be an 
inward deep and thorow and univerſal Change upon your 
Natures, Diſpoſtrions, Inclinarions, or clſe you are not Chriſt 
Sheep. 

ng word, If you will be put our of donbr whether you are 
his ſheep or nar, you muſt rrie it by this cerrain Mark that 
Chrift ſers upon all his Sheep, even your Sax&ification,yoy 
that will ſtand to the rrial, anſwer me truly and deliberately 
ro theſe Queſtions, Do you hate every finas the ſheep d 
the Mire? 1'o you regard no Iniquity in your hearts ? Do 
you ſtrive againſt, and oppoſe all fin, though it may ſeem 
never ſo neceſſary, never ſo natural to you,or have you not 
your ſecret haunts of evil ? For every Swine will have hi 
ſwill. Do you abſtain from fin out of fear,or out of diſlike? 
Are you ar peace with no fin, or do you not hide ſome ini- 
quity as a fweer morſel under your Tongue? Is there not 
ſome praQice that you are not willing to know is a fin for 
{car you ſhould be forced to leave it? Do you love the Cons 
mandment that forbids your fin, or do you nor wiſh iron. 
of the Bible, as that evil man wiſhed God had never made the 
the Seventh Commandment ? Again, how do you ſtand xl; 
fe&ed towards Holineſs? Do you love it? Do you chooſe it? " 
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Do you hunger and thirſt after ir,$& defire ir more than any ak 
Temporal good ? Have you choſen the way of Gods Pre fp, 1 


cepts, and had rather live holily rhan be allowed to live in 
your fins? Do You in your very hearts prefer a Godly = and 
Li 


(3s) 
Life in communion with and conformity to God, before the 
greateſt proſperity of the World ? do you choſe Holineſs, 
Yor our of bare neceſſity , becauſe you cannor go ro Heaven 
without ir, but. our of /ove ro it , and'from adeep ſenſe thar 
ou have of the ſurpaſſing excellency , and lovelineſs , and 
fevury of it? If it be thus with you,you are the perſans rhar 
the Lord Jeſus hath marked for his Sheep, 

And new, come ye bleſſed, all that have this mark upan 
you, come and underſtand your happineſs ; you are mark- 
&d out for preſervation , and letir go how it will with the 
reſt ; chat I know, it ſhall go well with you that fear the Lord, 
that fear before him. You are the __ ones, the ſealed 
mes, upon whom the Angel hath ſer the Seal of the Living 
God ; and fo you are redeemed unto God from among men, 
leing the firſt fruirs unto God, and unto the Lamb, and have 
your Fathers Name written in your Fore-heads. 

Hear, O beloved Flock, I may give you the ſalutation of 
the Angels, Hail, you are highly favoured of the Lord , Bleſſed 
it you among men ;, though you are bur poor and deſpiſed, 
ad like lictle Benjamin among the thouſands of 7ud4eh; you 
arry away the bleſſing and the priviledge from all the reſt. 
God hath done more for the leaft of you rhan for the whole 
World of Mankind befides, put all their rercies togerher. 
Fray not little Flock , it zs your Fathers good pleaſure to grus 
you the Kin dom. Bleſſed are you of the Lord, for yours is the 
bi Kingdom F Heaven, All that the Scripture ſpeaks of thar 
ke? angdom of Glory, that Kingdom of Peace , of Righreouſ- 

neſs, that Everlaſtimg Kingdom, Ir ſpeaks it all ro you. Be- 

hold your Inherirance, . ſee that you believe. What know 
you not your own ſelves ? you are the Sons of God, Inhe- 
ritours of the Kingdom of Heaven, Joint Heirs with Chriſt 
the Lord of Glory. Do you believe this ? Take heed you 
he make nor God a Lyar : his Word is nigh you: have you noe 
of the Writings in your hands? Do I ſpeak any thing bur whar 
':-> God hath ſpoken ? Shall I rell you of the thing which ſhall 
' Bbc hereafter ? Why thus it ſhall be, The Son of man ſhall 
come in his Glory,and all his holy Angels with him : Then 
ſhall he fir upon the Throne of his Glory,and he ſhall ſepa- 
77a $/0e you as a Shepherd divideth the Shcep from the Goars, 
| ife $499 he hall ſer you at his own right hand , Then ſhall tke 
| f3) King 
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King ſay, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, therit the Kingdom gn 
pared for you. AND 4 2. 
Do you believe yet ? Do you throughly believe ? Ik 
then my work is done, then I need nor bid-you Rejoyce,ng 
bid you be Thank ful;only belzeve.Do this and do all, Bel; 
and joy will rejozc! with joy unſpeakable, and full of glo 
Believe and you will be fruitſul,and ſhew'your Faith by you 
works. Believe and you will Love,for Faith workech by lol ® 
In a word, keep thele rhings upon your hearts by daily a ') 
lively confideration , and this will bring Heaven into ye 
ſonls,and ingage you to all manner of holy converſfation,a 
- Godlizeſs. This will mortifie you to the World, the'gra 
enemy which I adviſe,nay,I charge you ro beware of. Whe 
Saul had gotten his. Kingdom, he lefr off raking care for t 
Aſles. O remember yours is the Kingdom : what are ye 
the betrer thar you have all this in your Bidles,if you done 
weigh it by frequent and ſerious conſideration, and pond: 
theſe ſayings in your hearts. Beloved, I have writren rhel 
things to you that your joy may be full. And now Peacefiſ '* 
Jeave with yox,T am Chriſts Embaſſador to you, an Embaſkllf ** 
dor of Peace ; his Peace T1 pronounce unto you 3 In hi 


Name I bleſs you. Farewel in the Lord;I am T 
The fervent well-willer of your Soul - 


Deviſes, 7zxe 29. 1666. 
1644 iſ Jos. allEingjf 
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LETTER XXVIL - 

[Of the Second coming of Chriſt, ] hy + 

To the Faithful, and Beloved, the Servants of Godi -_ 
| Taunton, Grace and Peace.- thi 

ing 


Loving and moſt dearly Belyoed, 


Hough I.rruſt my Bonds do preach to you, yer merhinkf 
L. chat doth not ſuffice me, but the conſcience of my d 
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ty , and the workings of my heart rowards you , are-ſtill 
calling upon me to ſtir you up by way of remembrance,nor- 
'F withſtanding you know and be eſtabliſhed in the preſent 

'L Truth. And if Paul do call upon fo great an Evangeliſt as 
Timothy, to Remember that Jeſus was raiſed from the dead ac- 
coding to the Goſpel,why ſhould not I be often calling upon 
my (elf , and upon you, my dearly Beloved, to remembep 
in and medicare upon, and cloſely apply the great and weigh» 
vault fy Truchs of the Golpel, which you have already received ? 
JE ind in truth , 1 perceive in my ſelf and you another manner 
of heat and warmth in the infiſting upon the pl aineſt prince» 
ples of Chriſtianiry , and the ſerring them home upon mzne 
own heart and yours,chan in dwelling upon any more abſtraſe 
Sp:culations, in rhe cleareſt handling of which, the Preacher 
may ſeem to be roo much like the winter nights, very brighe, 
but very cold. 


Bur now, my Brethren, I ſhall not with Paxl call upon 
you ſo much to remember the reſurreQion of Chriſt, as the 
Return of Chriſt : Behold, He cometh 7n the Clouds, and every 
Fre (hal fee him ;, Your eyes and mine eyes : and all the 


wp Tribes of the Earch ſhall mourn becauſe of him : Bur we 
ſhall lifr up our heads, becauſe the Day of our Redemption 
ol drawerh nigh: this is che day 1 look for, and wair for, and 


have laid up all my hopes in. If the Lord return nor,l pro- 
x ry {es my ſelf undone, my Preaching is vain,and my ſuffering 
is yain,and the botrom in which I have incruſted all my hopes 
is for ever miſcarried. But I know whomT have truſted : 
Weare built upon the foundation of that ſure Word, we 
are not built upon the ſand of Mortality. Nor do we run fo 
as uncerrainly, bur the Word of the Lord abideth for ever, 
upon which Word do we hope ; How fully doth this Word 
alſure us that this ſame Jeſus that is gone vp into Heaven 
- ,.Þ ſhall ſo rerurn,and that he ſhall appear the ſecond time un- 
aff to Salvation,to them thar look for him. Oh,how ſure is the 
thing ! how near is the time ! how glorious will his appear- 
ing be ! 


wind The thing is ſure, the Day is ſer , God hath appointed a 
T, day whercin he will judge the World by that nian whom he 
| | (f4) ha:h 


\ 
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hath ordained 3 the manner of it is revealed, Behold the Lord 
cometh with ten thouſand of bjs Saints : The Attendants are 

appointed and nominared. The Sop of Man ſhall come in his 
Glory,and all bis boly- Angels with bim. The thing you ſee is | He 
eſtabliſhed, and every circumſtance is determined. How ſweet || till 
are the words that dropped from the precious Lips of our | 0! 
departing Lord ! Whar generous Cordials harh he left us.in | at 
his parting Sermons, and his laſt Prayer ! and yer of all the I arc 
reſt thoſe are the ſweeteſt, 1 will come again and receive on þf till 
to my ſelf, that where I am,there you may be alſo. What need 
you any further witneſs : yoa have heard him your ſelves, 
aſfuring you of his rerurn. Doubtleſs he cannot deceive 
you have not only known,buc ſeen and felt the truth of his 
promiſes. 
. And will he come? tremble then ye finners, triumph ye 
Saints , clap your hands all ye that look for the conſolation 
of Iſrael. O finners,where will you chen appear ? -how will 
ou look upon him whum you have pierced ; whom you 
are perſecured ? whoſe great Salvation you have negleRed 
and deſpiſed ? Wo unto. you that ever you were born, ut 
leſs yo ſhould then be found to be New-born. 

Burt you,O Children of the moſt high, how will you forget 
your travel,and be melted into joy.This is he in whom you ff Fr: 
have believed 3 whom having not ſeen ye loved. But hon Wl 
will love and joy be working (ifI may fo ſpeak) with pang 
unutterable, when you ſhall ſee him*, and hear his (weet © 
voice commending, applauding, approving of you , and 
owning you by name before all the World, Brerhren,thus 
it muſt be, the Lord harh ſpoken ir. See that you ſtag- 
ger not at the Promiſe , but give Glory to God by belie- 
ving. 

Apain, the time is near,)*t a lzttle while,and be that hal | T 
gome will come. Behold, 1 come quickly, faith he: And again, 

The Lord is at hand : Sure you are, that death cannot be far 
off. O Chriſtian, thou doſt not know but the next year, 
nay, poſſibly the next week , thou mayeſt be in Heaven, 
Chrift will not long endure thine abſerce,bur will have thee \ 
vp to him till the time of his general appearing 3 when he Þ} ; 
5208 us up altogether, and fo we ſhall be eyer with the d 
ry | E 
Soul, 
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believeſt thou this ? If thou doſt indeed , what re. 
— char thou Nonlaeft, live 2 life of love and Praiſez 
ſludying to do all rhe good thou canſt till thou come to 
Heaven 3 and waiting all the days of thine appointed time 
till thy change ſhall come. O my Soul, look out and long. 
0 my Brethren, be you as the Mother of S7ſera, looking our 
a the Windows, and warching at the Lartices, ſaying, why 
are his Chariot-wheels ſo long a coming. Though the time 
till you ſhall ſee him be bur very ſhorr, yer love and longing 
make ir ſeem redious, 

My Beloved,comfort your hearts with theſe Words : look 
ypon theſe rhings as the greateſt reallicies,and ler your affe.. 
ions be anſwerable to your expeRations. I would not have 
told you theſe things, unleſs T had believed them : for it is 
for this hope that I am bound with this Chain. The bleſſing 
of the Holy Trinity be upon you, TI am yours and will be, The 
God of Peace be with you, I reſt 


Tour Embaſſadov in Bonds, 
Jo0S. ALLEINE. 


From the Priſon at Juelcheſter, 
Augult g. 1663, 


EC _ 4. 


LETTER XXVIII. 
[Of the Love of Chriſt. ] 


To his moſt endeared Friends , the ſervants of God in 
Taunton, Salvation. 


— 


Moſt dearly Beloved , 
Erhinks my Breſts are not eafie, unleſs I do Tet them 
M forth unto you. Methings there is ſomething ſtill ro 
do, and my Weeks work is not ended, unleſs T have given 


my Soul yent, and imparted ſomething to the Beloved a 
| t 
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charT have lefr brhind And,Oh, thar my Letters in my ah- 
ſerice _— be uſeful ro you ! Afſuredly it is my Joy to ſerve 
you, and my love to you is wicthour difſimalation : witneſs 


"my rwice loſt liberties, and my impaired health,ail which ] 


might have preſeryed , had it not been for my readineſs to 
miniſter ro you. | 

Bur what do I ſpeak of my love ? ir is the ſenſe of the in- 
finire love of God your Farther that I would have to dwell 
upori you. Forger nie,fo you remember him. Ler me be ve- 
ry lictle,ſo he be very lovely in, your eyes. Let him be as the 


Bucker that goes up , though T be as the Bucker that goes | 


down. Bury me,ſo that you do but ſet the Lord always be 
fore you. Let my name be written in the duſt, ſo his Name 
be written deep bp all your Souls | FE 

O Lord, I am thy Servant,rruly I am thy (ſervant, Glorifie 
thine own Name by me, and rhou ſhalt have my hand ro 
ir, that I will be content t6 be hid in obſcurity,and to difap- 
pear through the overcoming luſtre and brightneſs of thy 
Glory. 

Brerhren, underſtand. mine Office, I Preach nos my ſelf, 
bur the Lord Jeſus Chriit, and my ſelf your Servant for Je- 
ſus ſake, Give him your hearts, and I have my Errand I 
am bur the Friend of the Bridegroom , and my bufineſs is, 
bur ro give you to underſtand his love, and to gain your 
hearts unto him, He is ari Obzet worthy of my Commer- 
dations,and of your affe&ions. His Love is worth the writ- 
ing of, and worth che thinking of, and worrh the ſpeaking 
of. O my Brethren, never- forger, I beſeech you, how he 
loverh you. He is in Heaven,and you are on Earth; heis in 
Glory and you in Rags ; heis in the ſhining/Throne , ard 
you indirty fleſh, and yer he loveth you. His hearr is inft- 
nirely render of you, even now while he is ar rhe right hand 
of the Majeſty on High. flow feelingly dorh he cry out ar the 
hurc of his poor Members on Earth ? $a, Saul, why pryſe- 
cuteſt thou me ! Oh, of whar quick ſenſe is the ſenſe of our 
dear Lord unco us! when we arc rouched on Earth he feels 
Ir in Heaven, | | 

Brethren, Chriſt is real in all thar he ſpeaks unto you : He 
is not like. a flouriſhing Lover, who fills up his Letrers with 
Rherorick , and hath more care of the drefs of his _—_— 
than 
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than of the Truth. Who ever gave defmonſtrationh of the re. 
alliry ofhis love ar ſo deara fate as Chriſt hatch done ? Men 
donor uſe ro die in jeſt : Who will impoveriſh himſelfto 
enrich his Friend ? and diveſt himſelf of his honour ro ad- 
yance him ? and debaſe himſelf ro admirarion helawhis own 
degree ro contra& affiniry with him ? and alt this but "ro 
make him believe that he loves him. | 

Brethren, poſſeſs your very hearrs with rhis, that Chriſts 
love doth- go our with infinire dearnels towards you. Even 
now while he is in all his Glory , he earneſtly remembers 


' you ſtill, This is the High Prieſt chat now is entred intro the 


Holy of Holies, doth bear your names parrticularly,remen- 
bring every poor believer by name.. He bears your names, bur 
where ? upon his Breſt-plate,upon his hearr,ſaich the Tex, 
Exod. 28, 29. Ah Chriſtians,” I may ſalure you as the Angel 
did Mary, Hail you that are highlyf avoured : Bleſſid are you 
among men, Sure your Lot is fallen in an happy place z what 
in the boſom of Chriſt ? yea, and verily you way believe, 
and doubr nor, I may apply that of Gabr:el, 0 Danzel, tho: 
art greatly belaved, unto you'; youare beloved indeed , to 
have your Names written upon the very heart of Chriſt vow 
he is in Glory. ; 

Oh, ler his Name be written then on your hearts. Donor 
write his Name in the Sand, when he hath wrirtea yours up- 
on his own Breſt / Do not forger him who hath taken fuch 
care, that while he is, he may never forget you, having re- 
corded your names not onely on his Book, bur on his Fleſh, 
and ſet you as a Seal upon his heart, He hath you upon his 

arr,bur why ? For a memorial beiore the Lurd continna!- 
ly,ſo ſaich the Text. Beloved, your Lord is ſo far from forget- 
ting you in all his Greatneſs and Glory,that he is gone into 
Heaven on purpoſe , there to preſent you before the Lord, 
that you may be always in remembrance before him O Be. 
loved, Glory, yea,and Triumph in his love; Doubtleſs ir muft 
go well with us, Who ſhall condemn ? Ir is. Chriſt thar 
died, and roſe again,and is now making Interceſſion. His in- 
rereſt is porent, He is always preſent. Our Advocare is ne- 


- yer out of Court. Never did cauſe miſcarry in his hand. 


Truſt you ſafely in him. Happy is thar man for whom he 
ſhall undertake to ſpeak, 
Oh, 


| ( 92) 
Oh, the Riches of Chriſts love ! he did not think ir 
+ to die for you. His love and care doth not end with his 
natural life on Earth, bur he ever liveth to make Intercef. 
fion for us. His love is like his life, ever, ever : knowing 
no remiſſion in degree, nor intermiſſion of time, no ceſſati- 
on of working, bur is cyer,ever, in motion towards us. T4 

, But when ſhall I end, if I ſuffer my ſou] to'run ont its 
. Jength,and my ranning Pen teenlarge according ro the de- 
menfſions of this boundleſs Field of Divine Love? If the | ; 
Pens of all the World were imployed to write Volumes of 
dove , if the rongues of all the living were exerciſed in no- ff \ 
thing elſe bur ralking ofthis love 3 If all the Hearts that be Fl ©. 
were made up of love; andall the powers and affeRions of 
the mind were turned into. one,to wit the power of love, yet 
this were no leſs rhan infinitely roo lirtle,cither ro conceive, wi 
or to expreſs rhe grearneſs of Chriſts love. 


© my dearly beloved, may your ſouls be ſwallowed up in < 
this love. Think, and think while you will, you can riever 


think how much you are beloved, See that ye love again 
by = of Gratitude, though nor of Requital : whar rhough {ed 

our ſouls be bur narrow , and your powers bur lirtle , yet 
love him with all you have. Love 1m with all your hearts, I 
and all your ſtrength. To the Meditations,and to the Em- cr 
braces of Divine {ove T leave you, thinking it now not worth I 4. 


while to tell you of my Love, Remaining all 
Yours in the boud's of your moſt 8 

' dear Lord Feſus , Io 

th 


JOS. ALLEINE. |. 
Eft 11. 1665. 


T0 >@2 


» oo ANT ,n ; & 


ns * » RN wy ew wm MW wm} 


- (98) 
LETTER. XXIX. 
[Warning t» Profeſſors of their Danger. 


Tathe B cloves ople;the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Tanii.i21, Grace and Peace. 


Moſt dear Frienas, 

Y top joy 5, 1125 my.heloved is mine and I am his; 
M bur nCKt 72 21:45 1 have no joy fo great as that. you 
ae mine and Lott 4045, 2nd You are Chrifſts. My Relation 
to Chriſt is above 2. £ my ite and my peace, my riches, 
and my righteovſ1- - !1o 15, my hope and my ſtrength, and 
mine Inherirance, 434 15 rcjoycing 2 In him willI pleaſe 


my (clf for ever, and in 1/17. will F glory. Teſteem my ſelf 
mott happy andrich,. ::id tafe in him , though of my elf £ 
am nothing. In him I may boaſt without Pride, and glory 
without vanity. Here is no danger of being over much plea- 
{zd ; neither can the Chriſtian exceed his bounds in over- 
valuing his own riches, and happineſs in Chriſt. I am greatly 
pleaſed with the Lot thar is fallen to me: the Lord hath 
dealt bountifully with me,and none ſhall ſtop this my confi- 
dence of boaſting in Chriſt, But as my lot in him is above 
all,ſo I will aſſure you, ic is no ſmall conrent ro me, that my 
lot is fallen with you. And though many difficulties have fal- 
len ro my lot among you (for I have broken my health and 
loſt my liberry once and again, for your ſakes) yer none of 
theſe things move me. I wiſh nothing more then ro ſpend 
and to be ſpent upon the ſervice of your Faith, I bleſs the 
Lord for ir as an invalnab!e mercy , that ever he called me 
to bean Embaſſador of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ro you-wards. 
In this ſtation 1 defire to approve my ſelf ro him, and thar 
I am withdrawn from my Work for a ſeaſon, ir is but thar 
I may return to you refreſhed, and inabled for my work a- 
mong you. You may not think that I have forgorren you, 
and conſulted my own eaſe and pleaſure: but it God pro- 
ſper my intentions, I ſhall be found to have been daily fer- 
ring you in this retirement, I will aſſure you, I am _ 
render 
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render of preſerving all thar lixtle ſtrength that God dothfpi.d 
add to me entirely*fsr your ſakes : being reſolved not ſoÞþppc 
much as once to broach the Veſle] rill I draw forth to you, $ea' 
[ bleſs rhe:kord; lam in 'great tranquility here in this Town, Þpi'c 
and walk up & down the Corporation without any Queſti- Yui. 
ening me. \Only it harh;pleated.che Lord to add to my AkÞy 

ion fince my coming, by taking away my deat Father, tha! 
day of whoſe glorious Tranflation was the day after my ar-$bo 
riving here. BurT bleſs che Lord, Ido believe and expe&pro 
the return of the Redeemer with all his Saints, and the moſt Þwa 


. glorious ReſurreRion of my own dead Body with all Belie«pnd 


vers: and this makes me to reſt in Hope, ard fills me wirl ect 
unſpeakle more Joy than» the dearth of my ſelf or any otherÞÞh! 
Saint can with grief, And now I make ir my buſineſs ro bee! 
rendred ſerviceable to yon; and do by this, return you my kc: 
hearty thanks for your earneſt Prayers and Interceſſions to 
God 1 my behalf, for it is he that muſt do the Cure: I ſeem 
ro my/ſelf ro be rerired to this place, as a Veſſel rent and 
ſhacrer'd and rorn in the Service, that it come to recruit in 
the Harbowr 5: And. here Iam as it were rigging,and repair 
ing, ard Vietualling to pur ſorth again inthe Service:which 
I ſhall do with che firſt Wind, as ſoon as I am ready.What 
's my life umleſs 7 am ſerviceable? And though I muſt for the 
preſcnt forbear my wonted Labour, yer 7 ſhall nor ceaſe to 
exhoxt you,and call vupon you while I am abſent from you, 
ro ſtard faſt, ard to grow vp in your holy Faith. 

Be warned, my dearly Beloved , thar you fall not upon | 2: 
thoſe dangerous Rocks upon which ſo many Profeflors have £*** 


been ſplir. bec 
There are three things which I beſeech you carefully to Þ'ac 
beware of. anc 


Firſt, Leſt while Chriſt is in your mouths,the world run away F')5 
with yaur hearts : There is many a ſeeming Profeſſor that £'vV 
will be. fcund a meer Idolater? Many a Soul goes down to ly, 
Hell in this ſin, in the midſt of his Profefſion,and never diſ-J 
cerns it till it be too lare. Remember, I beſgech You, that Þ”” 
the Oxer, the Farm, Wife,Merchandize, all of rhem lawful F 
Comforts, did effectually keep men from a ſound and i I "+ 
ving cloſing with Chriſt, as the vileſt luſts of the worſt of bu 
men, Whaeycr you find your hearts very much pleaſed * W 

an 
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loth&:.d in love with, among theſe earthly Comfants,(et a mark 
2 foÞpen char thing, and remember thar there lie your greareſt 
you, (dan.cr. W hat you love moſt,ycu muſt fear moſt ; and think 
wn, Ifrcn with your ſelves, This, if any thing is bke xo be my 
eſti» $vi..c.  Vi-.11,e multitudes of Profeſſors tharperiſh forever, 
Afby 1 fc and of this mortal Enemy, I mean, the over- 
,theÞalving of iLarthly things. -The hearers compared to rhe 
' ar- thorny Ground, did not openly fall away and caſt off their 
pe&PÞrotcilion, as the ftony ground didzbur while others withered 
noſt Þ«way,the blade of Profeſlion was as green and freſh as ever; 
eli nd yer their inordinate atteRion ro the things of this life,did 
wich Yecretly undo all at laſt. Lirtle dQ moſt ProfeRiorsthink of this, 
cherſ»hile chey pleaſe, themſelves in cheir :<fiates, while they de» 
o beflight themſclves fo freely in their Children,in their. Wives, in 
my ſſtheir habitations and pojicfſions3thar rheſe be the chings that 
s toſpre like ro undo them for ever. Row liucle- is rhat ar 6p 
eem ſihouvght of, wh ich ſpeaks ſo dread fully ro worldly Profeliors ; 
and $Love not the world, for if any man le the iworldgthe Love of 
t in $/be Father zs not in him. Are there not many among us, who 
air- though they do keep up Preyer,ard other holy Duties; yer 
nich the ſtrengrh and vigour of the:r hearts goeth out afrer earth» 
har iy things?Ard theſe are their chief care and their chief joy. 
the Such muſt know, that they are none of Chriſts, and they 
e ro vcre herter to underſtand 1t now, and ſeek to be renewed 
/ou, #Þy Repenrance, then hereafter when chere ſhall be no place 
for Repentance, 
pon | 2+ Leſt while Iniquity doth abon»d, your love to Chriſt doth wax 
aye $/4, Remember whar an Abomination L.4047cea was to Chriſt 
becauſe ſhe grew ſo luke-warm 3 and whiat a controverfie he 
y to ad with Fpheys,a ſaund Church, becauſc ſhe did bur tlacken 
and grow more remifs in her love. A friend is born for adverſt- 
way £1y;and now is, the time,if you will prove the fincerity of your 
har love and friendſhip to Jeſus Chriſt, by following him zealouſ- 
| ro !y,refolvedly, fully,now he is more reje&cd and oppoſed. 
Jdiſ-} Thirdly, Leſt 3ou beep up a barren and fruithfs Profeſſion, 
hat £ ith» ut Progreſſion : See to it my Brethren, thar you be nor 
ful £ onely Profeſſors, bur proficients: Many Profeſtors think all 
ſa £ 's well becauſe they keep on in the exerciſes of Religion 3 
t of © but alas! You may keep on praying, ard hearing ail the 
in, | Wcek long, ang yct be nor one jor the further, Many here 
nd a6 
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are thar keeÞ) going, bur ic is like the Horſe in the Mill, that 
is going all day, bur yet is no further than when he firſt be- 
. Nay,itoft rimes happens in the Trade of Religion, as it 
in trading in the World, where many keep on intra 
#ng tif! rill for want of care and caution , and examining 
theit accounrs whethtr they go forward or backward, they 
trade themſelves our of all. Oh, look ro it my Brethren,thar 
none of you reſt in the doing of duties, bur examine what 
comes of them. Otherwiſe as you may trade your ſelves 
into Poyerty,ſo you may hear and pray your ſelves into hard- 
neſs of hearr,and deſperate ſecuriry,and formaliry. This was 
the very caſe of wretched Laodicra, who kepr up the trade 
of _— duries, and verily thought that all'was well, bs 
_ cauſe the rrade ſtill went on, and that ſhe was increaſed in 
ſpiritual goods , and in a gaining way : but when her ac- 
counts were caſt up ar Jaſt,all comes ro nothing, and ends 
m wrerchedneſs, poverty, and nakedneſs. Moſt dear Bre- 
thren, I wiſh and pray for the profperity of you all: bur a- 
bove all, I wiſh your Souls proſperity, with which, after my 
moſt dear Loves to you all , having already excceded the 
bounds of an Epiſtle,I commend you to the living God, Res 
maining 


Tour fervent well wiſher and Ew 
baſſader in Cbrift, 


; JOS. ALLEINE 
Deviſes, 7unt 22. 1666. 
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LETTER AXAXX. 
[An Admiration of the Love of God. ] 


T o the moſt” Loving, aud beſt Beloved, the ſervants of 
God in Taunton, Salvation. 


My moſt dear Friends , 


'T Love you,and long for you in the Lord, and I am weary 
[ with forbearing that good and bleſled work - _ 
or 


- 
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Lerd hath, commitred ro me,for the furtherance of your Sal- 
vation. How long Lord, how long ſhall I dwell in filers * 
How long ſhall my Tongue cleave to the Root of my Mouth * 
When will God open my Lips, that I may ſtand up and 
Praiſe him ? But it is my Fathers good pleaſure yet to keep 

me in a total-difaljility of publiching his Name among you z 
unto h:m my Soul ſhall patiently; ſubſcribe. 1 may not, 1 
cannot complain that be is hard ro me, or ufeth-me wich 
Rigour : 1 am full of che Mercies of the Lord, yea, Brim- 
ful,;and running over, And ſhall I complain? Far be ir 
from me. 

- (Bur chough I may nor murmur, methinks 7 may mourn a 
Iirtle, and fir down and wiſh, O if I may not have a Tongue 
ro ſpeak, would I had but Hands ro Write, that T mighr 
from my Pen drap ſome heayenly. Councels ro.my Beloved 
People. .Methinks my feeble Fingers do even Itch ro Write 
unto you, bur it cannot bc,alas my right-hand ſeems.ro have 
forgot her cunning, and hath much ado with trembling to 
Tifr che Bread unto my Mouth. Do you think you ſhould 
haye had (o little ro ſhew under my Handgto beer Witneſs of 
wy, Care for You,. and love co you if, Ged had nor ſhoek 
my Pen as it were out cf my Hard?Bur all that he doth is 
done well, and wiſely, and thercfare I ſubmit, I have pur- 
poſed ro borrow Hands wherewith to write anto my Beloved, 
racher then to be ſilent any longer. 

Bur where ſhall I begin, or when ſhould I end? 1f Tthink 
to ſpeak of the Mercies of God towards me,or mine enlarg- 
ed affe&ions rowards you, methinks I feel already how ſtrair 
this Paper is like to be, and how infignificant my Expreſ- 
frons will be found, and how inſufficient all that T can ſay 
ill prove ar laſt ro utter whar Thave to tel] you; bur ſhall 
I ſay nothing becaufe I cannot utter all, this muſt nor be 
neither, 

Come then all ye that fear the Lord,come ard I well tel! 
you what he hath done for my Soul. O help me to love 
tha: precious Name of his, which is above all my Praiſes; 


, O love the Lord. all ye his Saints,and fear before him! map- 


nifie rhe Lord with me,aud ler us exalr his Name together ! 
he hath remembred my low eſtate, becauſe his Mercy endvu- 
rerh- for eyer. Oblcſled be you of the Lord, my dearly Be- 
(g) loved; 


ww 


3p 
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lovee,Othrice bleſſed may you be for all your remembrances 
of we before rhe Lord, you have wreſtled with the Lord for 
me,you have wreſtled me out of the very Jaws of Death ir 
ſelf : O the ſtrengzh of Prayer ! Surely it is ſtronger than 
dearth. See that you even honour the power and preyal 

of Prayer : Oh be in-love with Prayer, and have high and ve- 
nerable thoughts of it, What diftreſſes,diſeaſes. Deathrs can 
ſtand before ir? Surely I live by Prayer, Prayer hath given a 
Reſurre&ion go this Body of mine , when Phyficians , and 
friends had given up their hopes. 

Ah my dearly Beloved, methinks it delights me to tell the 
ſtcry cf your love, how much more of the love of God to- 
ward me. I have not forgorren, O my dearly Beloved, I 
have not forgotten your render love in all my -diftreſſes, 1 
remember your kindneſs ro me in my Bonds , when once 
Ind again I was delivered up to a Priſon for your fakes. 1 


remember with much delight, how you refreſhed and com-- 


forted me in my Tribulations, how open your hearrs were, 
and your hands were nor ſtraightned neither , for I was in 
want of nothing I may nbt,I muſt nor forger what painfol 


ournies you ruok to vifit me , when inplaces remore the - 


na of the Lord had rouched me,and though'my !ong fick- 
neſ almoſt incredible expenſive tome, yer your Supplics 
did not a little lighren my Burthen. 
And rhough 1 pur it laſt, yer T do nor mind ir leaſt, that 
y-11 have ten to ready in returning Praiſes to God in my 
behalf, your thankſgiving to God, my dear Brethren , do 
adminiſter abundant cauſe ro me uf my giving thanks unto 
ou, 
: And now my heart methinks is big to tell you a little of 
my love tb you. jvrely you are dezr unto me ; but though Is 
be ſweer ro tell the ſtory of love, yet in this I will reſtrain 
my (-:1f Forl fear leaſt as the wiſe man ſaith ofthe begir- 
ring of ſtrife, fo T ſhould find of the beginning of Tove,thar 
it is like the letting forth of the Water; and rhe rather I do 
ſorbear , becaute 1 hope you have berrer Teſtimonies than 
Words,to hear wirneis here unto you. | 
Bur if I ſing the ſong of Inve, © ler Divine Love overcarry 
rhe praiſe ; I found my ſelf in firaights when I began to ſpeak 
of the natural love between my gear people,an anyor- 
ny 


nuly ap wma. tf. av = oo” mM ODa wow ooo... 


"* A wv —_— On 9 = 2 wm, ww A ww 3 


ww ANC TT 


hubs BY w# TT %y w# OY © wt, 


SS hwy FD Hay edt & FD 


—— = 2 


(99.) 
thy Miniſter of Chriſt ro chem and ir ſeemed rhar all thac 
I have ſaid was- much. 00. lictle, but now I have to ſpeak of 
the laye God, it. ſcems ro be by far roo much. 

| O infinice loye never 49 be Comprehended,bur ever ro be 
admired, magnified; and adored [eety Creacure ! O let 
my heart be filled, ler my Mouth be filled, ler my papers 
be filled ever, ever filled with the thankful Commemorati- 
on of rhis matchleſs love. O turn your eyes from other 
obje&s! O bury mein forgerfulneſs, and ler my love beno 
more mentioned not-had in remembrance among you , fo 
that you may be throughly poſſeſſed and inflamed with the 
love of God. This, my Beloved, this is that love which is 
evcr to be commended, and extolled by you. See that you 
ſtudie this love, fill your ſouls with wonder, and feaſt your 
ſouls wirh joy , .and be raviſhed with rich contentment in 
this Divine Love : Take your daily walk , and loſe your 
ſelves_in the Field of Love : Drink, O Friends, yea drink 
abundantly, O Beloved, fear no exceſs. .O that your ſouls 
tnay be drenchr and drowned in the love of Chriſt, till you 
can every one ſay- wich the raviſhr Spouſe, I am ſecb of love. 
Mafvel nor that I wander here ,, and ſcem ro forget the 
bounds of a Letter, this love obligeth me, yea, rather cor- 
ſtrainecth me. Who in all the Earth ſhould admire and 
commend rhis love if, I ſhould nor? I teel-ir, I caſte ir, rhe 
ſweer ſavour thereof reyiverh my ſoul, itis light to mineeyes, 
and life ro mine heart 5 the warm. Beams of this bleſied 
Sun, O-how have they comforred me, raviſhed;and refreſh- 
cd me both in Body arid Soy! | my benumbed Limbs , my 


-withered hands, my feeble knees, my bones quite naked of 


fleſh do yer again revive through the quickning , healing, 


and raifing influence of. Divine Grace ard Love. Now my 


own hands can feed me,and my own feet can bear me, my 
appenite is quick, my. flegp comfortable, and God is pleaſed 
to. give ſome. increaſe continually though by inſenſible De- 
grees 3 and ſhall nor I praiſe that love and pace that hath 
done all this for me ? yea, what is this-to all I have to tell 
you.?. My heart is enlarged , bur I rold you Paper could 
not:hold what I have to ſpeak of the goodneſs of the Ail- 
Gracious God , in which I live. Iam forced to end, leaſt 
you ſhould nov bear my length. My dearly Beloved, | ſera 


(yg 2) my - 


(ev) , 
my heart unto you, divide ty love amongſt you all, awd 
particularly center it x0 your Reverend arid Faithful Paſtour, 
whoſe preſence with you}, and pamfulneſs,and watofifulneſs 
over you , and Zeal and' courage for you in ſo dangerous a 
rime;, is matrer 'of 'my''great Joy and Thankſgivings vtits 


God. The grace of 'out- Lord Jeſus be with you all,” Fare 


you well in the Lord, 1 remain 


Towr wen thy Miniſter 4nd fovrn 
well-wiſher in th? Lore, 


Jos. ALLENE. 


% 


— 
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LETTER XXXI. 


Ts the moſt Beloved People , the Servants of God in 
Taunton, Salvation. | 


fi v1 . 
Moſt dearly Beloved and. longed for, 
. my Foy and Crown, 


M' hearts defire and Prayer for you is, that you may 
| be ſaved. This is that which T have been Prayirig and 
ſtudying, and Preaching for theſe many Jears : and this is 
rhe end of my ns Suffering, and Writmpg ac this 
preſent time. God that knoweth all things,heknoweth that 
this is my wiſh ; Oh that I could but come at their Souls: 
Ard that this is the prize and the gain thar I run'for, that 
T mighr win ſouls. T ſeek nor other grfrs, give me your hearts, 
ler me bur part between your fins ant you 3 - ſuffer te Hur 
to ſave you ; give me leave to carry you over to Jeſus Chriſt, 
and I will not ask you any more. I will ſerve you gladly, 1 
'will ſuffer for you rhankfully, ſo I may bur fave you. Do 
not wonder why I follow you ſo preſfingly, why I call upon 
you fo frequently ; let not my importuniry be grievous to 
you, all this is hut to ſave yor. ' Chriſt did nor berhink his 
Biood, and ſhall IT think my Breath, br Tnk,too dear in order 
to your ſalvation ? what pirie is ir , that any of youu _ 

mil- 
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miſcasry, at laſt,under the power of Ignorance, or by a prez 
phane negligence,or a fond and lifeleſs okion of fri 
Godlinels. YE | 

Beloved, I am afraid of you leſt (as tro many of you) I 
haverun in vain. 1 cannot but mott thankfully acknow- 
ledge,that (confidering the paucity of thoſe that are ſaved) 
there are not a few of you aho are the joy of your Miniſters, 
and rhe Glory of Chriſt. Bur it cannor be diſlembled, tha 
far the youre number giye little ground to hope, that they 
are in the ſtate of Salvation. And muſt not this be a pinch» 


| ing chought toa compaſſionate Teacher, to think , that he 


cannar for his heart perſwade men,but that the moſt of them 
will wilfully chrow away themſelves ? Is irnot a woſul fight, 
to behold- the Devils driving a great part of our miſerable 
Flocks (as they did once the Herd of Swine, the Keepers 
themſelyes amazed looking on.) I ſay, driving them vio- 
lently down rhe hill, till they be choaked in the Water, and 
drowned irrecoverably in the Gulf of «ndlefs Perdition? Ah - 
mſerable ſpeRacle ! What through the wilful blindneſs of 
ſome, what through the loſeneſs and ſenſuality of others, whar 
through rhe halving, and Cold, and cuſtomary Religion of 
others, how great a number of our poor Flocks,is Saran like 
to carry. utterly away from us,afcer all that hath been done 
to ſaye them ? 

Yer I cannot bar call afrer them. Hearken unto me, O ye 
Childrep. - How long will ye love Varmty, and follow after 
leaſing, and truſt in lying Words ? As the Lord liveth you 
are loſt, except you turn : Wherefore turn your ſelves and 
live ye. Ah how Mercy woeth you ! How it waiteth to be 
gracious to you ?. Hear, O finners,hear. See you nor how 
the merciful Saviour of the World ſtrercheth forth his hands 
all the day long, and ſpreadeth forth his Wings, and caileth 
you as a Hen dorh her Chickens ! hear you nor the ſoundings 
of his Bowels? He had no need of you ; Yet how do his 
compafſions melr over periſhing ſinners? his hearr is turned 
within him, and ſhall not this rurn your hearts? Is repent- 
ings are kindled together 3; and ſhall nor this lead you to 
Jepenrance ? Behold,he ſtanderh ar the door and knocxeyh, 
O man wilt thou keep ]eſus at the door,and lodge B-rravas it 
thy boſom ? and prefer rhy cruel Luſts before thy Compal 
(83) ſionare 
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fionate Lord? Oh his melting love to finners !. He calleth 
after chem, .I/a.55.1. He weeperh over them, Luke 1 5. 41, 
42. He cricth to chem, Prov.1.21,22,2g. - How long ye fin» 
ple ones, will you love fimplicity ? Will you not be made 
clean? When ſhall it once be? Why wilt you die? Turn you 
art my Reproof; Behold, I/will pour our my Spirit upon you. 
Sinner,arr thou nor yet melted ? Oh come in at his loving 
Calls, Come our from thy fins ; Touch the Scepter of Grace 
and live: Why ſhouldeft rhou be daſhed in pieces by his 
Iron Rod? Kiſs the Son: Why ſhouldſt rhou periſh in the 
way ? Ser up Jeſus as:thy King, leſt he' connt thee for his 
Enemy,becauſe thou wouldſt not tharhe ſhould Reign over 
thee, and ſo thou be called forth and ſlain before him. Oh 
how dreadful will rhis Cale be, to periſh under the pitriful 
Eyes of his Mercy, and to die hy: the hand of a Saviour! 
Oh double hell, to have thy Redeemer become thine Exe- 
cutioner ! And the hand that was ſo long ſtrerched forth to 
' fave thee, to be now ſtrerched' forth to ſlay thee! And the 
merciful heart of Chriſt himſelf hardned againſt rhee, ſo as 
that he ſhould call rhee forth, -and with his own hand hew 
thee in pieces, (as Samuel did XHgag before the Lord.) 

Bur 7 have been too too long in prefacing to what I in- 
rended forthwith ro have fallen upon: Indeed 1 am apr ro run 
out, in matters that do ſo nearly touch upon your greateſt 
Convernments. 

Beloved, I deſpair of ever bringing you to Salvation, with- 
our SanRification: Or poſſeſſing You with —_ with- 
out perſwading you to Holineſs. God knows I have nor the 
leaft hope ever to ſee one of your Faces in Heaven, except 
You be Converted and San&ified, and exerciſe your ſelves 
unto Godlineſs. This'ts that I drive at, I beſeech you ſtudy 
ro further Perſonal Godlinefs, and Pamily Grndlineſs, 

" I. Perſonal Godlinefs. Ler it be your firſt care to fer vp 
Chriſt in your Hearts. See thar you make all your worldly 
Intereſts co ſtoop to him,thar You be entirely and unreſer- 
.vedly devored unto him. If Yoo wilfully,and deliberately, 
and ordinarily harbour any fin, Youare undone, See that 
You unfeignedly take the Laws of Chrift,as the rule of yous 
words, thoughts, and aRions; ard ſubjze& your whole 


man, members ard mind fa:thfully ro him, - If You haie 
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a true reſpe& to all Gods Commandments, you. are ſound 


at hearr. Oh ſtudy to get the Image and impreſs of Chriſt 
n you within. Begin with your hearts, elſe you 


' build without a foundation, Labour to ger a ſiving change 


wirhin, or elſe all excernal performances will be ro ro pur- 

ſe. And then ſtudy ro ſhew forth the power of Godline(s 
n the life. Ler Plety be your firft and great butineſs, *'Tis 
the higheſt point of Juſtice, ro give Ged his due, Beware 
that none of you. be a Praycrleſs perſon : for that is a moſt 
certain diſcovery of a Chriſtleſs, and a graceleſs perſon, of 
one that isa very ſtranger to the fcar of God. Suffer ner 
your Bibles ro gather duſt. See-thai you corverſe daily wirh 
the Word. | Thar man can never lay claim to Eleflednefs, 
whoſe delighr is nut in the Law of the Lord, Ler reditatis 
on and fel-examination be your daily cxerciſe, elſe the 
Papiſts, yea the Pagans, wil] condemn vs. That the ſhore 
queſtions, which I have given you as a help to (clf-examina- 
tion, may be daily peruſed by you,is the matter of my paſ 
ſionate requeſt unto you, If ever you come ro any growth 
in Holineſs, withour tlic. conſtant uſe of this praftice, I an 
groſly deceived. And therefore I would beſcech, yea, even 
charge you,by the Lord,thart you would daily examine your 
ſelves by thele queſtions, till you have found a bercerhelp to 

Bur Piety, without Charity, is but the haif of Chyiſtiari: y, 
or rather impious Hypocrific, We may not divide the Tables. 
See therefore that you do juſtly, and love mercy, and ler 
Equity, and Charity run like an eyen Thred,throughour all 
your dealings, Be you temperate inall things,and ler Cha- 
ſtiry,and and Sobriery, be your undivided Companions. Let 
truch and Puriry,Seriouſneſs and modeſty, Heavenlineſs and 
gravity be the conſtant ornaments of your (peech.Ler patience 
and humility, fitnplicity & fincerity ſhine out in all che parts 
of your converſations. See that You forget & ſorgive wrongs, 
and requite them with kindneſs as you would be found chil- 
dren of the meſt high. Be merciful in your Cenſures, and 
pur the moſt favourable confiruRtion upon our Brerhrens 
Crriage that their aRions will reaſonably bear. Feſlow in 
profnifing. punRual in fulfilling. Ler meekneſs and inro- 
cency, Aﬀableneſs, Yieldingneſs, and Curtefie, commend 
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your converſations ro all men. Let none of your Relations 
want that love and loyalty,rhat reverence and ducy, thar ten- 
derneſs, care, and vigilancy, which their. ſeveral” places 
and capacities call for. This is throughout Godlineſs, 1 
charge you before the moſt high God, that note of you be 
found a ſwearer, or a Lyar, a lover of evil company, or a 
ſcoffer, or malicious, or covetous, Or a drunkard, or a 
glurton, unrighteous in his dealing, unclean ih his living, 
Gr a quarreiler, or a thief,or backbiter, or a railer : for rde. 
nounce onto you from the living God; that deftruion and 
damnation 7s the end of all ſuch, Prov. 13. 20. Fam. 5. 12, 
Rev. 21.8. 1 Cor. 6.9, 10, Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21 

2, Family Godlineſs. He thar hath ſer up Chriſt in his 
heart,will be ſure to ſtudy to fer him up in his houſe, Ler 
every family with you be a Chriſtian Charch 3 every houſe, 
a ouſe of Prayer; every houſhold a houſhold of faith. Ler 
every houſholder ſay, with Joſhua, I, with my Houſe will ſerve 
the Lord, and reſolve with David,Pſalm 121.2. 1 wil walk 
within my houſe, with a"perfe@ heart, Let me preſs upon 
you a few duties, which T have been long harping upon, hut 
Alas (Iſpeak it to your ſhame) with many (t00 too many) 
of you, co little purpoſe in general. __ 

Firſt, Let Religion be in your Families, fior as a marter by 
the by,Cto be minded ar leiſure, when the world will give you 
leave)bur the ſtanding, bufineſs of rhe houſe. Let them have 
your prayers as duly as their tweals,is there aty of your fami- 
lies, but have time for their.raking food ? wretched man: 
canſt thou find time to car im, and nor time to Pray in? 

Sec»ndly, Sertle ir upon your Hearts,that your Souls are 
bound up in the Souls of your Family.They are commirted 
unto you,and (if they be loſt rhrough your negle&? will be 
required ar your hands; Sirs, if you do not, you ſhall know 
thar the charge cf Souls is a heavy charge, and that the 
Blood of Souls is a heavy guilt. O man, haſt thou a charge 
of Souls ro anſwer for,and doft thou not yet beftir thy (elf 
far thetz,thart their Blood be nor found in thy Skirts ? Wilt 
.. thou do no more for immorral Sou!s, than thou wilt do for 


| Shy Peaſts rhar periſh? What doſt thou dofor thy Children, 


"and Servants? Thou provideſt Meat and Drink for rhem, 
Agrecab!e ro their Naturcs, and doft thou not the ſame for 
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thy Beaſts? Thou givelt them Meoicines, and.cheriſheſ} 
them when they be ficx, ar2Gdoit thon not fo'much for thy. 
Swine ? More parcicularly. ys 

1. Let'che folemn Reading of the Word, 1/2.34-,16, Foby 
6.31. an4 forging of Pſalms, be your Fugn!y Exetca/ts, Mm 
118. 15. See Chritt finging with i; Fantlly, VIR, lis DiC 
ciples, Mat. 26. 3o. Lvbe 9.18. es. 

2, Letevery prſon in your Families ve duly called to au ace 
count of th:ir profiting by the ward h:1rd br read, as they be 
about diving ynuy own Bfontfſ: s.This is a' duty of conſequence 
unſpeakab'e, and would be a means 'ro bring thoſe under, 
your Charge,to remember and* profit Dy what, they receive, 
See Chirtts Example in calting nis” Farnily to ati, accgyne. 
Mat. 16. 11. 13: 15, 7 I, 

33. Oftex tal? an account 'of the Souls under your care con- 
cerning their $9ivitizal tatzs Herein you muſt be Followers 
of Chriſt, Mat. 13. 1c, 35, 51. Mari 4. 16, 11. Makers 
quiry into their conditions,- infift wh6ch vpn the finjulneſs 
and miſcry of their narurat eſtate, ard upon the neceiiy 
of Regeneration and Converfion in order to their Salvac- 
on. - Admoniſh them gravely of rheir fins, incourage begin- 
nings. Follow thein carneſtly,and ler them have no quier 
for you, till you fee rhem in a faving change, This is a 
duty of high conſequence, bur(1 am afraid Yearfully negle&- 
ed by fome thar are Godly, Doth nor Contcience fay,.Thou 
art the man ? 

4. Loob to the ftrith jandifying of th? Sa*bith, by a! of your 
Hryb!ds, Ex:d.20.10, Lev.23. 3- Many poor Families have, 
little time elſc.. O improve but your $459442th-d1ys as dilix 
gently m labouring for kaowledge, and doing your Makers 
work,as You do the other Gaies in doing your own Work, and 
I doubt not, bur you may come to ſome proficiencie, . 

s. Ltt th: Marning and Evining Sa*rifice of [niemn Prayey, 
bt daily offered up. in-alt your Famalics. Pſal.g2.1,2.Exodgo. 
7, 8. 6g 1.9, 10. Beware they be not found among the 
Families that call nor upon Gods Namesfor why ſhould there 
be wrath from the Lord uport your Families ? Fer, 10, 25. 
O' miſerable Families without God jn the World, that aze 
without, Family Prayer! What have you ſo many Family 
fins, Family wants, Family Mercies, what ard yer no Family 


* Prayers : 
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Prayers? How do you pray with a!l Prayer and Supplicatzon, 
if You do not with Family Prayer? Say not, I have no 
time, Whart haſt chou. all chy time on purpoſe to ſerve God, 
and fave thy Soul,and is this thar for” which thou canſt find 
no time. Find bura heart, and I will find time. Pinch our 
of your meals and fleep,rather then want for Prayer or 4 
not my buſineſs will not give leave. This is thy greateſt buſt- 
neſs, to ſave thy ſelf, and the Souls commicced to thee. Be- 
ſides a wher will be no let. 1n aword,the bleſſing of all is 
ro ve gor by Prayer, er.29.11,12. 2 $4m.7-29, and What 
is thy buſineſs withouc Gods Bleſſing? Say nor,1 am not a- 
ble. Uſe rhy one Talent,and God will increaſe it, Mat .25. 
24. &:. Helps are to be had rill rhou art berter able. Bur if 
there be no other remedy, thou mai*ſt join with thine aber 
Neighbour. Gad hath ſpecial regard to joint Prayer, 747. 
6.14. to 19, As 12.5. to 12. 2 Cor.k.11. andtherefore yuu 
muſt improve Family advanrages for the performing of ir 

6.Put every one in your Families upon private Praycr.O)- 
ſerve whether they do perform ir. Get them the help ot a 
form, if they need ir, ull they are able ro go wirhour, Di- 
re& them how ro Pray, by minding them of their fins, winrs, 
and mercies,rhe materials of Prayer. This was the praQtice 
of- Fobn, and of Zeſws, Lube 11.1,2, 

7.Ser up Cathechizing in your Families, at the leaſt once 
every Week. It was my parting, dying requeſt, that you would 
ſct up and maintain this duty in your Familics. Have You 
done it all accordingly ? Cannor your conſciences witneſs, 
Eannot your families witneſs you have nor? Well, I thought 
my parting words wpuld have done ſomerhing wich you: I 
hoped rhe fervent requeſt of a dying Miniſter, would have 
prevailed for ſuch a ſmall matter with You. What, 
ro this day withour ſolemn Cnechiting in your houſes? Ah, 
whar a diſcouragement ro ycur Teacher is this? Brethren, 
ſhall 7 yer prevati with you? Will you reje& me now alſo ? 
O ler me perſwade you, before you rake off your eyes from 
theſe Lines, to refylve to fer upon the conftant exerciſe of 
this Duty. Surely 7 have done ard ſuffered more for you, 
then this comes to : will you degy me? I beſeech; you, ler. 
me find, if ever G2d do bring me again toyifit your houles, 
that the words of a ſuftering Miniſter have ſome power with 
YOR, 


(107) 
you. T have ſent you an help on purpoſe : what ſhall all my 
periwaſions be bur ſpeaking in the wind ? and all my pains 
out labouring in the fire? Beloved you have no dread of the 
Aimighries Charge, Thar you ſhould teach theſe things dili” 
gently to your Children, and talb of them as you fit itt your hou- 
ſ'', &c. Dent, 6.6, 9, 8,9. and 4.9,10 and 11. 18,19,20, 
& train they up in che way they ſhould go, Prov.2246.the Mary- 
211.Harh God fo commended Abrabam,thar he would reach 
bus C-ildven aud bis hoaſhold, Gen.18.19. and that he had fo 
many 1» trutted ſervants, Gen.14-14. the Margin hath given 
ſuch a jromile to him caereupon,and wlll not you pur in for 
a ſhare, ncirher in che praiſc,nor the Promiſe ? Hath Chriſt 
honoured Cathechifing with his preſence, Lube 2.46.and will 
nor you own it with your praQuie ? Say not, they are care- 
leſs, and will not learn. What have you your Authority 
for, if not ro uſe it for God, and the good of their Souls ? 
You will call them up,and force them ro do your work;and 
ſhould you not, at leaſt be as Zealous in purting them upon 
. Gods work? Say nor,they are dull and are nor capable 7f 
they be dull, God requires of you the more pains and pari- 
ence, but ſo dull as they are, you will make them learn how 
ro work; and can they not learn as well how ro live! Are 
they capable of the miſteries of your rrade, and are they nor 
capable of the plain principles of Religion ? well as ever you 
would (ce the growth of Religion, the cure of ignorance,the 
remedy of prophaneſs, the downfatof error, ſulfill you my 
joy in going through with this duty. 

I have been too long already,and yer Tam afraid my Ler- 
rer will be ended before my work be done, how leath am 1 
to leave yGu, before 7 have prevailed with you to ſet to the 
work, to which you are here direQed, will you paſs your 
promiſe,will you give me your hands? Oh thar you would ! 
you cannot do me a greater pleaſure. Ask whar you will of 
me 3 Sec if I will not do as much for you. Oh that your 
Families might be a joy to me, as that rwice noble Ladies 
to Fobn;, who profeſſes he had no greater joy, then to find 
her Children walking in the truth! Beloved why ſhould you 
not give the hand one ro another,and murually engage cach 
ro other, for more vigorous and diligent endeavours,in pro. 
moting Family Godlineſs. I muſt rel] yov, God looks for 
; marc 
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more than ordinary frum you,in ſuch a day as #his. He ex- 
pet that you ſhould, do,. both in your hearts, and in your 

ſes,ſomewhat more liar ever, under theſe his extraordi» 
nary diſpenfarions. My moſt dearly beloved» mine own 
bowels in the Lord, will you ſatisfhe the longings of a travel- 
ling Miniſter ?- will you acfwer. the calls of Divine Provi- 
dence? would you remove the Incumberr, or prevent the 
impending Calawitics ? would you plant Nurſerics for the 
Church of God? would you thar God ſhould build your 
Houſes,and bleſs your (ubttance ? would you that your cl:i!- 
dren ſhould bleſs you ? thar your Father fthould bleſs you ? 
Oh, then fer up. piety in your Families as ever you would 
be bleſſed, or be a bleſſing, ler your hearts and your Hovies 
be.che Temples of the living God, in which liis worſhip /ac- 
cording to all the foremenrioxed dire@ions) may be , with 
conſtancy reverently performed. Pardon my proiixity 2: d 
imporunity in ſo earneſt purſuing of yoa 3 1 am yet afraid 
T have done too ſoon ,. and ſhall end withour my Errand. 
The Lord God perſwade you To him I turn me, for Iam 
well afſured, he can prevail with you : | 


Father of Spirit.that hath [ct me over thy Flock 

to watch for their Souls., as one that muſt give 

an account, T have long ſtudied thy Will, and taught 
in thy Name, and do unfeignea!y bleſs thee z that any 
bave believed my Report. 1 have given unto them the 
Words which thou gaveſt me, and they bave received 
them, I bavve mani efted thy Name unto them, and they 
have kept thy Word. And now I am no mare with them, 
put I come unto thee : Holy Father keep them through 
thine own Name ; for they are thine. As they have 
kept the Word of thy Patience, ſo keep they then in the 
honr of Temptation. T hey are but a flack,alittle and 
8 belpleſs flock : but thou art thew Skhepheard, ſuffer 
them yot to want. Dothan feed them, axd fold them. 
Lyt thy Rod and thy Steff comfart them,and {et not the 
| ; Beaſts 
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Beaſts of prey fall upon them , to the [povling of their 
Sorts. © | Ek 
But what:ſb3ll 1 do for them- that will wor be: - 
ea, 1 hnve called after them, but rhzy world wot ane 
fwer , 1 have chirged them'in thy. Name ,- but they 
would not bear y Ihave ſtudied to [peak perſwvaſiuely to 
them, but T cannot prevail. ' Then I ſditl, {hitve las 
bonved in vain; 1have ſpent my ſtrength for nought, 
and 11 vain, yet I cannot give them over,much leſs may 
I give thee over. Lord per ſwade Japhet,to awell in the 
T ents of Shem. Lord compel them to come in, and lay 
the hanas of mercy upon them; as thou didft on lingring * 
Lot, and bring them forth . that they may eſcape for 
their lives and not be conſumed. Lord, I pray thee 
open their eyes that they may (ee,and lay hold upon their 
| hearts by thy Omnipotent Grace. Do thou turn them, 
and they ſhall be turned : 'O bring back the miſerable 
Captives, and ſuffer not the enemy of mankind to drive 
away the moſt of the flock before mine eyes , and to de- 
ride the fruitleſs tndeavorrs of thy Laborers,and boaſt 
over then, that he can domwre with thens , though he 
ſeek toruine them, than all the beſeechings,” comnſels, 
and charges of thy Servants that ſeth, ro ſave them; 
Lora, if 1 contd find ont any thing that would pierce 
them, that would make its ivay into their hearts, thow 
knoweſt I wanld uſe it., -Bnt 1 have been many years 
pleading thyicanſe in 24in.” ' O let not theſe endeavors © 
alſo be lf. O God, finidbut every ignorant, every pro- 
phane finney, every praytrleſs Soul, and every prayer- 
leſs family ,..and convince them of their m/erable con 
aition,, while withont thee in the Wer ld. Set thy Image 
pon 'therr Souls, ſet up thy Worſhip in their F _—_ 
et 
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Let pot pride, ignorance, or ſlothfulneſs, keep them in 
negle(t of the means of knowledge. Let thine eyes be 
698r the place of my deſtres for good, from one end of the 
Year to the other end thereof. Let every Houſe there- 
in be a Seminary of Religion, and let thoſe that caft 
#beir ejes upon theſe lines , find thee ſliding in by the 
ſerreet influence of thy Grace into their hearts , and 
irreſiſtably engaging them to do thy pleaſure. Amen, 


Amen, 1 -... 
LETTER XXX11. 
\CHe thatendureth to the end ſhall be ſaved.) 


To the moſt loving , and beſt beloved > the Servants 
of Chriſt in Huntington, Grace and Pexce. 


hm 


Moſt dear Chriſtians, 


' I Do thankfully acknowledge, both to#God and you, that 1 
am many ways obliged to love,and (crve you ; and fure- 

ly, when the Lord ſhall cutn our Capriviry, I will (through 
his Grace) endeavour ro ſhew my ſelf thankful , whercin I 
Way unto. you, - I am rhe more ſenſible of your great love, 
uſe I cannot be inſenfible , how licrle i have deſerved 
ſuch a Mercy, and how little I have been able to do, to 0- 
blige you. Able, I ſay, for I am ſure. I have been willing 
tobe much'more ſerviceablexo you.: Bur now, Letters and 
Prayers arc all rhat I havefor youz of rheſe I ſhall be ready 
to be prodiga]. Your love to me hath beenvery bountiful : 
I may not forge the liberal Supplics that you have ſent, ma- 


ny of yon, even out of your poverty to me 5 and not tro tne | 


only,bur to the whole Family of my Brethren, and Fellow- 
Priſoners,who do all ble you, and ſend by rheſe with me, 


NOY 


their thankful reſpe&s unto you, I fervently pray, and do 
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not doubt to ſpeed, that you may reap in Grace and Glory, 
what 40u have ſown to us in bounty. Yerily, there is 4 re- 
ward for the Righteous. Ah, how (ure is it! And how great 
and how near is it ? Come on, my dear*Brethren, and Fel- 
low-Travellers Stir up your ſelves , and (ct to your race. 
Sec that you loiter nor, but ſpeed apace in you holy courſe. 
What tire by the way, or think of looking back, when Hes- 
yen is the prize? God forbid. To him that ſowerh righte- 
ouſrieſs there ſhall be a ſure reward. What though it ſhould 
ſecm f1.,w? as long asit is ſo ſure, and ſogrear, never be 
diſcuura.cd : In the end you ſhall reap , if you faint nor. 
Wait bit-a while, and you ſhall have a blefled harveſt. The 
Lord peaks +6 the Chriftian,as he ro his Crediror in another 
calc, Have patience with me,ard I will pay rhee all. Oh 
now four Fairh and Patience, ! How ſafely, how ſweetly would 


' theſe carry us to our home and harbour, through all diffi- 


cu}r/£5, Brerkren beloved , be ye followers of them, who 
through Fa'th and Patience inherit the Promiſes. Ir is want 
of paricnce that undoes the world. Varience,I mean,nor fo 
much in the _ the inflied evil , as in waiting for the 
defcrred good.” If the reward of Religion would be pre- 
ſently in hand, who would nor be Religious ? Who bur the 
deceitful world count it doubrful and diſtant 3 and they are 
all for iomerhing in hand, and ſo rake up with a preſent feli- 
city. The Lord dea!s all upon cruft,and upon that account'is 
bur lirr!e deair with. You muſt have patient,and be content 
to plow and ſow,and wait for the return cf all at the harveſt, 
when this life is ended They thar like not Religion upon 
theſe terms, may ſee where rhey can mend their Markers.But 
you,my Brethren, be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable,abounding in the 
work of che Lord, for as muchas you know your labour ſhall 
nor be in yain in the Lord. Wait a lictle,there is bur a ſhorc 
life between you, and the bleſſed inheritance of the endleſs 
Glory.Ah wretched unbelievers! how worthy are you to be ' 
ſhur for ever our of the Kingdom, that did ſo undervalne all 
the Glory,that God had promiſed,as nor ro count to fuffici- 
ent to pay them for a lirtle waiting ? Beloved, lifr.up your 
eyes and behold your Inhericance,the good Land that is be- 
yond the Fordan, and that goodly Mountain. The Promiſes 
are a Map of Heayen. Do bur view it believingly and confi- 
derarely, 
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derarely, as ir is darkly drawn there,and tell me, what think 
you of that worthy portion, that goodly Heritage ? will not 
All this make you amends for your ſtay ? Why then a& like 
Believers, Never berhinl: the pains, nor expences of Reli- 
yo "Let no taan fear he ſhall come off a loſer. What 
though you are'much vpon the ſpending hand ? I might tell 
you , God is beforehand with you however : but I would 
have you principally to look forward. Ir is much that God 
-hath Flaia our | upon you 3 but wito can rell what he hath 
[laid up,]'for them rhar fear him ? And will you miſs of all, 
tor want of patience ? God forbid, Behold the Husband- 
ma, waiterh for the precious fruits of the'Earth , and hath 
long parience, till he rcccive the early and later rain. Be 
ye allo patient, ſtaoliſh your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord: drawerh nign. What ſhall che Hus'andman have more 
patience for rhe fruirs of the Earth, than you for the preci- 
ous frpizs of your Faith ? The Husbandman harh no ſuch 
certainty as you : he nath hur a provability of an harveſt, 
and yet he hath prience ; he 15 concent.io venture, He 
is at great pains, aad much coſt, he is ftiIl Taying our, and 
.hath nathing.coming in,, and yet he is content ro wait for 
- his.rezjaburſcment, til rhe Corn be grown. Bur your har- 
veſt is mo{t. ſure, as ſure as the irrevocaizle Decree , rhe in- 
fallible.promiſe, rhe immuravle Oath of a God, a God char 
cannot lie,that knows no place for Repenrance, can make it. 
Again, the Hnsbandman hart no ſach increaſe ro look for 


as you. Oh,it he were bur fare,tha: every Corn would hear ? 


a Crown wirh what exaltacion and joy , rather than pati- 
ence, would he go through all his cot and labour. Why, 
:Bretfiren, ſuch is a Believers increaſe. Every Grain ſhall 
.produce a Crown 3 and every Tear ſ1ll bring fortha Pearl ; 
and every minute in pains or Prayers , an age of Joy and 
Glory. Beſides, rhe HiShandman hvh long patience, and 
will nar you have a littie patience ? It is nor long. parience 
thi God doth exycdt of you : for hezhoid,the coming of the 
Lord draweth nign. Will the Garriſon vield when relicf 
is ar hand ? Or the Merchane fir down and give up his 
. hopes, when witl:in ſighr of the Harbour ? Or will che Hus- 
bandmana deſyond,and ive u2 ail for loft, when he ſees rhe 
Fields cven wire for the Haryelt ? Or ſhall he do more for 
a crop 
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a crop of Corn, than you will do for acrop of Glory? far 
be ir, Behold the Judge is even-at Door, The Lord is ar 
hand. He comemh quickly, and his reward is with him. 
He comes with the Crown in his hand,to ſer upon the hea 
of patience, Therefore caſt not away your confidence, 
which hath great recompence of reward, The Priſoners 
of the Lord, your Brethren in the patience of Jeſu$,can rt 
you, ir is good ſuffering for ſuch a Maſter. We muſt rdll 
you, as they (aid ro, our Lord in another caſe, He.is worthy 
for whom you ſhould do this. God is beyond meaſure gra- 
cious to n5h re. He ſhines brighe into'our priſon, \bleſſed 
be his Name. He waters us from Heaven; and Earth, As 
we truſt, you forgor nor rhe por Priſoners, when you pray, 
{we would that many rhankſpivinigs ſhould abound iti 6ur 
behalf. And Prayer being the : only | Key that can' open our 
Priſons, wetruſft that you will nor lack, nor ler your hands 
be heavy, bur pray andnort faint”: and doubtleſs Prayer will 
doir. But I am apt to paſs the bounds of a Letter, yer 1 
promiſe my ſelf now an eafte pardon for fo loving a treſpaſs. 
Wirth my deaf Loves to you all , I commend you to God, 
and the Word of his Grace, ' Though T haye done writing, 
yer nor praying. I will promiſe,” where my Letter ends, my 
Prayers ſhall begin- Farewel dear ' Brethren : Fare you 
well in the Lard, I am 


' An unworthy Embaſſador of 
Feſus in Bond, "S 1 


JOS. ALLEINE: 


From the Priſon at Juelcheſter, 
Oo. 29. 1663, | 4 


(114) 
LETTER XXXAIIT, 
{ For Perſeverance. ] 
To wm) fear Friends the Servants of Clif in Luppit; 


Salvation. 


Beloved Chriſtians, 

| 8 hh raken ” a Reſolution to Write to,and to endea- 

vour to confirm all the Places,. where 1 have gone up 
and down Preaching the Kingdom of God, You were by no 
mears i0 be amitced, Vou were the People that were laſt 
upon-my hearr, bcfore my taking up, and vad I nor been 
made a Priſoner, I rhink I had ina few hours after che rime 
of my Apprehenfizn been wich you. Now I can no way but 
by Prayers, Letters, and Councels viſit you ; and fo have 
{ent theſe, ro let you know, that you are upon my Hearr, 
and that your Welfare is dear unto me, 1 bleſs rhe Lord to 
boy that his Work doth not ceaſe among you. Ir is the 


y of our Bords, Beloyed, r9 hear that the Word is not 
eund, and thar Saran hath nos his defign the People 
of God, who doubtleſs intended by Ings to have 
{truck Terrour into them, and to have made their Hands 
weak. Know, dear Chriſtians, thar the Bonds of rhe Goſ- 
pel ate not tedious through Grace unto us, that Chriſt is a 
Maſter worth a ſuffering for, that there is really enough in 
Religipn to defray all our Charges, ro quir all the Coſt 
and Expence you can be at in or upon it; That you may 
Build upon ir that you can never be loſers by Jeſus Chriſt, 
char Chriſts Priſon is berrer than rhe Worlds Paradiſe, char 
che Divine ArtTibures are alone an All-ſufhcient Livelihood, 
char the imtiuences of Heaven, and ſhines of Gods Cou nte- 
nance are ſvfficient ro lighten the darkſomeſt Dungeon, and 
ro perfume and ſweecen the noiſomeſt Priſon ro a poor Belic- 
ver; thar if you can bring Faich and Parience, and the Af- 
ſurance of the Divine Favour with you toa Priſon, you will 
Lve comfortably in ſpight of Earth & Hell. Theſe are Truths 
that rhe P;ifoners of Chriſt can in a meaſure Seal unro; and 
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{ would haye you to be more ſoundly aſſured of, apd cſta- 
bliſked in. Brethren'we are of the mind in & Priſon, 
that we were of in the Pulpir; that there is no life toa life 
of Holineſs; char Chriſt,end his Yoak,and his wor- 
of all acceprarion 3 rhar ir is the beſt, and w and 
and gainfullleſt courſe in the World to ſtick cloſe x0 
Chrift and his Ways,and to adhere to them in alk hazards. 
Come on, Beloved Chriſtiens,come on,flack not your pace, 
buc give dili co the full aſſurance of Hope unto the end, 
and be yefollowers of them who through Faith and Patience 
inherit rhe Promiſes.Strengrhen the hands thar rp te ha 
and che feeble. knees. PE nary an ity, 
your ſtrength is ſmall. up,my Brethren, look what a 
Crown, what # Kingdom here is3 Whar ſay you? I not 
here a worthy Portion, # goodly Heritage ? Were it not pi- 
ry to loſe all rhis for want of Diligence and Patience?Come, 
dear Chriſtians, and fellow Travellers, 1 pray you, let us 
puc on : Pluck up the weary Limbs, our Home is within 
hght, Lift up =ure Eyes from che Pilg of the Promiſes : 
You may ce the Land of Reſt. Will any of you think of 
returning into Egypt? God forbid : A lictle patience, and 
Chriſt will come; Behold, the Husbandman waiteth for the 
precious fruirs of the Earth, and hath patience till he 
receive the carly and later Rain: Be ye alſo paricar,ſtabliſh 
your Hearrs, for the —_g the Lord drawerh nigh. He 
15 not 2 Chriſtian indeed, that cannot be contenc:to tarry for 
his Preferment in another World. Caft upon ir, my Br& 
—_—_—— _—_ —_—— is not of this World ; that here 
you muſt have Tribulations,and char all is well as long as we 
are ſcoured for Eternity. Exhort one another daily; ſtrive 
rogerher in Prayer, unire your ſtrengrh rherein, pull a 
main : Mercy will come ſooner or larer, however we will be 
content to Wait. till the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Ah how ſurely will he come ! He will render Tribulation to 
them thar trouble us,and ro us that are troubled, reſt with 
him.Onely believe and wait: What nor watch with him one 
hour? why the Judge is even at the door ! And how bleſſed 
will you be if you do but continue and hold faſt till he come! . 
Watch therefore, and ſtand faſt, quir you like men,be' Zea- 
leus, and ler your hearts be firong:God is your Friend,anl 
8 Ch2) you. 
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ou may ruſt him, He is'able*to bear yow our,and: bear yo 
TL Thikenot rherefore, bir be Redo ordonCable, boon. 
ing ifithe' works of the Lord.- Speak ofcen 'one to another, 
provefieco love,and togood Works, Let the Bay of oppofi- 
rion 4paiſt 'Godlinefs;wake rhe Torrent of your Zeal break 
overwirh the more violence. Bur ir's'rime ro end, I bave 
been"boldito call upon'you, you ſee 37 andto ſtir you up by 
Way, of: remembrance. May-rhe Spirir of the moſt high God 
«excite you; ericourage you,  entlame you. : may theſe poor 
lines'be fome quickning-to you : may the goodwill of him 
thar dwek inthe Buſi/ dwell with you. My dear loves to you 
all;pray for the Priſoners, *Farewel dear. Brethren, farewel 
in the Lord,” Tam * 211} 6 Te 
4 Tours 11'the Bonds of the 
WM 012972 -» F749! Lord Feſus, 
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EY JOS. ALLEINE. 
OffFo0b. 11. 166g, W108 »; 
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YELETTER XYEXTY. 
To a Back- ſliding Fellow Student. ] 


Str, | + nate 1:5 
YAY this will find you, or when, orfwhere, I know 
+ Not ; bur have ſhot this arrow ar a venrure. Once 
you! were an Aſlociate with me in yg a 9h Fre- 
methber yuurlatneleſs Converſation, your zealous at- 
fe&ion for , "and adheſion ro the'ways and people of God. 
May you be ſtill found in the ſame /parhs of holineſs,” with- 
out which no-man ſhall ſee God. The'vows of God are'upon 
me (which, T confeſs , I have been to''flack ro pay )thar 1 
would par you in remembrance,and'inalt*Brotherly render- 
neſs adviſe you, to remember from-whence you'are"fallen.: 1 
was infarmed, hefcre-vour leaving of Erglayd, of many un- 
hapryy-miſcarriages, which the great'reproach of your holy 
profeflion, you had been too maniſeſtly guilty of, I am nor 
without 
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, out you be of clean hands, ard a pure heart? I k 


(a7); 
withour ſome hope, -rþat che Lord may: have fincetecalied: 
you, and brotiphr-you: back tg\nimf. If. ; andyecgorwithour 
more fear, leſt; .if the power of corruption;were (of ſirong,: 
as to precipitate you with-ſuch violence ,-at-ſuchy4 time 451 
thar' was,” and 410 futh a place as Erglend,as rom where your 
had ſo wany.encouragemenits, aad/inducements, exampits;: 
and fairhful friendly,warchful obſervers, you may. ngw much 
more be carried-away, in ſuch a place,and among ſueh-com- 
pany, as now you may be likely to be in. Sir, L beſcech 
you to be afhiired-, -thar nothing hurt the copigience of my: 
duty -bath engaged me, now,you. have been ſu,mary-years 
a ſtranger ro me, ..and. are at fo. many thouland. miles; di- 
ſtance from, me g-to.write notwichſtanding. ro your (Ad 
beſecch you,bear alitgle wrh me. Is ic wiſdgm -atzerryouw 
have begun in che Spirit, ,.to end inthe tleſh ?. 5ou d4d:run 
well, who hath tindred you.?; I remember your ſir wk 
ings; your holy/converſc,your many cears ;. will yow-leoſe the 
things that you. haye wrought? 'have you found out another, 
a nearer way to-Heaven? do you: bope;ro get in atchowide 
Gate,: im, the broad way ? need I ro mind/yov, thatue had 
been better for yqu fever ro have, known, rhe way of Lite, 
thenafter you. have known ir , ro-rurn aſide ſromTheboly; 
Commandment ?; can you eyer enter into Gods Hhlls wairh- 
| pt gov yon: 
are nor Ipncrant, That ftratt is the gate,and nargow 15 the way 
that leadeth_unto Life, and few there b2 that find it : and will 
you yer do as the moſt , and decline the way of ſtrineſs, 
and:whole ſelf-denial,and give the fleſh rhe reins? whar, when 
God, that cannor lie, hath ſaid , If yo {re aftcry the fleſhy you 
ſhall 4:2? Do you not know thax you do yp-vam nameatic 
name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, except you depart from ini- 
quiry? I amſure you know it : OhSir,conſider ir, improve 
ir. Oh, have you ſolearor Chriſt gas ro'rhink,r' at the way 
of carnal liberty and looſneſs, the way of evii company and 
lleſhlineſs, is the way to eterral life ? T am not for rying up 
Salvationto this, or that Opinion : bur cerrain[v,ler men be 
of whar opinion they will, wirhour ſtr acts, ſel-denial,and 
holy diligence, they cannot be ſaved, Mat. 15, 42. Mat. 11. 
I2, 4 Pet. 15, 16, Once you could fay with Di, IT 2% 
e companion to all them that jter th:e : is it fo now? OSir, 

(h-3) tr 
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Jernor the wicked entice you. Hath not God faid , 
gm of fools (hall be deſtroyed, Prov. 13.20, That 

| forfake the fooliſh, if you deſire to live,Prov.g. 6. | 
no more hopes ever to meer you more on Earth : © that} 
ight meer you in Heaven! ler us tread the ſame path of 
Holineſs,and then weſhall doubtlefs meer there. Bur ſurely 
you muſt deeply,and rimely repent of,and rerun from your 
grievous back-ſlidings , or elſe I defire never to meet in 
your Heaven. Bur why ſhould not we , that have ſo often 
met in ſerious and holy Prayer together, we that have ſo of- 
xen met arthe Lords Table rogerher , we that have ſo often 
a faſted togerher, meet in glory rogether ? ] 
pn RON if the Lord hath not already ſmirres 

___ the duſt, and broken you, and reduced-ro the ways of 
neſs, nos confider your ways, ad turn your feet to his 
Teſtimonies Ohremember that, The bech-ſlider in brart ſhall 
be filled with bis own ways. + God hath ſaid ir,and who ſhall 
reverſe it ? If any man draw back, my Soul ſhall bave no filee- 
fare in bim, And once again, whes the righteous tarneth a 
way from bis righteouſneſs , and committeth — s ſhall be 
toe ? In bis Treſpaſs that be bath treſpaſſed, ſhall be nos dt ? 
I know can reach you,though.at ſo vaſt a diftance; 
I ſhalf add to them theſe Counſels,and commir you ro God, 


A Cotte 


Jours redl Friend in Chriſt, 
JOS. ALL EINE 
Fatlebeſttr, Mey 18th, 1664. 


muſt 
Sr Thee 


= T_— 4 ©.<« ACCC EL 


i © hf © > A 


| cis) 
LETTER XXXv. 
[Good Counſel to his Wiſe. ] 


My meſt dtar Theodoſic, 

2D ſcemeſt to have been long from me : let nothing 
any longer derain thee, but my Sifters neceſſity, or Fa- 
thers Authoriry. Tam very ſorry that thou ſhould loſe two 

Sacraments. I am in a comfortable ſtate of health, throug 

Divine nefs,to which be glory for ever. See that th 

love and admire that Fountain of our life, and peace z and 
be ever mindful that 'cis all thy buſinefs to love, and ſerve, 
and praiſe rhy Creator and Redeemer. I have no other bu- 
fineſs bur this to write to thee about : but his is all our bu- 
ſine. What be uſe ro ca!l bufineſs is but vanicy and paſtime 
and ſome by marter in compgiſon of this. Ren r and 
forger nor that *cis thy chiet end to glorifie God , and cn- 
joy him for ever. Learn well that Leſſon, and know that 
ic is the only thing neceſſary. Every morning remember 
thar rhy ſerving and pleafing of God, is the whole bufineſs of 
that day, and therefore ec our accordingly with an-expreſs 
and intention to pleaſe God in thy eating, drinking, 
viſiting, converfing, calling , and duties of thy Relarions 
throughout the day. My moſt dear hearc,l have norhing in 
the world that dorh concern thee, or me ſo much to write 
of ro thee, as this is. Oh that chou mayſt Nill be laying 
up in Heaven ! ſtill furchering thy account ; ſtill adding to 
the heap, and encreafing thy glorious reward? nothing is 
done for God, bur thou ſhalt hear of it again, Whatever is 
not done for God,is but ſo much loſt. Thoſe things which 
others do being led by their nacural affe&ions and defires, 
thoſe things do thou do with holy aims, for ſpirirual ends, 
and then, God will pur it on the account , as ſo much done 
for him. So ir is my deareſt, God keeps a true account. See 
that thou belicve ir, and ſoplow in hope, and ſowe in hope, 
ray and hear with an eye to the ſure reward. Let thy 
be firong and lively , and then thy hands will be 
firong , and thy reſolations and affeRions w.1l be ſtrong. 


(h 4) My 
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My time is very precious, and I would nor loſe any inch of 
it. See thou to ir,thar my rime'in writing-this lerter be nor 
loſt rime. Love God the more , and ſer thine heart the 
ſtraighter rowards-him, and do. but praRice this one thing, 
in every ſolemn a&ion to look to rhy ends, and then I have 
got well, and thou better by theſe Counſels, My deareſt, 1 
love thee in truth and renderneſs, but my love ſignifies little, 
pnleſs it ſerve thine etetnal- good, 


1 reſt thine ow?, 


JOS. ALLEINE. 


LETTER XXXVI. _ 
TTobis Wife, Dafires after Heaven. ] 


. My. dear Heart, | 
Y heart is now a little art reſt ro wrire to rhee. I have 


1 V4 been theſe three days much difturbed, and ſer our of 


frame,; Strong ſolicirarions I have had from ſeveral hands,to 
accept>yery honourable preferment in ſeveral kinds, ſome 
friends making a Journey on purpoſe topropound ir, bur I 
have not found the invications (though I confeſs very honour- 
ablezand ſuch a$are or will be ſuddenly embraced by men of 
far greater worth and eminency) to ſuit with the inclinations 
of -my'own heart, as I was confident they would not. with 
#hine.>I; have ſent away my friends fartisfied with the reaſons 
of, my refuſal, and am now ready with joy'to ſay with David. 
Seub:ratutn unto thy.reft, Bur alas, that ſuch things ſhould di- 
fturl} me,I would live above this lower region, that no pal- 
{ages or providence whatſoever might pur me our of frame, 
nor difguiet my ſosl,and unſertle me from my defireſt reſt. 
I would have niy heart fxed upon God,ſo as no occurrences 
might difturb my tranquility, but I mighr be ſtl14n the ſame 
quiet andeven frame. WelH,thougk Tam aprt:ro he unſere]ed, 
and quickly ſer off the hinges, yer merhipks Latn:l:ke a'Bird 
; | out 


Crzu ) 
our of the -ricft, | am never qiier nl! 1 an in my old way of 
Communion- with God, hke.rhe'needle in the Compals thar 
15 reſtleſs ,-ti}l it be turned rowards the Pole. I can fay 
through grace with, the Church, wih ory foul have I defired 
rhee in the night,end with my Spirit within'me have T ſfougyr 
thee early, my heart is early and Jate with God, and tis the 
hufine(s and delight of my life ro feek him.Bur alas, how long 
ſhall I be a ({ceking ? how long ſhall I ſperd my days'in wiſh» 
mg and defiring,when imy glofthed Brethren ſpend theirs in 
rezoycingand enjoying? icok as the puor impriſoned captive 
ſighs under the burden{ore clog of his Trons.and can only 
pear through. the Grace,and think cf,and long for the ſweet 
neſs of that Jiberty | which he fces ethers enjoy : ſuch me- 
thinks is my condition : I can only look through the Grare 
of this Priſon my ficſh, I ſee A5rabamand Iſaaryand 7.irehby 
firting down in-the Kingdom of Ged , but alas, I ry (elf 
muſt ſtand withour longing, ſtriving, fighting, running. prav- 
ing, waiting, for what they are enjoying. Oh happy,rtirice 
happy pouls ! when ſha!l theſe Ferters cf mine be knocked 
oft? when ſhall I be ſer at Hherty from this Priſon of my 
body 2? you are clothed with glory, when I am clothed wirh 
duſt, I dwell in fleſh, in a Houſe «tf Clay , when you awell 
with God in a Houſe not inade with hands, eternal in rhe 
Heavens. I muſt be continually clog'd with the cumberſome 
burden of. this Dung-i1il Body, thar had ic nora foul eel. 
ling in it hke Salr as jr were ro preſcrve, it world ſcom turn 
ro purrefagiion and corruption, and Þe as od!ous and oath» 
ſom as the filrhieſt Carrion , when you have put on trcor- 
ruption and immortality... What contmual moleſtarion am I 
tubje& ro by reaſon of this fleſh? whar pairs:%orh ivcoſt mers 
keep rh1is earchen veſicl from breaking, it wnſt he fed.it nivſt 
be clothed, irmuſt be exerciſed, recrcared, ard which is worſt 
of all chcriſhed with rime-devouring f1:ep, fo that T live bur 
little of che ſhare rime] have ajoried me liere * bur ch bleC 
led ſouls,you are twallowed up: of immorraliry and life, yewr 
race 1s run; and you have received Your Crown How can. 
rious muſt ] betto keep me from Tangers, how apt 2m T tg 
be troubled with tlie cares andfeats of this life. moleſt no yyv 
ſelf with'the thoughrs of whar-|-thatl:earg and whar I] ſhail 
put on,and wherewicha! ſhall providetor my {©-f and mine; 
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when your ſouls are taken with nothing burGod and Chriſt, 
 and*cis your work to be ſtill conremplating , and admiring 

chat love that redeemed you from all this. Alas, how am I 
cacypen with infirmizies, andftill carry about me-Death 
m my boſom, what pains and coſt muſt I be at torepair the 
rotten and ruinous building of this earthly Tabernacle, which 
when Thave done 1 am ſure will ſhortly fall about my cars ; 
when you are got far above morraliry , and are made equal 
with the Angels. Oh I groar'carneſtly to be cloathed upon 
with my houſe which is from Heaven , being willing rather 
ro be abſenc from the body,and preſent with the Lord: Oh, 
when ſhall I come and appear before him. When ſhall I re- 
ceive the purchaſe of my Saviour , the fruit of my prayers, 
the harveſt of my labours, the end of my Faith , the Salva- 
ion of my ſoul? Alas,whar doT here? this is nor my reſting 

lace. My creaſureis in Heaven, and my heart is in Heaven, 
Oh when ſhall I be where my heart is ? woe is me thatT ſo- 
jour in Me{ech,and'dwell in the Tents of Kedar. Oh that 1 
had wings like a Dove, that T,mighrt flie away and be at reſt. 
Then would T haſten my eſcape from the windy ſtorm and 
rempeſt, and be out of the reach of fears, diſturbances, and 
diſtra&ions. How long ſhall I live at ſuch a diſtance from 
my God, at ſuch a diſtance from my Countrey ? Alas, how 
can T be merry, how can I ſing the Lord in a ſtrange 
Land; no, I will hang my ET" rhe Willows, and fit 
down and weep when 1 remember Sion. Bur =_ my fleſh 
Mall reſt in hope, and I will daily bath my ſoul in the ſweer 
thoughts of. my bleſſed home. I will rejoyce.in hopes of what 
' IF do nor yet enjoy , and content my ſelf with che raſte of 
wwhar I ſhall ſhortly have my fill of, Bur ſtay this Pen runs 
nor- beyoud thy Commiſſion. Alas, now I zeceive what I 
have gotren , T-perceive I have ſet down what I would be 
rather than whar 1 am, and wrote more of my dears heart 
than my own penning , rather a Copy for. my ſelf, than a 
Copy of my ſelf, Well, I thank I hane gor ſome heat 
by it for ali , the Lord grant thou mayſt get a thouſand 
gimes morc. The Lord grant the requeft I daily pour out 
before him, and make us helps and furrherances to each 0- 
thers ſoul, that we may quicken and promote and forward 
one anether in his ways. Help me by thy Prayers as _=_ 

| 0 
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doſt —_ The God of all peace and comfort be with 
thee my {weerdove, Farewel, 4x 


Thine beyond Expreſſion, 
JOS ALLEINE, 


——— 


—_ 


LETTER XXXVIIL. 
[God is a fatisfying Portion. 


My moſt dear Pylades, 


HY not my right hand leng fince forgor her cunning, 
and the Almighty ſhook rhe Pen cur of my hand, I 
ſhould long ere this have been writing ro thee : bur it is a 
wonder of Divine Power and goodneſs chac my foul had nor 
before this rime dwelt in filence,and that death had not put 
che long period to all my writing and converſe, 

, O my Pylad:s, what ſhall I ſay unto thee now I begin ro 
write, where ſhall I begin, when ſhall I end ? methinks I am 
as & full Bortle quite inverted , where the forward preſſing 
of rhe overhaſty liquor makes the evacuatin more - flow, 
_ my thoughts are like a thronging croud ſticking in rhe 

OOr. ; 

Long is the ſong of love that I have to tell thee, I rejoice 
inthe conſtancie of thy love,thar rhe waters of ſo long a ſt 
lence , and ſo great a diſtance have nor yer quenched ir, bur 
thy defires are rowards me,and thy heart is with me, though 
providence hath hindred me from thy much defired compa- 
ny. I will aſſure thee ic hath been a _—_ ro my hearr a 
good part of this ſummer to hope that I ſhould come one half 
of rhe way to give thee a meeting; but ſuch is my weakneſs 
hitherro , -rhat TI am forced ro pur off thoſe hopes rill the 
Spring, when, if God give me ſtrength to ride, 1 intend tg 
ſee thee before mine own Home. I thank thee for all the 
dear expreſſions of thy fervent love: Methinks I ſee ir, and 
feel how it rbns through all the veins of every Letter, we 

| cyer. 
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"every Line? Ineceded nor ſo'chargeable a Teſtomony asthy / 


golden Token, wich which I was ſomthing diſpleaſed, becauſe 
I thought thou needeſt more than my ſelf:bur the love rhere- 
by expreſſed is moſt dearly welcome ro me. Whar thou 
talkeſt of Retribution, and of Juſtice,doth norſo well reliſh 
with-me,heeauſe-rhe Phraſes ſeem improper to the love pro- 
feſt berween us, 7 never lookr for any return from thee bur 
love,which.is the paying of all thy Debts:my expences have 
indeed been vaſt and almoſt incredible; ur ſurely goodneſs, 
and mercy hath followed me, .and do follow me in every 
place, and in every change of my condition z ſo that as ro 
rempora!s I have lack of nothing,and as for ſpirituals I abound 
and ſupera>ound, and the freams of my comforts have been 
full and running over; the joy of the Lord hath been my 
ſtrength art weakeſt, and in the multitude of my thoughts 
within me, his comforts have refreſh'd my Soul, I have found 
God a fatisfying portion to me, and have far down under 
- his ſhadow with full delights, and his fruir is moſt ſweet ro 
my taſte: he is my ſtrength ard my Song,for I will ralke of 
. him, and write of him with perperual pleaſure, Through 
grace, I can ſay,methinks I amnow in my Element,fince 1 
have begun to make mention of him, T am-rich in him,ard 
tappy in him, and my ſoul ſaith unto him with David, Thou 
haſt made me moſt Bleſſed for eyermore, and happy is the 
hour that ever I was born to be made partaker of fo blisful 
a Treaſure,ſo endleſs a feliciry, ſo Angelical Prerogarives, as 
I have in him; O ſweet are his converſes, how delightful ir 
is ro Triumph in his Love! - 

Suffer me ro be free with thee, where ſhould I pour out my 
Soul, it nor into thy boſom ? did rhe poor woman call upon 
her friends'and neiglibeurs ro rejoyce togerher with her ar 
the finding of a loft Groat ? and ſhall nor I rell to thee the 
keeper of the Secrets of my Soul,& the frierd of my inmoſt 
Boſorn, whar a friend is the Lofd ro me, though an unworthy 
finacr, ſhall nor I run and tell thee whar a treaſure I have' 
found. And here methinks the ſtory of the Lepers comes nit 
unpptiy to thy mind, who (aid one to another when they had 
at arid drtgk,a-d carried away filver and gold,and raiment;' 

nd went and hid it, 1-2 do not well, this day is a day of gho 
ryaings ani we hold ow peace.tt is fir that Tſhionld be _ 
of - Cc 


' 
þ 
1 
j 
1 


(125) 

ed with ſhame; I acknowledge'/before God, who trieth the 
hearts, I am, unworchy,everlaſtingly unworthy, bur ir is not 
fic that he ſhould loſe his praiſegnay rather, let him: be the 
more ador'd,and magnifi'd,and admir'd for ever and ever, 
and let my Secrers ſay, Amer.” Bleſs the Lord, © my Soul 
bleſs rhe Lord, :O my friend, ler us exhalt his Name toge- 
ther,he is my ſolace in my foliwde,he is my ſtanding com» 
forrer,my tried friend, my (uxe.refuge,my ſafe, retreat;he is 
my Paradiſe, he is my Hcaven 3 and my heart is at reſt ir 
him: and 1 will fit and fing under his ſhadow;as a Bird a- 
mong the Branches;and whirher ſhould 7 go bur ynro him? 
Shall 1 leave the farne(s of the-Olive, and (weerneſs of the 
Fig-xree,and of rhe Vine,and goand pur my truſt under the 
ſhadow. of the Bramble ? No, .1 have made my everlaſting 
choice : this is my refti for-ever, , be 1s my well Beloved in 
whom 1 am well pleaſed. Syuficr,ge ro buaſt a little here, 
may Glory without Yanixy,and 1canpraiſc him without end 
or meaſure,bur I have nothing to ſay of my felf:1 find thou 
doſt overyalue me,and magnifre me above my meaſure;ſet 
the Crown upon the head of Chriſt, let nothing begreat with 
thee but himzgive him the glory:but thy love pleaſeth me, 

only I have this exception,thar thou art in love with-thine 
own 1dol,as Auſtin ſomewhere ſpeaks to a ſriepd of histhar 
did too much magnifie him, and magnifieſt- a Creature of 
thine own fancie,and not thy poor Oreſftes:God that knowerth 
all chings, knowerh my poverty, how little, how low, and 

how mean 7 am,and how ſhorr I come of the attainments of 
the Saints, who yer do themſelves come ſo exceedingly ſhore 

of rhe Rule that God hath ſer before us:1 often think of the 

Complainr.of the deyour Monſzer | I feel my ſelf very poor 

this week , 'and very defeRive in the love of God; if you 

would know wherein vou may pleaſare me, love God more; 

that whar is wanting in me, may be made up in the abun- 

dance of your love: | in this,my Py/ades,in this thou maiſt 
moſt highly pleaſure me;zlove God a little the betrer,pratiſe 

him a little rhe more for my ſakezlet me have this to pleaſe 
my ſelf in, that Gcd is alitrle the better loved for me, and 

that I have blowed up,if ir be bur one flaſh, nay, but cnc 

ſpark of Divine Lgve in the boſom of my deareſt friend to- 

wards him, 

Bur 
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But why,my Py/ades, why is thy ſtile towards me chang- 
ed ?" why haſt rhou loſt a bd wonred ſtrain pK 
Former pleaſing familiaricy ? rhis I could not bur obſerve 
with ſome difgut, is ic becauſe thy hearc is changed 5 buc 
this is a queſtion in which I cannot ask any reſolution ; I 
am —_ and at reſt in thy love, bur —_ this akerarions 
means, 1 know not 3 art thou willing by de to grow 
ſtrange 3 it cannor be , thou: ſeeſt however har [ cannot 
e My voice. 

Beſides, I find fome jeatous paſlages in thy laſt lines un- 
ro us 3 byr canſt thou think that 7. B. can be put intro the 
ballance againſt my old friend, my own, my Covenane Pj 
lades, or can a friend of words come into any ion 
or compariſon with thine experienced love ? I cannot en- 
rereain the thoughts of ehis withouc ſome diſdain. 

Eur thy necdful cautions are acceptable ro me, defire to 

' forcſee and provide fas manifold and ſtorms; I know 
I am nor yer in the harbor 3 O pray with me rhar I enter 
noc into Tempration, for I am very weak in Spirit, as well 
as in body, God knowerth, Bur there is no end with me, 
ſomewhere or orher I muſt break off , and thou wike ſay ir 
1s rime to ſhur up ; for once only know, that I am thy daily 
Orator,and will be wlyleſt I am : and yer once more I muſt 
have room to add my thankfyl acknowledgement of rhine 
and thy coſtly kindnefs ; and ſo wirh our moſt dear affe- 
Gs to you bath, commend you to the Goof love, till 
a>'ding | 


Thy faſt and ſwt 


ORESTES 
Bath,GAob, 12, 1658, | 
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LETTER XXXVIL 
[ To a perſon of Quality to be conſtant. J 


Moſt Homed Sir, 


M7 charges have paſſed over both you and my ſelf, 
fince my laft Writing to you, bur I am glad ro hear 
that in thar great change of your condition, you have made 
ſo wiſe and happy a choice.Mine unfeigned defire ro God is 
for your Temporal and Spiritual proſperity 3; ard thar the 

ings of borh Worlds may be heaped up upon you, Yer E 
ſhould defire you nor ro expe roo much here, nor to counc 
ita _ thing, if you meer with diſappointments, Is ic 
enough if you have the Lord for your:/portion , and Heaven 
for your Inheritance 4. though rhe World ſhould nor. anſwer 
your expeRations. Idoubr not bur you will be likely, as well as 
we,to meer with manifold temprarions : the Lord make you, 
when you have done all co ſtand. Hold out a while in faith, 
parience, and fclf-denial, and you fhall be as ſure 8s God can 
make you of rhe Crown. Now ariſe and ſhine,and hold forch 
the power of holineſs in all your converſe. We have lived 
in times when Religion was the way to credit and eſteem, 
and chen ir was more difficult ro diſcern fincerity of ones 
profeſſion, becauſe men might be drawn to it upon worldly 
ends, But now is the time when God will prove us, if we 
will appear for him, and own his ways, when they are the” 
common ſcorn of the World. Oh Sir, think ir not hard if - 
God do call you forth ro own him in ſuch a time as this, where 
few of your rank and que will bear you company : bur 
look upon ic as a ſpecial advantage to prove your finceriry,: 
and your fidelity ro rhe Lord your Maker. The holy and 

cd life of that noble Marqueſs Galzacis, I ſhould much: 
commend to your reading and imiration. Court not the 
World nor irs prefermencs , Moſes his ſelf-denying choice. 
which the World would have branded for unparalled folly, 
when he ryoluntarily left all the Court-preferments and plca- 
ſures, the wiſeſt Judge commends for the greateſt wiſdom. 
if Religion will make you vile, reſolve with that Royal Wor- 


thys 
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thy , that you will be'yet more yile, Remember who ac- 
counted the teproaches of Chriſt greater riches, than the 
Treaſures of Egypt. Verily it is a greater honour to you to 
be vilified for Chriſt, thanto ve Ripnified with the higheſt 
Titlesthat rhe greateſt on Earth can confer : and to be call'd 
Puritan or Phanatique, for rhe bold and conſtant owning of 
rhe power of Chriſtianity , than ro have whole Pages filled 
up with the honourable offices and marks of Dignity , that 
Earthly Princes can beſtow. Now then is your time to ger 
the truehonour. Fer: of your places and dignity, Will rake 
this way £0;ger it :- But he that can bur uſe the proſpedtive 
of Faith,and look as far as the approachirg Judgement, will 
eafily (ce the vanity of the worlds riches and flattering pre- 
ferments , and the everlaſting glory and honour wherewith 
theditpited Sainrs ſhall ſurely be Crowned; Fix your eyes 
and-Meditations here,and that will ſer you above the worlds 
remprayons,when by its coffers or threatnings ir would make 
you to warp, and ro ler go your hold-faſt of Eternal life. 
Now 1s the-ume for you to make Heaven fure,and when that 
is done, you arc prepared for rhe worft that can come, I 
aekire you to accept of my ſervice and reſpe&s , and 'my 
Wayes, which I do hereby preſent unro you \, and ro'your 
nioſt -deſerving vyoak-fellow , whom I unfeignedly honour 
though I never ſaw her , not ſo much for her noble blood, 
which yer calls for great reſpects, as for her far more noble 
qual:ficarions,and priviledges of her ſecond birth. Pardon 
my boldneſs with youzin rroubiing you ſolong, I am Sir, 


Tur moſt Oblidged Friend, 
and Servant, 


10S, ALLEINE 


Feb. 36.1661; 
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K> . TOWN 7» 8: 9+i3; | | 
| LETTER XXXVIL: Ut 


Daar Confn, | | 


| Jn I have; been in the valley of the ſhadow of deatl 


though I have had more than one foot in the Grave,an 

have been in. deaths. often,yert the love and remembrance of 
you, ever Jivech on my. heart : I haveilong, had neither feer. 
to walk nor hands to write , yet I have borro1ied hands as 
you- (ce, rather than I would ſtay any longer, from warning . 
and pe an he of you. Dear Couzin, that ſoul of yours, 
that pretioummmortal foul ,is of no light value with me! I 

ray hard;-for its Salyation-: I have a Godly fear for you, 

eſt your ſonl. ſhould miſcarry in a crowd of worldly buſt 
neſs, and of carthly cares Ah, my dear Niece, it comforts 
methat you are iolctled for this world, and are in want of no- 
thing;I bleſs the. Lord for this, bur me rhinks this doth nor 
ſarishe me-Oh,that I could be ſure that you were once ſafe 
ſetled in Chrift 3 though you are, I truſt comfortably fur- 


niſhed with earthly-rhings, yet in this you are bur halfpro- 


vided for :, have, you. a Treaſure in Heaven ? have you: laid 
hold -on.eterral fe ? have you made. ſure work. for ever- 
faſting -? have-you paſt che ſtrairs of the New-Birth ? do 
you bear-upqn you the marks of the Lord Jeſus ? 

Tf you ſhall paſs by a ſump:uous Fabrick,and a great Lord- 
ſhip;and ſhould lay claim'to all as your inherirante, and p'ecaſe 


your (elf with the hopes of enjoying all this, when you had - 


nothing toſhew, no Writing, no Evidence to produce, as a 
ground for any. fuch hope, would not every one fay,this were 
a piece of ſtrange vanity and imprudence 3. much greater 
folly,is it to promiſe our ſcives a part-in; Paradiſe, ard reſt 
farisfied in a meer perſwation thar we are the Heirs of Hea- 
ven, when we cannor prove, our, Title from the Book of 
God, nor produce from within our felyes, the ſureand cer- 
tain marks of the children of God. 

Ah, dear Couzin, rouze up your/felf make conſctence,ro. 
deal-plainly and freely'wirh your foul, ſay within your (elf, I 
have hopes for Heavel £ bur where are my grounds and thy 
| Co) Evidences 7 


oF #8 Ko. Ros 
- _ *Eridences ? do Fnot build without a foundation ? do ven- 
A eure my Salv&ibry/upot meer nfcertaihties ?. Whar laye 7, 
| *. what do 1 more than orhers ? I pray, k hear, I read, bur 
way nora meer Hypocrire do all this ? I run not with 0- 
thers into the. wretched pradtice of Lying, and Couzening, 
Whoredom ,” amd the like ; but whar is this more than a 
Phariſee thay have to ſay for himſelf ? can T prove by Scr 
pture my daim to Heaven ? can T produce ' Chapter and 
Verſe ro:juftific my felf ? | 
Olf Couzin, fear, leaft a Promiſe heing left of entring in- 
to reſt; you ſhould by an} miſtakes, or lelf-deceits fall ſhore 
FOee/chrough unbelicf; fear left you ſhould rake Co old, 
ef fome'common workings for ſaving Grace. Oh, is a 
; world of councerfeir Coin going, multirudes periſh by miſ- 
Wo rake, and wake in Hell , whileſt rhey dreamt they were in 
Heaven*=- the rempier is very ſubrile,and will furedeceive if 
he can ; your hearc is deceitful above all thmgs , arid is wil- 
4. ling tocheat youif it can.Therefore am I engagedbſo earneft- 
by, ly to call dpon you, as one that watcherh for your foul, to 
+ * atife ſpeedily and toſer ToundlyTro your work. Oh,confi- 
6” + der your-danyger,andwork cut your Salvation with fear and 
rfembling : away with theſe lazie Prayers, away with theſe 
3 cold andheartlels Profeſſtons, away wirh this drowfie, live- 
Me: lefs, hfrtefs Religion 3 beftir your (elf ro purpoſe for your 
> foul before the roo late, (earch your conſcience as with 
Candles, h& jealous of your felf ; coyfider,now is your time, 
whar Fou Ao you muſt do quickly., the patience of God: is 
waiting , . Chriſt is knocking , the Spirit of Gee is ſtriving, 
and death is at the door : ng. rake your opporcunity, 
and take heed left a flothful hear ,. and rhe cares of this 
' World , or a prcfumpruous confidence that all is well and 
pkceaty, ſhonkd ar laft ſhut you our of the Kingdom of - 
God, ; : FS 
| I cannot wfite »tiſtinRlyTro your Husband , but Þbeſcech 
4 -voure call vpon him to ferhis hearr ro theſe Counſels which 
T he wrirtren to you 3- Tearnefily entre him t6 make 
Relizion his bufineſs, and to Took heedfullyto it , that rhe 
ga'n of che Weorid prove nor the loſs pf his ſoul... I defire 
 kjanilie Clofer and Family Prayers, an CE DAG 
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of his Houſhold , and firi& ſanRifying of the Sabbath); arid 
reading of cho Scriprures ſinging of Palms, repeating of Ser- 
mons , and diligent atrendance upon powerful ) 
may” be his continual excrcifcs-3- that {o his houſe may be 
a lirtle Church, and God'may delight ro dwell in his Family : 
pray give me ro underftand whar is done of theſe things, 
I have a zeal for your welfare,and that you and your houſ- 
hould ſhould ſerve rhe Lord , that you may enter into his 
reſt, and carry children, and fervanrs, and'fri and all 
ro.Heaven with you- AS ro my owneſtate, I have loſt all 
wy limbs, and abonr this rwelve Months uſeleſs , and been 
in under the ſenrence of death; bur was broty 
rſe-lirrer ro Bath, where God hath-wonderfully re- 
me, ſo thar Ican feed my ſelf, and go-alone, and 
with a little more freedom. Oh, love rd, praiſe 
the Lord for me ; notwithſtanding I continue weak , and 
havenor ftrength co wrire, yerl could nor tell how ro die 
in'fitence from you ; burhave made uſe of a friendly hand 
ro ſend theſe counſels and calls afrer you, which Theſeech 
you to accepr in the fear of God ,--for ir is not anlike thee 
they may be my laſt to you rhar ever you may receive; 1 
now commend you to the Lord , and with mide own and 
my dear Wivet love to you both, Reft, | 


Tour loving and careful tunelt, ' 
JOS. ALLEINE. 
Ob, 21. 1668. | 
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7 [The Cor.cernments of our Souls eſpecially to 
$ | . be regarded. ] 


#4 


- Dear Coufen, . | a. 
Ma wg 'Ou may think you are forgotten with me, becauſe you 
Fe. Y haye nor heard {o long a time from me; bur this may 
| let you know, Thar though God hath taken away your Fa- 

; ther$ and ſuffered your Mother to be helpleſs ro. you 3 Yer 
ou haye-one friend-on earth that carerh for you. The wel- 
fare-of, your immortal ſoul is dear to me, and is the matter 
of my follicitons care and praycr. Dear Couſen, methinks I 
feel-a Godly jealoufic of you within my heart , leſt you 
ſhould loſe your (oul amongſt a croud of worldly cares and 
buſineſs. O remember the ſtory of him intke Book of the 
Kings , Who relates that he had a Soldier committed to bis 
| keeping,upon condition that he ſhould loſe his life if he did 
let him go: But while thy [avant went hither and thither,the 
man eſcaped. Burthe King replies preſently, Even ſo. (ball thy 
'. Judgement be; thy life (hall go for his life. Ah Couſin, rake 
earneſt heed , left while you are going hither and chither, 
minding many things, :oſied 1n a hurry of worldly affairs, the 
- enemy run not away with your ſoul _ Oh beware that the 
World: doth not ſecrecly ſteal away your heart. Confider, 
- "that whatever your buſineſs be, youu muſt and will have an 
eating time, and afleeping t:tae. Oh be as (ollicirous every. 
| day to keep your praying times, whichare a thouſand rimes 
mere neceſſary than a time to ear in,or ſleep; Be ſure that 
there doth nor a morning or evening paſs over your head, 
in which you have nor perfumed your Cloſer with ſolemn 
and fervent prayer. Ard take hee, it you love your fal- 
vation , leſt Saran beguile 5ou with the bare outward per- 
formance of dnties,ar-4 on:ward a&ts of Religion.. Seeto it, 
thar you do nar rift in a Weorldly Rejigiun 3 ro give God 
your knee, while the Worl@ carries away your heart, You 
may prav, hear,and read,and ail ronn purpoſe, excepr your 
very Soul be employed aud eggaged in theſe duties z and 


the 
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che Afe, vigour, and ſtrengrh of your affc&ions be found t© 
go afrer God in them.” It therefore you wil! have Chriſt 
and Heaven, (ce thar you renounce the world. You muſt 
caft overboard your worldly hopes, and-take up with God, 
with a naked Chrift, as your whclc happineſs, borh for this 
life, and that which is to come, There is no.hopes of your 
Salvation, without a ſound morrificacion ro the worlt; you 
muſt be mortified to your worldly expeQarions': Jook not 
"for much from the world ; promiſe nor your felf much from 
the world ; ſeek not grear things for your ſelf: ſay unto 
"God, So I may have thee for my portton,and thy Kingdom 
for my'inherirance, give or deny me whar thou wiltypovet- 
ty of riches, any thing or nothing, I wil be contenred with 
my Lor, Say unto'your ſoul, So ] may bur have Chriſt, (o' 
I'may bur carry it for the other world , letthis world go 
which way it will : I muſt be converted or condemned ; I 
-muſt be born again, or elſe would I had never been horn : 
-bur of this preſent world there is no ſuch neceſſity ;' F may 
be poor, and yer happy : bar wo unto me if I remain un- 
fan&ified : I muſt have grace, or periſh for ever. Dear Con- 
fin, ifT live , you ſhall find me 4 friend to your worſdly 
_proſperiry ; bur whevher [ live or-die, 'T charge you by the 
Lord; that you be infinitely render of your immortal ſouls 
ing concernments. Will you nor (pin a fair thread 

of ir, if while you are purſuing afcer earthly things, you loſe 
your ſoul in the throng ? While I live, I ſhall pray and care 
for you. Farewel in the Lord. I.am > 


F 


Towr truly Iyving and careful uncle, 


JOS. ALLEINE. 
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LETTER,.XX XVI. 
[ Godly Counſels..] 


Dear Coufen, pt - 
THE welcome tydings of your afc arrival at Barbauoes, 
''s Come to my cars; as alſo 'the News of your 

from @ perillous fickneſs, for which 7 bleſs.the Lord, and 
ve ro be hankfy _ you: for Tam ne __ 
for your well being,bur do look upon my fcit as con- 
arid in you, TI have confident ; rk God hath bereft 
| you of a, careful Farher , and that your Mother rakes but 
little care for you 3 ſo that'you have none nearer than 
ſelf ro watch for your Soul, and to charge-and admoni 
- . you in the Lord, and to take care of you. Bur yet, Pear 
Couſin, be nor diſcouraged by theſe things, bur look to Hea- 
ven,flie unto Jeſus, put away every known'fin, fer upon whe 
conſcientious performance of every known durys make 
Chriſt your-choice,embrece him upon! his-own rertms;; de- 
Jiver up your fclf, body and foul to him 4 ſee'rhar you have 
no reſerycs nor limitations in your choice'of himnzgive HM 
your very heart; caſt away your worldly hopes and 
tions, make Religon your very bufineſs. O -Covſing theſe 
things do, and you ſhall be ſure of a friend 'in 'Heaven-to 
rake the care of you; and, if I may be any-comfort 20 you, 
you ſhall norfail, while 1 live, to have one friend on earth 
to take care for you. You are gone far from me, even 
ro the urtermoſt pares of the Earth; bur I have ſent theſe 
Lerrrers to call even thither afrer you 4 yea, not onely to 
call, bur to cry+in your. Ears, O whar js like ro become of 
your Soul! Where is char immortal Soul of yours like to 

ce lodged for ever ? Amongſt Devils, or Angels ? Upon'a 
Bed of Flames, or in the joys of Paradiſe? Dear Coufin, 
go aſide by your ſelf in ſecrer, retire from rhe noiſe of the 
World, and fay to your felf, 0h my Soul ' whither art thou 
gorrg 2 dn unt I bnow tz my very beart that I muſt be convert- 
ed or condemned? .That I mit be, Sauttified, or I can never be 
Sav:4? Oh my Soul ! what ſeekeſt thou! what defigns y- 


I drive at ? what is my chief care? which way do; 7 bend 
my courſe? Is it for this World, or. the World to-come ? 
Do I firſt feek the Kingdont of ticaven,and:the Rightcoul- 
neſs thereof ? Do I think Heaven will drop inzo-my mouth ? 
that and immortlity  will-be got with.q wer finger, 
with cold Prayers, and bearzleſs wiſhes,, while the Warjd 
carries the,main of my hearr?, Del think. ro be,Crowned, 
and yer never fight? ro ger the race, and nexer.mw? £0 
enter ar the ſiraix gare,andnever ſtrive ? x9 overcome Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, and never wreſtle? 3,Aay with- 
in your ſelf, ;Ob my Soul, ,cither lay by/the S- of -Hea- 
ven for eyer,or elſe rouſe up thy (elf, pur forgh/thy Hrengsh 
in ſeeking afrer. God and Glary ; either lay by thy World- 
ly bopes, or thy hopes of iamortializy.; away with thy fins, 
or chqu muſt ler Chriſt go for &ver; think. nor ro have 
Chriſt and the World rao, to ferve God and Mammnan, ir 
cannot -be;+ If thou fallow the -Warld as thy. cbiet defire 
and delight ; :if.rhou live after the ;tlefh, ghqu muſt dic, 
count upon. it, the Lard hath ſpoken.ir, and.all-rhe World 
can never reyerſc:ir. Thus, reafoh. the cake with your own 
Soul, and give not reſt xo your ſelf. night nor day, till you 
are gorcen off from the World, broken off from the wilfull 
practice of every knawn fin, and gotren (afe into Chriſt, 
Dear Coufin, I charge you by the Lord, to obſerve rheſe 
chings ; pray over them, weep over than, read;rhem again 
and- again yz do not paſs rhem over as ſlight and ordinary 
things ; your. Soul is ar ftake, ir is your Salvation is @on- 
cerned in them ; think not 1am in jeſt with you, Ah Cov- 
ſin, I rrayd] yn birch with yougill;Chriſt be fqrmed. in you. 
wy ſhould you die? Oh repent and live, lay hold on etcr- 
nal life, win Chriſt,and you win all, O be thankful ro the 
Lord, that now you are fatherleſs and friendleſs, yer you 
have-one.Remembrancer to warn you to {lie from the wrath 
ro come, God forbid that I ſhauld find you ar laſt in che 
place of Torments, for your nor embracing the Godly Cour- 
tels. To conclude, in ſhorc, I charge you as a Minſter, as 
a Father ro you, Take heed of theſe rhree things : 

I. Leſt thegain of the World prov? the loſs of your Soul : 

2." Leſt the [nare of evil company withdraw you from God, 
and ſo prove your final riuixe. ”_— 

i 4 
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” 


3. L'ft a lofty and a #wldlyhert ſhould thruſt youtom of 
the Kingdom of Heaven,” tf or OO 0 OUT 
God 'abhors rhar the proud: fhould cothe near him : 'Oh 
labour,” whatever you'do, for ah hunible: heave; »be little, 
be vile-in your own eyes ; ſeek nor after great things; be 
- poor in Spirie; without this,” Heaven: will be 10 place for 
ou, Ged will be no: friend to-you. Dear Caufin,your lot 
15 fallen, I fear, in a place of-grear wickedneſs, where your 
Soul'is m much danger, where your ten-prations are many, 
and your.helps for Heaveu bur few ; where :Godly exarm- 
ples are-rare, and- many: will:entice you toifin and vanity, 
O !-if you loye me, or love your Soul, look! abonr you, cor.- 
fider/your danger, fear {left you ſhould/ miſcarry for ever 
- by worldly loſs ane vain company, which -proves'to ſo ma- 
ny the'fearful cauſe of their/:erernal perdition; 7 can bur 
warn you, and pray for yeu; bur though you haye none to 
overſee you, 'remember.rhe-ſtri& and '{evere cye of God is 
upon you, ' to obſerve all your aRions, and'thart he will ſure 
ly bring all:your praRices into his Judgeinent, Your:Aunt, 
with my ſelf, commend;our dear love to you'z and 1 com 
mend yok to the Lord, -and remain, '4 Dif, | 


Tour leving and Ow's uncle, 

Auguſt, 19. 1668, 3, | | 

2; POE 's JO SA LLEIR E, 
LETTER XXXVIL- 


Dear Conſens, 


Hough you are removed far from me, or of my fighr, 
and rhe Seas as a great Gulf are fixed berwixt'you and 
me 3 yet. my Praycrs follow'you, and-my good wiſhes for 
your preſent and everlaſting- we!fare, like the wings of a 
Dove, rake ſpecdy flight. , I look upon myſelf, how God 
hath removed my Brother, to be as in the room of a Father 
to you, yez and of a Mother too; for I know you have bur 
little help from her, | at 
| My 


—_— ” 
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; iMyDear-Neece, my hears j$cafcſul for you; and there- 
fore T: cannot ceaſe, white { am in being in this Worid;*to 


-watruand admoniſtyou;"as my*'Cluldten, and ro cal} ypon 
:yowſ the Name of the Eternal God, to'awaken your [elyesds 
- with all 'Godly fear'and holy diligence, - left by any Tueaps 


you ſhould come ſhort of the gloty of God, |, ( 
Ler me mind you, 'dear Coufins,” of the dangerous'pla 
yow ſtand in, and Jook' about you with trembling. - Me- 
ehinks I ſee Saran watchingifor your Souls,” as-the "Dragon 
did for thc Seed of che 'Woman, waiting-to devour it'as 
ſoon as ſhe ſhould-be delivered. Know.you nor, thar'y6u 
muſt: wreſtle with Principalities and Puwers? Methinks* 7 


- ſee Temptations furrounding-you, and belaguering youp'as 
- the:eriemy abour the Walls of the Treacherous. party with- 
I you,” 1 mean carnal-afte&ions and cotruprions, complor- 


ring:how to deliver up the Caſtle. | Know yon not, that 
your fleſhly Luſts do war againft your Souls ? and that your 
own hearts are not true to y ou, but deceirtul above all.thigs ? 
Lord, -what need have; you to beftir your {cives, and to tlie 
unto Jeſus \ ro'diſtcuſt® your ſelves/ and ro'trutt onely in 


him-and'his Righrrouſnels ! Oh work your Salvation' with 
fear; and trembling : - Do: you ever' thjnk ro'eſcape rhieſe 


mighty enemies, to conquer the power, and avoid the plors 
,and- ſnares of thoſe porenr adverſaries, - withour moſt pain- 


fat dilige ce? 'O cry to'Heaven for help; watchandpray 
. fear;leſt a promiſe being lefr of curing into reſt, either of 


;you-fhould come ſhort of ir. Y; 


- {My dear Neeces, you have many do watch for your ſouk, 


ro devoor therw 3 but I doubt roo few, exceprimy ſelf;; do 
watch for.,your Souls, ro'ſaye them : therefore I look upon 
myſelf, who-am now apon the macer-your only Monitor, 
to. be the more. concerned ro awakerr my. felt ro your help, 
and to look a, you, and ro watch for you, lefi-by any 
means you ſhould miſcarry by the deceits and temptations 
wherewith you .are encompaſled, 1 would not have you 
over-careful for the things of this liſe, though 1 commend 
yout laudable care and diligence,that you may nor be bur. 
denſome to any man; bur 1 commend to you a berteraard 
more neceſlary care, and thar is that which the Apr{ite 
ſpeaks of, the Virgins care z The unmarried (ianh he) -. 
th 
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reth for the things. of the Lord, Ah, ler this be your eare ; 
ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God,and nu: 
of, and then all. cheſe things ſhall z 'you have 


# Gods ſurc promiſe for it: If the Lord give me to live and 


ſper, you ſhall ſee and know, thati1 am notd friend on- 


 - ty in wgds to. you; bur however char ſhall be,ſee thar you 


embrace the Counſels of God from me. - Oh make ſure of 
Heaven betimes, walk humbly with God, beware of a 

hearc and a lofry ſpirit; abhor- your ſelves, elſe God will 
not be pleaſed. with you z condemn your ſelves, that God 
may acquir you. . The leyen of pride will ſowre. the whole 
lump, and mar all your Profeſſion and Religion,and render 
your Perſons, and Prayers, and all, an abomination to rhe 
.Lord,if it prevail in you. Oh therefore be nor high mind- 
ed, bur fear; and by pour and watichfulneſs reſtrain and 
root. up this wretched corruption of pride, which:is'a fin 
ſo natural to you, that you had need ro ufc an infinite.care 
and caution to keep it under, | 

'" 'As ro my ſelf, theſe may acquaint you, That I have 
been ofren at the very gates of death: -.7 have Joft ail. my 
limbs 3 but prayer hath redeemed me from my extremnies, 
and God hath blefled the uſc-of the Bath ro:me. 'Oh paiſc 
the Lord, praife him for my ſake, and give glory tothe 
God of my Life. Love him, honour and glorifie-him, whoſe 
fayour and friendſhip hath filled -wy - Sonl comfort, 
and given a reſureion to my body.,I can now walk alone, 
-and feed my ſelf, bur 4m altogether undble tc write, which 
5&he-rcaſon why.-theſe come to you mm another hand » 
Dear Coufin, .you may think me ;r00-: refdlious 3- but you 
auſt pardon me, if 1 erre in\my Jove and-zeal for your 
welfare: And now I ſhall treſpa6 no more, 'bur. with my 
ow. > __ dear Wives love to you, Icommend you to-God, 
An L 4 BS 


* 


Your loving and careful tncir, 
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LETTER XXXviIN- 
[Do all in reference to'God and his Glory, J 


Dear Priend , , 


| mg wo of the 154. of September, but ir came 
70 me in the'rimeof my fickneſs, in which 1 was miacha 
ſtranger co writing z it conenucd upon me five months, and 
to this day © weakne(s remains in my arms,that 1am 
net able to pur off vr on My own clothes, Your Lerter was 
exceeding welcome to me,not only as reviving the remem- 
brance of eur ofd friendſhip, bur alſo, as bringing me news 
of ſomeſpiritual good that you received by me,which is the 
beſt ridings that T can receive : for whar do I live for, -bur 
ro be.uſeful to ſouls in my-generation ? Idefire to know:ne 
other.bufine(s than to pleaſe and hanour my God, and ſevve 
my generation in rhar ſhort allowence of time that I have 
here, before:I go hence, and ſhall-be {cen no more: Shall 
commend 40 you the Lefſon that I amabout to learn 2 But 
why ſhould I doubr of your acceprance, who'have ſo readi- 
ly embraced me in all our convertes ? | 

. Hhe Leſſor is, To beentrrely devoted 4nto the Loyd , that 4 
may be able tofay after the Apoſtle, Tv me tolive is Chriſte. 1 
would nor be ſerving God only for aday in the week, or an 
hour -or two mn the day 3 bur every day,and all the I 
29 ambitious ro come up towards that 'of our Lord and Ma: 
ſter, To dv always thoſe things that pleaje God. I plainlyſee, 
that ſelf-ſeeking is ſelf-undoing ; and that then weido pro- 
more-our ſelves beſt when we pleaſe God moſt.” I find, that 
when I have done all, if God be nor pleaſed, I have done 
nothing ; and if I can but approve my ſelf ro God, my work 
, s done; Ireckon 1 do nor live that time I dg not liveur- 
to God, 

T am fain ro cut off ſo many hours from my days, and fo 
many'years'from my life (ſo ſhort as it is) as I hare lived 
unto my {elf I find no enemy ſo dangerous as my ſelf,and 
O thar others might take warning by my hurc ! O thar I 
had lived wholly ynto God ! then had cvery day and every 
hour 
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kour that 1 haye ſpent, been found upon my account'at that 
great day vt our /appearing before! God: then F had been 
rich indeed, in trealure laid up there , whither I am iT 


removing 3- rhenI had been every day and hout:adding ro 
the heap,and encreafing the reward which God cf kis rfleer 
grace harh promiſed, even to the meaneſt work that is done 
ro him, Col. 3. 24. I verily perceive I am an external loſer 
by aRirig no mote as for'God 3; for what "is doneto my [e 
is loſt ; but whar is'done for God,is done'for ever, and'ſh 
receive an everlaſtirfy reward. ' Verily; if there be another 
world to come, and ari'eternab ſtate after this ſhort life, *it 
is our bnly wiſdom to be removing, and,'as ir were, tran(- 
planting and rranſporcing what we car, frotrhence,into that 
Countrey to which we'are ſhortly ro' be removed, that what 
we are now doing, we may be reaping the fruic of for ever 
more. The world think rhemſelves wiſe 3 but I will pawn 
my ſoul upon it, chat this'is the true wiſdom. ICE 
Well,ler us be wholly ſwallowed up in'the concerns'of Re- 
ligion, and know no other inrereſt but Jeſus Chriſts. TI cat- 
nor ſay, I have already atrained ; but this is that my heart is 
ſer to learn , Thar inall that I do, whether ſacred'or'civil 
eQions, (till 1 may be doing bur one work; and driving'eri 
one defign, That G1d may be pleaſed by me,and be glorified in 
me; thac nor onely my Praying, Preaching, Alms,; &c, ' may 
be: found upon my account z bur even my eating, drinking, 
Neeping, viſits, diſcourſes, becauſe they areall doneas utits 
od;p2>Too often do I rake a wrong aim,and miſy-my mark'z 
bur I-will tell you what be'the rules I fer-my ſelf; ' ati do , 
| firily impoſe upon my ſelf from day to day : Never tte 
7 aoypn', but m the Name of God; not barely for \narural 'te- 
freſhmenr, bur rhar a weatied ſervant of 'Chtiſt 'may be'fe- Ye 
cruired and fitted to ſerve him berter the next day. | 
to riſe"up but with this rrſolation, well, Twill go: forth this day 
inthe Nim? of God , ad will make Religion my buſene8;cand + 
ſpend the diy for Eternity, Never to enter upon my calling but 
firſt thinbivg, I will dn theſe. things as unto G»4 \, becauſe he 
requireth theſe things at my hands in the place and ſtation 
he harh pur m&' into. Newer to fit down to the Table, but vt- 
ſolving , 1 will n*t eat meerly to pleaſe my appetite, but to 
ftrexgthen my k!f for my Maſters tors Never to mabe 4 _ 
4b 
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but npon ſome boly deſign , reſolviug eo leave ſomething of God 
wherel go; and inevery company to ltave ſome good [avour vt- 
' bind, This is that which I have been for ſometime a learn- 
ing,and. am preſling hard, after 3 -and if I ftrive not to walk 
by theſe Rules, lerthis Paper be a witnels againſt me. 

I am nor now in my canal > rr capacity, ſuch things 
being required of.me to ſay a 
means yield to, without cpen lying and diſlembling with God 
and Men : yer,that I am unuſeful, I cannor fay ; bur rather 
think, that poſſibly I may be of more uſe than heretofore; I 
thank the Lord, I have rot'known what it is ro wanc a ton- 
gue to ſpeak, but in, my ſickneſs; nor. a people to hear 4 bur 


0, as that we. buth; follow rhe things thac make for peace. 


I perceive you, are otherwiſe perſwaded in ſome things, 
than I am : but however, I truſt we meer in our end. Since 
'ou.are in, May.ir be your whole ſtudy ro gain ſouls, and to 
baild them up in hohneſs, which is with top many the leaſt 
of rheir cares. One duty (miſerably -negle&ed) I ſhall be 
bold to commend to you from my own experience, and thar 
is, the viſiting your whole Flock from houſe to houſe, and 
enquiring into cheir ſpiritual eſtatcs particularly, anddeal- 
ing plainly and truly with them abour their converſion to 
God. :. to the uſefulneſs of this great work , I can ſer my 
Propatum eſt, 

[ hear you have two Parſonages : O tremble to think haw 
many precious {ouls you have to lookto ! and ler it be ſeen, 
however orhers aim at.the Fleece , you aim at the Flock 3 
and that you have indeed Caram animarumn, 

You ſee how free I am» with youzburt I know your candor. 

I rejoice in your happy Yoke-fellow : falvte her: from 
your old Friend, and accept the unfeigned. rejpeRts of him 
who 1s, Sir, 228g" 


Tour real and f aithſul Friend? 


JoS, ALLEINE. 


ſubſcribe, as I could by no - 


LETS, 


WE 
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LETTER. XXXIX. 
| | i 
"PRISON:COMFORTS 
[ To 2 Miniſter in Priſon. 

worthy. Sir, 

Owe you aLerrer,and more than a Letter, for your-par- 

riculer reſpe@sro me , your brorcherly ſymparhy , your 
multiplied and earneſt prayers, your tenderneſs of my health, 
your welcome aca m M. &athsLetrers, from which F cruſt 
may ſoul and orhers may reap no ſarafl benefit. Much more 
do 1 owe you for your common reſpedts ro rhe > le of 
my defires 3 and nor only to them, bur ro the whele Church 

God ;, and in all whofe concernmems, I (ce,you are con- 
cerned. Your indefatigableJabours with us , we do with 
allrhankfulnefs accepr', as the undoubred evidence of your 
great love : For all which may he require you , who will 
ſhorrly ſay , Inaſmuch as thou didft it unts the leaſt of theſt my 
Brethren, thou didſt it unto me. - 4 : 

-Tt was bur alittle afrer my releaſe from my own confine- 
menr, bur I keard of Yours 3 and now write to you, as one 
that hath taken a-higher degree than ever, ' and more truly 
honourable, being commenced Priſoner of Chrift. Fwas orice 
atfeRted wirh the PiRure of a devour-man, ro whom 2 voice 
came down from Heaven, faying, Iuid vis fieri pro te, To 
which he anſwered, ,Nthil domine nift pati ac contemni pro. 
Undoubredly, Sir, ir is our real glory to be throughout con- 
formed ro Jeſns Chriſt, nor onely in his ſanRiry, bur in his 
ſufferings. Pas! counted all things bur dung for this, that he 
miphr win Chriſt, &c. and know the fellowſhip of his ſut- 
ferings, and be made conformable to his death. I doubt not 
but your conſolations in Chriſt do much more then ſuper- 
abound in all your tribulations for him :. Yer let me add this 
one Cordial, That now you havea whole ſhoal of Promiles 
come in to you, which you had nor before 3 I mean,all rhe 
Promiſes to ſuffering Saints , in which they have nor ſo i1m- 


- mediate,bur only a remorer right, unleſs in a ſuffering wr 4 
n 
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And doubtleſs he harh gotten well, rhar hath gotren ſach 
number of excceding great and precious Promiſes. If rhe 
men of the workl do fo rejoyce ſuch or ſuch an Eſtate 
is fallen to them? ſhould not you much more , that have 
ſuch a Treaſure of Promiles fallen ro you ? 

I can tell you little good of my ſelf ; but this can tell 
you, Thar the Primiſes'of God were never fo ſweer in this 
world ro me, as in and fince my impriſoned ſtare. Oh the 
bortomlets riches of rhe Covenant of Grace It ſhames me 
thar I have tet fucha Treaſure lic by ſo long, and have made 
ſo-lirtle uſe of ir. Never did my foul know the Heaven of 
a Believers life, till} learnt to live a life of ptaiſe , and+ by 
more frequent cornfideration ro ſer home the unſpeakable 
riches of rhe Djvine Promiſes, to which, I rruſt, through grace 
I am made an heir, I verily perceive,that all our work-were 
doneart once, it we could bur prevail wich our ſelves and o- 
thers to live like Believers; to tell all the world by our 
ſelves and orhers co live like Believers ; ro tet all che world 
by our courſe and carriage,that-rhere is ſuch pleaſantneſs in 
Chrifts wars, ſuch beaury in hglines, ſuch reward to obedi- 
ence, as we profeſs ro believe. May ours and our peoples 
converſations bur preach this aloud to the world, that there 
is a realiry in what God hath promiſed ; that Heaven is 
worth the venturing for ; that the ſufferings of rhe preſent 
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which 
ſhall be revealed in us ! 

Verily, Sir, ir is but a very little while that Priſons ſhall 
hold us,or that we ſhall dwell in dirry fleſh. Porphyry rells us 
of Photinus, that he was aſhamed to fee himſelf in the bo- 
dy ; to ſee a Divine and immorcal- ſou} in a Priſon of fleſh, 
(for ſo they held the body to be; ) bur the worſt ſhackles 
are thoſe of fin. Well, they muit ſhorcly off all rogerher ; 
out Lord doth not long intend us for.this lower Region : 
Surely he is gone to prepare a place for us : Doubtleſs it is 
for, yea,and he will come again, and receive us to him(clf, 
thar where he is, we may be alfo. And whar have we to do, 
bur to believe, and wair, and love, andlong, and look our 
for his coming, in which is all our hope? *Twill be time e- 
nough for us-to be preferred then. We know hefore hand 
who thall theri be uppermoſt, Our Lord hath _—_ us 
where 
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where aur place:hall he; even. at his own right hand; and 
' what he will ſag tous," Come ye.Blefſed, &4+. | Surely: we | 
ſhall ſtand in his :Judgement: He hath promiſed to ſtand. 
our,Friend:: . Let;us;look:for :the: joyful: day ; "As ſure; as 
there /is a God, this day will come; and then ir ſhall go 
well with vs. ': What: if Bonds and Baniſhments abide » us 
for a ſeaſon? This -is nothing bur whar our Lord hath told 
us, the, 9*1d thall-rijayre, but ye (hall weep.and lament 5 You 
foali-be ſorrowful, but your ſorrow ſhailbe tikrned into joy. Oh 
haw reviving arc his words! I will ſteer you again, and your 
brart (ba'l yrjzyce,, and your j:y no man tabeth away from yous 

}f that miſerable wretch Jeapr chearfully off the Ladder, 
ſfayinig, I ſhal be a D wen in Hell; With that joy ſhould 
we d9 ard ſufter fer God, who have his Truthgn pawn, that 
we ſhall be Crown'd in Beaven? Verily,they are wonderful 
Pceparations thar gre making for us: The Lord prepare us 
apace, and make vs meet ro be Partakers. Tr was thewgh- 
eft Commendar:on that ever that worthy R, Baxter received, 
which fell from rhe Pen of his ſcoffing Adverſary Tilenus, 
w0 faich of him,T-tum Puritgniſmum totus ſpirat, Oh that 
this may be rrue-of ns and onrs. | 

- Ler your true Yake-fellow, and my Chriſtian Friends 
with. you in the -Bonds of rhe Goſpel, have my- hearty 
Commendations: And theſe Counlels, I pray You, give 
rm from-me, for the improving of their preſent ſtate. 

t» .T» babituate themjelies, both as to their thoughts and 
fifa fs, may: thiowghly than ever unto Holineſs, Brethren, 
I wow'd reach .you the Leſſon that I reſolve to learn-wirh 
you, Thar your-minds ard rongues may as naturally run on 
the things of Keaven, as others onihe things of this World. | 
Wi:y Gonld ir not» be thus? Tam-fure God and heaven do 
as well deſerve to be thonght on, and ralked-of by us, as 
froth and vanity can deſerve: of the World. There are 
many 'rhat have in a great meaſure learnt his Leſſon, and 
why ſhould noe we be ſome of them? Whar'if ir be hard ac 
Grit-? Every thme is (9.10 a beginner, Beſides, is not-Ours 
-a Religion of (elf demial? Further, ifve do bur force our 
ſelves a while to ho!'y-Thoughrs, and Heavenly Diſcourſe, 
it Will prow habitual: ro us; and then jt will be moſt natu- 
7al,familiar.a9d Heavenly ſweer, Oh- what gainers will: you. 
bezif you do but learn this Lefſon ? Verily, 
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Yerily,-tis the. ſhame of Religion; -rhar Chriſtians, are &@... 


unlike themfelves, unleſs uporitheir knees. Sirs,out, lives and, - 


language-ſhould relbrhe' world, wharave areapd whether we 
are going; Chrithians, let liule 4hings content.you inthe 
world, bur afpireFfrer (great thy ngs.inrhe grace of God, .Ma- 
ny real Chriſtians ido11ct])6 3hink hat high frames of hol!- 


neſs they migtic grow up ro;eyen.ja.this life with. pains and 


diligence.” Sirs,: be you meh of. great deſigns 7 think; it nor.: 
enough if yoit have Wherewnh fo ;btar your charges to Heas 


ven 5 bur aſpire with.an holy ambjion co be great in. the 
Court of Heaven;Ffavourires of ihe-moſt Highof rall growth, 
great experience, ſingular communion, that you, may burn 
and ſhine in your place, and copvince the world.z that you 


may ſayour of Heaven where-eyer-you come,and that chere. 


may, be an even-ſpun thred of Holineſs running through 
your whole courſe. 'Tis the difgrace of Profefſion,tthatthere 


1s (o little difference to be feen in the ordinary converſatipn- 


of Believers from orher men : Ir is not a ſhame, rhar when 
we are in company with others,this ſhould be all the differ- 
ence thar is to be ſcen,only that we will not curſe and fwear, 
as do the Worſt of men ? -Chriſtians, if you will honour the 
Goſpel , bring forth your Religion out of your Cloſers (the 
world can't ſee what you do there) into your Shops, Trades, 
Viſits, &c and exemplifie the rules of Religion in rhe mana- 
gement of ally our Relations,and in your ordinary converſe. 
Ler there be no place or companychat you come mto , in 
which you do not drop ſomething of God : this will be the 
glory of Religion,and we ſhall never convince the world till 
we come tq this. May you come my Brerhten, out of your 
Priſons with your faces ſhining,having your minds ſeaſoned, 
and your tongues tripe with holineſs; may your mourhs be 
as a Well of Life, from whence may flow rhe holy Streams 
of edifying diſcourſe : may you ever remember, .as you are 
fitting in your houſes, going by rhe way, lying down, rifing 
up,what the Lord doth then require ot you, Deut.5.7. . 


2. To impreve their preſent retrrements trom the World , far + 


the fetling of thezr ſpiritual Eſtates. Tis common com- 
Blainr amoneſt Chriſtians, thar they want aſlurance. Oh, if 
any of you that wanred afſurance' when you came to Priſon, 
may carry thar ſeſſing cur, wry oainers woeld you 

kÞy \þ 
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be* Now you ve qalted'more than ever io llrking, 
Now bring your Graces to the Touchſtone. .Be much.in/ 
obſervation. See wha your hearts do wich moſt” love and 
delight, go'out unto ; What are your gremeſ hopes , and 
your chief deſigns. See whether God's In ——_— 
1n you Þ cbs , and prove all. Reſt not in probable 

hopes. Think nor tha is'enough thar you can ſay,you hope 
*cis well; God Tooks for extraordinary diſpenſarion.. Be reſt- 
lefs rilf you can fay , that you know *ys well ? that you 
know you are paſled from death to life. 

- Think nor thar this is a priviledge that onely a few may 
expe&. Obſcrye but theſe three things : p | 

I. To acquaint your ſelves throughly with the condition of 
Life,«and take heed of laying the wy of Salvation either tog 
high or too low. | 

2, Tv be much in obſerving the frame , and bent, and work- 
ings of your own hearts, | 

3. To wnrverſally conſcientious, and to be conflant in even and 
cloſe walkings, and then I doubt nor but you will grow up 
ſpeedily to a ſertled aſſurance,nad know and feel that peace 
of God that paſleth all underſtanding: and this will be 
ſomewhar worth your carrying out of Priſon. 

- But I return to your ſelf, But whar ſhall I Gy? I have 
more need toreccive from you,than abiliry to give ; only 1 
will tell you my wiſhes for you: I wiſh that your body may 
proſper, as your ſoul%?}ſo proſpereth. I wiſh, that you may 
fee the travel of your Soul; that you may find your people 
thriving under your hands iu all manner of holy converſa- 
tion and godlineſs, that whoſoever converſes with them, may, 
ſee and!1ear by them, that God is 7n them of a Truth. I wiſh 
your en{argement from your bonds, and your enlargement 
m them : thar your Priſon may be but the Lanthorn through 
which your Graces, Experiences, Communion,and Priſon- 
artainments , may ſhine moſt brightly ro-all beholders. I 
wiſh your Priſor, may be a Paradice of Peace, and a Patmos 
of Divine diſcoyerics. Lora Feſus ſet to thy Amen. 1 an, Sir, 


Your unworthy Brother and Companion in the 
Kz1ngdom and patience of Feſns, 


Zan, 19. 1664. } ALLEINE- 
; WET 


FE 
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LETTER. XL. 


f Direi6ns to the Miniſters of Sower/etſdire and 
Wilſhire , for the ioftruRting of Families by 
way of Catechiſing.] 


. or, ws in 
His Letter cometh to you, likethe men of Macedonia ro 
Paul,crying to you, Come and help us. © how inſuffici- 
ent do we find our ſelves for rhe praiſes of God ! what rews 
ſon have we to call upon ourſelves, and co call upon all our 
Friends ! and yet we foreſce rhar all will be too little a Sa 


crifice ac laſt,and to flender a rerurn to the moſt High God, 


Ggd, who hath made us ſuch wonders of Mercy, arid ſuch 
ſignal inſtances of his Divine Power and rich Grace. You 
are nor ignorant of our Eſtate, how the Seritence of death 
had paſſed upon us 3 how our fleſh and our hearts failed; 
and friends an Phyficians gave up their hopes : but God, 
that raiſed the Dead, was pleaſed ro make us the Monuments 
of his wondrous mercy.” O that the ſame God would make 


\ us the ſpecial inſtruments of his praiſe and glory. of x 


Trurh Sir, we perceive our hearts are roo little , our Ton- 
gues are too ſhort , our expreſſions are roo low, either ro, 
chnceive ar urter what we owerto the great God. O help! 
help ! bleſs che Lord, O our ſouls : bleſs the Lord , O our 
friends : O tharall that have wreſtled with God for us, mighr 
zoyn hand in hand'to; make ſome ſnitable returns to the 
God of our lives, and may bring inevery one his Sacrifice, 
and all contribure ro make one common ſtock of Praiſes, 
that many thankſgivings may abound to God on our behalfs. 
O whar hath Prayer done for us! while we live we muſt 
honour Prayer, and admire the power of Prayer , we owe 
our limbs and our lives to prayer, O that a goodly, crop of 
praiſe may gfow up unto God as a rerurn for his Mercies : 
char the ſeed of prayers, and ſhowers of tears, may procure 

ſheaves of joy, and ſongs of deliverance. 
Bur.O what ſhall we render? wherewithall ſhall we come 
before rhe Lord or bow our ſelves ro rhe moſt high Ged ? 
Ck 2) © 
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O where ſhall we find a firring ſacrifice ? Vetily we will give 
our (elves and our all to him. Butalas,whar are we , and 
what is this little thar we call or AZ ? Thcrefore have 
we found in our hearts to write to you and orhers , that we 
might excire you to the Divine praiſes with us. And O 
that the Lord might be loved the better , and glorified the 
more for our ſakes : Will you tell us wherein we may ſhew 
our love to him ? wherein We may beſt pleaſe and ſerve 
him ? O that you would ! herein zluredly you would moſt 
bighly gratifie &s. O that we might do ſome fingular thing 
for. God ; for certainly they are nor common things thar he 
hath done for us. We pray you call upon thoſe rhat fear 
the Lord , ro help us in celebrating his loving kindneſs. O 
how it pleaferh. our vcry hearts to think that God ſhould 
be loved and honourcd the better ſor us : that we may be 
inſtruments, -if it be bur for the blowing up of one flafh,nay, 
the kindling of one ſpark of Divine love in the heart of his - 
Children rowards him! Sir, you cannot pleature us in any 
ching ſo much as in th's,to love and admire God,and ſpread 
his praiſe more and more 3 that what is wanting through 
our weakneſs; may be made upin your abundance. But we 
have need ro crave your pardon for our length 3 but the 
love of Chriſt conſtraincrh us,and we hope you will paſs by 
an crror of Jove, 

While we have been deviſing what to do for our God, we 
thouglit we covld no way better him, than by providing 
ſuch as you are to ſetup his great Name with us. We love 
and honour ycu, not only as you are a Member, bur a Mini- 
ſter of Chriſt Jeſas our Lord, and therefore deſerve to be 
doubly dear unto ns : Ard becauſe we conld think cf 'no 
more pleafing a Sacrifice of Thankſgiving,we have ſtirred vp 
our ſclves and friends with us, to fend ro you a Prophet in 
rhe name of a Prophe: , this poor roken of love , which 
though bur fmall , yer we truſt will be a ſweet ſavour unto 
God,ard will he accepred with you,bcing our ewo Mires caſt 
incro Gol's Treaſury. Eur look not upon your ſelf as obliged 
ro us hercby : bur put ir upon theaccount of Chriſt, to whoſe 
' precious Nzme we dedicate, and from whom (although he 
be fo much elready before hans with us, yer) we expe a 
xecompence #rthe Reſurrection of the Juſt, " + 

b. 


And being further defrrous to promote the work of God 


in our low and flender capacities, we have been bold to pro- 
yoke 7 ſelf, with other our. Fathers and Brethren in the 


Miniſtry , to ſer about thar neceſſary and much negle&ed 
work of Catcchifing ; not A lirtle pleaſing onr ſelves in the. 
ſweer hope, that by your means we may be inſtrumental ro 
ſpread the {weer ſavour of the knowledge of our God, in e- 
very place : and being well perſwaded of your readinefs to 
forward fo bleſſed a work, we have ſtirred up our ſelves and 
our friends to expend a confiderable ſum of money to fur- 
niſh Miniſters with Catechiſms,a hundred whereof we have 
ſent unto you, beſeeching you to ufe your beſt prudence and 
urtnoft diligence for rhe ae_ them , and for others 
improvement by them, that our la5our and charge in ſo good 
a work, prove not zt laſt of no effedt. 

Sir, we ſhall humbly propoſe unro you, bur nor impoſe up- 
on you. Bur let us be bold with you in Chrift , to lay our 
requeſts beſore'you as touching tl11s concernment, they be- 
ing indeed what judicious friends and brethren have rhough 
fit to propound, | 

1, Thar that people be publikely and privarely inſtcued 
abour the high necefſiry and grear uſefulneſs of this duty. 

2. That the Catechiſms be freely given ro all that will - 
promiſe to uſe them. 

3. Thar you would be pleaſed to acquaint your ſelf with 
all rhe 'Schoo!s that are within your Verge ; and that you 
would do your utmoſt to engage the Teachers thereof ro 
reach their Scholars this Catechiſm 3 and that you would 
furniſh all their Scholars that are capable and willing ro 
learn, k 

4. That you will endeavour from houie to houſe ro en» 
gage the Maſter or Miſtreſs of every Family,for the forward- 
ing of this work. ] 

$. That you will appoint ſet-times wherein to take an a& 
count of the proficiency of all ſuch as have promiſed to 
learn ; and that, if ir may be,they may be enpaged to learn 
weekly a proportion, according to their Capacities, 

6. That you would fayour us (o far, as te ler us know as 
ſpeedily as you may,of the reccir of rheſe lines 3 ard, if we 
may preſume ſo far upon you, we pray you to indulge ns fome 

k 3) aſlurance 


"9, 
aſſurance _ your hand , that you wifl to your power 
promote this happy defign , and that by our Lad day next 
you will acquaint Mr. Bernard what progreſs is made. 
+ Sir, our ſouls will even travelan Birth for the ſuccels of 
this undertaking ;' and therefore we requeſt you for the love 
of God , and by the reſpe&- which we are perſwaded you 
bare to us, that you will labour ro comfort and encourage - 
us in our endeavours for God, which you can no way in the 
World do ſo well, as by letting us ſee , that there is ſome 
bleſſed fruit of our coſt and pains ; and that we have not 
Fun in vain, nor laboured in vain. If there be any of theſe 
Catechiſms remaining in your hands that you cannor dif- 
poſe of by our Lad-day,be pleaſed to ſend them ro Mr, Ber- 
ard, or to Mr. Roſiter in Taunton, If you ſhould need any 
More,give us (peedy notice, and you ſhall nor fail to be fur. 
niſhed with what number. you defire. | 
' Thus upon the bended knees of our thankful fouls , we 
commend our poor {acrifices, together with your (elf, ro the 
eternal God, and remain, eg 


Chriſts devoted Seryants, aud 
your Friends, 


JOS. BERNARD. 
. and $ 
Jos. ALLEINE. 
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